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" The history of any town, howeves

by himself, showing its location on
‘both &ides Unzuoshot River, He Jefl

wished them to be taught and train-|
_ed after the manuner of the white

small and seemingly insignificant,
has in it much of romance, color,
tragedy, and generous hits of com-
edy. Its roots reach back to the be-
ginnings of time. Its histery dove-
tails into contemporary hizgtorys [Iis
slory is the story of the nation. It
is pat‘li of the onward march of civil- |
jzation. There ig, indecd, enough ot -
vividhtss and adventure in the firs{
tew 'years of Hebron's beginnings to
last her through i she were never
ie have more.

Hebton as a town may he said to
have taken its initial stagt in the
world when Attawanhood, or Joshua,
gachem of the Western Nehantics,
and the third son of Uncas, sreat
sachem of the Mobogans, made a
will, February 16756, giving to twen-
ty-nine Saybrook men and wonmen o
large tract of land, witly a map drawn

Ld

part ol this land to his children and

men. Attawanhood lived near Eight
Mile Istand, in Lyme. He was con-
'vertedlto Christianity and bhaptized |
Joshua, and lived in peace with the
white m

Josh B."s will, which is given en-
tive in the History ol Tolland Coun-

iPic‘meer Rock

It is ‘smd that the fivsl white man
to visit Hebron slept lor a mght i1t
he shelter of this rock.

iy, pa 3-16, is an inter cqtmw doe-
ument, | but too long to he quoted iuT
full. By e gives to his
two sons, in addition to other tracts, |

“forty I!gcres of land already broke'

up at Podunk, and also a plot of land
about a hall a mile sguare lying in

| the last addition to Harttord hounds,

and incase either die, then to my

| two squaws, or the survivors of them.

| Further, my will is that my children

| that they should live at or neap Say-
| brooke.” He provides for his dangh-

* the schooling of the three, adding

' mot amoneg the Connecticut Indians.'

" chosen him to have the oversight of

1 azed about 70 or 75 years. The sa-

| surviving him, and dying in 1682 or

| ¢as. succeeded his father as sachem,

he hrought up for the first four years
henceforward, with Trugty and their
mother to teach themy English, and

fer, and gives further divection as to
“Algo it is my desire that they come

Speaking ol Trusty, his slave, het

~ | says “Also I desire Trusty may not|—

26 to the Narragansetts. I have

my* children, as aforesaid. Also 1
desire to be buried at Saybrooke, in
a’ coffiy, in an English mannor.” i

The pwill is signed dnd sealed at
| Paftapoque, Feb. 27, 1675-6. ~ Joshua
signs his will after the Indian cus-
tom, by making his mark, a picture
‘uerhaps representing a turtle. Al-
bert €. Bales of the Hartford Histori-
cal Soclety believes, however, that it
i supposed to represent “some small
animal,”

Picture Mark

Jogshua's father, Unecas, who is one
iof (ke witnesses of the will, also
‘signs by his characteristic picture
~mark. Mr. Bates, above mentioned:
slates that he has always been told
that Uneas' mark is supposed to rep-
resent a turtle swimming: It iz
roughly heart shaped, with an arm or
winglike appendage at each side,
and a crude head at the top.
Trusty, the slave, makes his marl,
using the letter T, Joshua's brother
Owaneco, theugh his names does not
appear as a witness on the will, sign-
&l other papers of the time by dash-
ing off a picture of a turkey. One
of the papers at the town clerk's of-
fice in HMebron shows this signature,
like a hen.

Joshua died the year following the
making of the will, his father Uncas

1688. Owaneco, another son of Un-

1t is said that in his latter years he
was wont to wander about the set-
tlements, a mere vagabond, with his
blanket, his gun, his squaw, and a
pack on his back. He died in 1715,

chemship, such as it then was, de-

| «cended to his son Caesar, upon his

death to Owaneco's brother, Ben Un-
cas, and down to the latter's son and
erandson, both of whom bore the
tame Ben Uneas. With the last Ben
Uneas, who died in 1769, the saclhiem-
ship of the Moliegans came to an end

forever,




In hig will Joshua says: 1 give
and begueath all that tract of land
lving on hoth sides of Unguoshot

| River abutting westward to the moun-
faing in sight of Hartford and Hart-

| ford bounds north to Major Talcott's
farm. Northeast to Wattochoguisk
! npon the east side bounded eight

miles in bredili from the mountaing

| castwards and to carry that bredth

throngzhiout the length being eightean

L miles and according to a mapp drawn .

and subscribed with my own hand

j;earing date with these presents To
Capt. Rob: Chapman, Lieut. Willb

| Pratt and Mr. Thos. Buckingham, Lc
each and every of them five thousand
|acors. To Willm Parker Senr, Willm
Lovrd, Senr, Robert Lay, Senr, Abra-

ham Post, Samll Jones, Tho (John

"in origidal) Clark, Tho Dunk, Ric.

| Bly And John Fenner To each and
Fvery of them four thousand acers.

|'To Francis Bushnell Sent, Edward
Shipman Senr, and Mr. John West-
ail ta every and each of them three
thousand acors. To John Pratt, John
Chapman, Johp Parker, Willm Lord
Junr, Samll Cogswell, Lydia Bea-
mont, John Tully, Richard Raymond,
Senr, Abraham Chalker, Willm Bush-
nell, Senr, and to Joseph Ingham
Senr, to each and Every of them two

| thousand acros. To John Busghnell

and Tho Norton to each of them five

 hundred acors. And it is my willl
what quantities of land shall be
{ound moi'e or ‘over and above the,

several gquantities given and Dbe-
guneathed as atoresaid shall be di-
vided proportionably according to
| each man's Legacy.” Other large
tracts of land are disposed of in this
(will, hut the above acreage includes:
all the Febron grant.
State Library

The parts of the will here l[Tll‘l(.d
are taken from the copy -in the stale
Tibrary. It differs in some slight re-

ispeets from that given in the Tol-|

land County History.
The Unguoshot River is the stream
now known as Blackledge River or

Marlborough, the land having been

[ taken from Hebron in 1803 to form

part of the above mentioned town.
According to “Trumbull's lndian
Names,” page 75, the word Unguo-
shot *“denotes land at the bend or
croteh of the brook where Black-
ledge bends eastward to its union
with Fawn River.” As in many oth-
er cases the name was derived from

|=2ome adjoining landmark. Aeccord-

ing to the same authority the Indian
name ‘“Wattochoquisk” signified “a
boggy meadow.” This tract was in

| the gouthern part of the old town

of Coventry.
The town of Hebron, according fo
anthorities, was never more than sev-

cn miles by ten, although the Indian

brook, flowing through what is now |

estimates made the grant eight by |
eighteen miles. As it turned ont, in-|
stead of there being any land left
aver to bhe “divided proportionably™ |
among the legatees, there lacked con-
giderably of being enough to czirry.
cut the terms of the will

It was not until 1701 that this land |
was finally laid out into home !om.i
nmieadow lots and hundred acre lots,
and taken up by the legatees or their
| descendanis. or =mold to settlers in
the new country.

A controversy arose threugh the
| part given to the children of Joshua,
Josiah Dewey and William Clarke of
Lebanon, claiming that they had
bought out the children's part, made,
'an agreement with the commission-
| ers, as recorded in the Hebron books
(Lands A, pages §9) of which the
following is a copy:

“Whereas Joshua late Sachem
dec’d did in his last will give some
gentlemen Dbelonging to Say-Brooke

and Lyme and to his eliildren a eer-
tain tract of land as will appear by
sd Joshua's will and mapp. And ye
'‘m bound viz. And ye dividing he-
tween ye legatees of Say-Brooke and |
Lyme and ye ladns belonging to sd
Joshua's ehildren not before now sel- L
tled. Know ye that we John Clarks, .
Nathll Pratt and Thos Buckingham .
ag a committee for ye legatees of sd
Joshua belonging to Say-Brooke and
Lyme and we Josiah Dewey and Wil-
liam Clarke of Lebanon  having, — —
bought some part of ye sd children’s
land. Being meet together upon the
19th of Novemr 1701. In ocedr to a
| leveing and full settlement of ye line
between Say-Brooke land and sd Dew-
ey's and Clarke's lands, have agreed . —
vt to begin at a pond called North
Pond,./Weh pond hath an Island in it. -
To run a north line from ve Baster-
most part of sd Island fo a whight
oale tree standing by Hartford old
road, and so to ye extent wel tree ¥s | —
marked on ye east gide with these
letters J. D. W. C. L. and on ye West [
with these letters S. B. B. and on ye
South with thiee chopps. And this
yto be ye dividing line between ye
|above sd Say-Brooke gentlemen'si
land and Jogiah Dewey & William
| Clarke's land. In witness whereunto |
we héve sett to our hands and sealsL
thiz 20th day of Nov 1701. Signed
and sealed in presence of us Samll B.
Wheeling, Josiah Dewey Juny, Josiah |
IDexvvey Seanr, William C‘larke. Johr
Clarke, Tho Buckinghame.”
* Conflicting Claims
However “loveing and full” this
settlement may have been thought
lat the time, it did not prevent the|
‘cropping up of trouble about con-|
flicting claims, and for many vears|
(it was necessary to get quit claim |




_lon's heirs claimed 2,600 acres in the

deeﬂs Mrom Clatke and Dewey before
the land titles were good. As if this
were not enough, Major John Mas-

'ﬂ'ﬁrthéast of the Hebron tract, 4000
in the southern part, and 700 in what |-
is nmow the parish of Marlborough,
| which had been deeded to Major Ma-
‘ son by Uncas. Altogether there was
g0 much litigation that the growth |
of the plantation was seliumsl} hamp-
| ered.
| OF interest, though again too long
+for a tull quotation, is the Colonial
patent issued to the persons named:
rin Joshua’s will through “The Gov-
| ernor and Company assembled in
| General Court aceording to the com- |
mission and by vertue of power
granted to them by our late Sover-
aigne Charles the Second of hlessed
1 memory in his letters pattent hears
ing date the three & twentyveth day
of April in the fowerteenth veay of
his sayd maties (Majesty’s) reigne.”
This patent covered “all ye woods, |
nplands, arrable lands, meadows,
| pstures, ponds, waters, vivers, fish-
mgs, buntings, foulings, mines, miner-
als, guaries, precious stones upon or
within sd traets ol lands with all oth- |
|.er proffits, comodities thereunto he-
longing,” and descrilyed the title as
“according to the tenure of his Ma-
ties manor of East Greenwieh in the |
County of Kent in the Kingdom of
Eugland in free and common socage |
& not in capitte nor by kmght serviee
thay yielding and paying therfor Lo
or Soveraigne Lord the King his
heirs & successors only ye fifth payt
of all yvé oare of gold and silver |
which from time to time and at all
times hereafter shall he there got-
ten had or obtained in lieu of all
rents, services, duties & demands
whatsoever, according to charte.."|
Dated June 8, 1687. M
There arve traditions of an ancient
Indian trail from Middletown through
Middle Haddam and Westchester, | -
crossing Hebron at the old Colches-
ter road near the fundations of the
old Brick School House, and con-
{ tinuing on through Lebanon and be-
yond. A quarter of a mile more or
less. to the southward of the school
house site, is a huge red paint hill, ‘
which was doubtless visited by pass®|
ing Indians who wished to replenish
their supplies of paint for use when
on the war path.” There is also n
| tradition that the first white man
ever to set foot in Hebron slept a
night under the shelter ol the great’
granite shaft left by glaeial deposit
on the top of Raymond Hiill, known
as "Pioneer's Roek.” X

Five Mile Tract 4
A rock, not easily found, heailngE:
|th9 deeply graven letter L, may be
arseovered hy the curious to-day, |

deep in the shade of a wooded hill-
side in the Amston section of the
‘town It is about opposite to the
miace formerly owned by the late
Miss Elizabeth Gott, "This rock
{marks the south west corfer of the
Lebanon five mile tract. |
: Qctober 12, 1705, Joln Pientis and |
John Plumbe, county surveyors, he-
ing thereunto empowered by the =en-§
eral court, surveyed the eastern and
‘southern sides of the “Lebanon Flve =
IMile,” and established the bouuclaw
iies thereof by marked rocks and
trees. The rocks remain, the one in
'Goshen plainly marked L. V. M. €.
(Lebanon Five Mile Corner) and the
‘one in Hebron three guavters of a,
mile from the southwest corner of
[the North Pond with the letter L’ =
still legible upon it
Oune October day in 1924 a party!
of Hebron people, escorted by the,
|late F. Clarence Rissell of Hartford,
went on a pilgrimage with the de-
termination of locating that rock m
Hebron, Jlkmg the southwest cor- <
[ner of the said five mile tract. Mr.'
Bissell, a former Hebron man, much
interésted in Hebron lore, especially
‘ that concerning his native town, was
‘the only one of the party who had
ever geen the famous rock, and that
vears previonsly. IHe led tle partyi
through a barway some rods south
of the old Blizabeth Gott's place,
| tnow owned by Mis. Gerdine Frese)
on the opposite side of the road from -
| thie house, then up the rough hill-
side and back northerly, following a
|stone wall running north for some
distance. After a good deal of cast-4
Jing abont and retracing of steps the
rock was finally located, somewhat
west of the wall, deep in the shade
of sizable trees and underbrush. It
lgave the pilgrims a pleasant thrill
to see (he great letter L, carved so
imany years ago, on the dark surfate
of the deeply embedded boulder. The
running over of Lebanon’s claim a
mile or two into Hebron at this)|
point is anoether instance of the con-
Gicting claims of those days, later ad- |
Hjusted.
Some of the members of the par ty
led Dy Mr. Bissell were: Hart .|
Buell of Gilead, Edmund H., Herton
of Hebron center, his brother-in-law, -
tArthwr V. Linde of Haitford, Miss
@, B Kellogg and the writers of this,
history. A few weeks later the same
party, with a few exceptions, ]u‘cﬂta‘dh
the opposite or southeast corner:
(vock in Goshen, !
(To be continued) f
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I Tack of evidence to indicate

4 been picked up or
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| Second Installment
The Coming of the White Men.
Historiansg seem fto agree that

this part of the new world they

I found it covered with a practically
| unbroken forest,
W lbrush or thickets except on the riv-

free from under-
er banks or in swamps. Such oc¢-
casional paths as threaded the
woods were narrow and winding,
used by Indians o wild animals
alike, traveling in single file.
Benjamin Trumbull,
says
first acquainted with that tract com-
prised wvithin the settled part of
Connecticut, il was a vast wilder-
ness. There were no pleagant fields
nor  gardens, no public roads nor
cleared plats. Except in places
where the timber had been destroy-

quent fires the gzroves were thick
and lofty.”

Burnt Hill, located in the north-
eastern part of Hebron, is said to
liave derived its name from the
Indian custom of burning it over
yearly for a cleared place for the
planting of corn, Except for this
tradition there is almost a complete
that
Indians inhabited this locality other-

{wise than as they wandered about

hunting' and fishing. Indian arrow
heads, bits of broken stone dishes
and other stone implements have
ploughed up in
the fields from time to time in
various parts of the town, testitying
mutely that the red men once roain-
ed here.

It was in June, 1704 when the first

jher‘e.
tjamin Thumbull,
(author of the first complete history |
:ot‘ Connecticut,

white men actually came to settle
according to the Rev. Ben-
above mentioned,

and a
| Hebrou, born in 1735, These pioneers

~were William Shipman of Sayhrook

and Timothy Phelps of Windsor,

| who starfed out in company from

Windeor, it is said, making the trip

jon foot to tie promised land. The

Hstart and
|| hefore

distance from Windsor to Hebrou in

Tl a direct line is about twenty miles.

It is mnearer 25 or 30 by road, or

about a day's march for the sturdy

yeomen, who doubtless took an early
reached their destination
night fall. It will he noted
that nearly thirty vears had elapsed

bhetween the date of the making of

Attawanhood’s will and the first at-
tempt to settle the tract later to be
known as Hebron. This may seem a

little singular, but it was no smail |

taglk to sst out to conguer the un-
charted wilderness, and it is also
probable that the conflicting claims

when our ancestors first came to

the historian, .
“When the Ionglish became -

ed and its growth prevented by fre-

native of

[| arising fiom the niore or less vague |

|and to the Saybrook legatees.
litem in hig will gives to his two sons
| or his daughter,
| of the sons.
| between Nippamug path
lands given to the people of Say-

|

previous attempts to settle here. At-

| tawanhood (or Jeshua) for instance, |

seems to have given a good part of
the same land both to his c¢hildren!
An

in case of the death
and the
brook.” Put ag he gave the Saybrook
he actually possessed it is not ail-
ficult to picture their bewilderment

when trying to determine where
their bhoundaries ought to lie.

as has been said, hought up the

| Indian children’s rights and levied &

toll on those settlers who essayed Lo

by them to be their own land.
It seems likely that scouts had
bheen sent ahead previously to locate

and the latter in 1702, and there wers
doubtless well defined trails over
which, for at least a good part of the

The late Governor John 8. Peters,
a native of Hebron, born in 1772,

—| memoirs of the late

| two first settlers,

|Tra Bissell
iantumn of 1705." Perhaps the dis-!

left some interesting historical notes
written in 1843, He says of these
“They built log
houses on ground now occupied by
amd Joel Willeox, in

crepatcy in dates, as given hy Trum-
bull and Peters, may he accounted
for by the “old style and new style! @
systems of dates. It seems likely
whatevel the date that the tn st Set-

i tlers built their log Touses thdL m'at

The site of one of these log houses
was dug up a few years ago on the
Amston road a mile south of Hebron
| village, disclosing the old founda-
tions, by Hilding brothers, who now

when laying the foundations for a
garage, An ink hottle of ancient de-
sign was found by one of the men
while making the excatation. The
hottle was intact, and is preserved

- by the Hilding family. It may lave
ddted back to early days of the town.

Coming of the First Women
An  anecdote from the personal
Governor S,
Peters, above quoted, tells of the
| coming of the first white women and
is givn verhatim helow.

“While the men were making
meuarat:ous for theh families in

terms of the will had diseouraged |

avay, the two men made their march. |

“All that tract of land -

T

| people a great deal more land than

Clarke and Dewey, seizing the op-
| portunity for a little sharp practice,

r

-

comie and occupy what was supposerd f

1}

and survey the land, so that the two
| pioneers prohably had some idea of

the destination sought by them.
Lebanon and Coichester were al-
ready settled, the former in 1700,

Jfall after staking out their claims. '

1own and occupy the Ira Bissell placa |-

|

b
|

|

Byl




| their provisions with them dnd re-
mained for weeks at their new
|homes. Their wives, being anxious
for the swelfare of thelr husbands
_land unwilling to be left too long
alone, four or five started one shin-
_|ing morning for the promised land,
twenty long miles through the wilder
ness, regulating their course by
marked ftrees and crogsing the
streams on logs felled for the pur-
pose.

Night overtook them in the lower
part of Gilead. They wandared irom
the line and brought up on the hill
|south of Nathan Smith's house, as
{later located. FWearing that the
wolves would regale themselves up-

cluded to roost upon the tap of the
+high rock on the summit of the hill.
Here they proclaimed their lamen-

+ 4

serenade attracted the attention of
their hushands, who wandered to-
wards the sound until they fortu-
nately found their wives on the rock
which they had chosen for iheir
Inight's repose.
| The gratification of the intsrview
can be hefter imagined than des-
cribed.”

1t is pleasant to think of thess
Lrave, eager wonen starting out on

ny morning of the long ago. hey had
waited for weeks at Windsor, im-
patient at the long delay, and with
o way of communicating with their
hushands, even as muech as to find
out whether they were dead or alive

Refreshed by a good night's slaep
(Wearing stout, homespun clothing
{and strong shoed, " and mo doubt
|earrying as much of a load of fosd
land provision as they colld com-
fortably  manage, they set ouf
!through the green woods, in the
early morning, with high hopes. It

‘!was easier at tirst to make sure of |

the way. Marks on the irees every
Wnowband then, Tlogs bridging the
‘r_ushmg streams, showing that other
i feet had gone hefore, a padded trail
|to be followed trustingly. By noon

they w. g-hungry, and sat to rest,
while tIf{

daunted.
They were guieter as the day wore

t_I1:ey were scratched and bruised.
1'Thrfe.y stopped singing. The shadows
gave the trees a strange look, as if
Uickering  shapes were roady to
dart at them. The marks on the
trees were no longet to be distin-
guished readily. It is no wonder the
Waylarers strayed from the trail,
casting about until they brought up
in the lower part of Gilead. As dusk
‘deepened they heard hoarse, omin-

en, Their blistered feet ached, and |

(thie simmer of 1706 tiey hrougnt-

on their delicious bodies, they con-|

tations to the winds. This mnovel |

their twenty mile wdlk on that sun- |

| v ate and drank, laughing '
and singing, a little weary but un-|

ouns sounds. At this stage panic fell
upon  them, and they wandered
{wildly here and thers in the desper-
ate attempt to find their bearings.

| No donbt well trained in the lore

b the woods, the women managed

to reestablishh their way in the
1Tight general direction. But an en-
counter with wolves was something
they had not reckoned vpon. Great
houlders like the one upon which
they finally stumbled ave not to be
found on every hand, and they hail-
ced the discovery as a heaven sent
vefuge., Gasping, sobbing, but with,
{ranksgiving in their hearts, they,
succeeded in scrambling ap the side
jef the rock and cast themselves
down on its' broad, fiat top. If, at

4 this stage, they gave way to “lamen- . —

tations" as the playful historian, |
{| Peters would have us believe, it is|
hardly to be wondered at. It seems,
however, much mote Ukely that.
having caught their breaths and
rested a little, they made the welkin
ring with loud, sustained shouts, cal-
culated to attract their hushand’s at-
tention if they were within hearing
ldistance.

| As the distance across the valley |
|from the rock to the place where
the log houges were located is not
go Tar but that such shouts might
have been heard on a still evening,
this charming little story is not dif-y
ficult to believe, and it has been re-
peated many, many times in Hebron
lore. After having walked consider-
ably further than twenty miles in
{heir wanderings from the line these
liardy pionee* women must have =
| been almost exhausted, but douhbt-
less their delight at joining their
Twusbands made them forget their
weariness, and one can readily be-
|lieve that they were able to con-
{inue the mile or so more tio the
pleasant houses in  the promised
Tund.

| Two of these women were Timo-
thy Phelps’ wile and William Ship-
|man's  wiie. Perhaps a third was
Eathuniel Phelp's wite. It is thought
1

vt an unmarried gister or two may
|I;1a-ve accompanied them on thier
[famous walk. Timothy's wife was
Martha Crow, horn in Windsor in
|1670, and therefore about thirty-six
vears of age. Her hushand was 43,
nd they had at that time children
o4 follows: Martha, 16, Timothy, 13,
[Moah, 12, Cornelins, 8, and Charles, |
‘4. It is supposed that the _oldest
| daughter, Martha, may have staved |
at home to look out for the younger:
members of the family, The Crow
family had had a painful experience
\some vears before, the father ofy
‘Martha, Timothy's wife. having dis-
appeared “for parts unknown', as
tersely noted on Windsor records.
\#lis wife, going to search for him,
was never heard from again, so the




childrar ore A iless,
| tho e provi ‘L for, The my-)
8tes  of v disu) nearance of the
Iparen:s ws neve  splained, though .

desceondan . have wmade all possible

‘research. Perhaps this poignant—

memory mx=y have had a good deal to
jdo with Martha (Crow) Phelps'
determination to seek her hushand
/in the wilderness, and it is not im-
probable that she was the leading
—.gpirit in the undertaking, :
Nathaniel Phelps’ wife was Han-

nah Bissell, a daughter of Samuel
From the women of this party have
des ‘nded many Hebron people, in
fact ¢ ig probably not too much to
isay thair about all the old Hebron'
families can trace back to them, in.
one way or another. 1
The rock of the story, commonly |
known as “frophet's Roeck”, thas|
not chaaged w whit since the days

olhers interested in historical lore!
vie't [ wearly. The Mill where it |
Sta 4 is now known as Burroughs
Hill. The rock is on a pasture on

|the lerend, as told Ly Peters. Like
the rotk shown in the previous

ahavé {(he sea level, It is mot dif

myait would lield twelve or
wheen sldults. Niches and erevices
aemiiug:y provided by mature make

1

fi
g

|land owned by Edwin T. Smith, a|
grandron of the Nathan Smith of |

chapter, it is a velic of the glacial |
period and hy some mighty convul- |
sion was split in two distinet parts.
ages ago, It stands about twelve or |
fifteen fteet high und entirely above
ground on the hili about 600 feet

ficnlt fo  elimb to the top and its.

of the ecomiug of the women, and! g
many parties of young people o‘rl

(& +ot of primitive stair up which |
the feurless may venture. From fts |
|location on the heights its top com- |

mandiie so bread a view, one is
temp ed to wonder whether the In-
diais may not have utilized it for

Jyecoundltering,  purposes, perhaps
fro niohistorie times. To wonder
‘wh “r the erude climbing way up
ity may not have bheen at least
| PE v made by hand by red men
e @ awept away and forgot-
te i

e the first white women to
' This is the story, and no
i nan, woman or child would.
ye ‘o doubt,

The photograph of Prophet's Roclk |
here shown, upon the top of which
the tirst white women who came to]
Hebron sought refuge from wolves|
was taken only a few days ago to
illustrale the story as told in the
previous chapter. The term is pos-
sibly a corruption of “Prospect
Rock,” by which name it was known |
{many years ago, according to Miss
IAdelle White, whose ancestors have
- lived in that vicinity ever since the

early days of the town. There is,
|however, a remote legend to the ef-

fect that an aged Indian uttered a
‘prophecy from the top of the rock,

referring to the future of Hebron.
(‘That the vrock was known as

“Prophet’s vrock™ at least over fifty
| years ago is evident from the use 6f
the term in a pamphlet published in
1873, written by the Rev. Josiah A.
Mack, a Gilead pastor, telling some-|
thing of the history of town and
church. i

‘While securing the picture it was
I notieed for the first time that the
outline of the rock, if viewed from
a cerfain angle presents an amazing-
ly characteristic resemblance to
| George Washington, in silhouette, as
lif lying in state, carven out of ever-
lasting stone with face turned wup-
ward to the sky. § |
i To go on with the story the name
of Hebron was given to the new
settlement and it was established
and recorded a township at the May
 session of the General Court, 1707 in
response to the request of a com-
mittee appointed for the purpose by
the proprietors at a meeting held

| February 19, 1606-7. Just why this

name was selected is unknown. The

4 Hebron settlers were undoubtedly

pober, God-fearing people, but it

ldoes not appear that there were
clergymen among their numbers at
first, and although forty towns had
already been mamed in Connecticut,
only one had received a Bible name, |

Lebanon, from a Palestine mountain. |

tIebron was the first town in the

state to take its nmame from a ecity

‘of the Bible. It has been suggested

that, the word Hebron signifying a
7l league or confederaey in the Hebrew

(it had a spec .l meaning for the set- |

lers, coming as they did from vay-|

ious parts of the colony to band |
| themselves together into a new com- |-

munity. 1

The town was incorporated by an |
Jact of the General Assembly May 28,

=

1708, in response to a petition pre-|
ysented by the settlers “To the|
| Honourd Generall Assembly now sit- .
 ting in Hartford, May 13, 1708", and I
Uity quaint and characteristic word-
|ing makes it worthy of a vterbatim'-

inotation,

. “Whereas the General Assembly |
fin May last granted liberty for a




~—were being laid out and improved.

‘part of the new settlement which
lafterwards became Andover came

‘combs, Blackmens, ete. To Habron

| Horsford, etc. To Jones Street came

‘being felled, log houses and others
‘more ambitious going up, land was

‘and there was industry on every

'ag was their eustom, going from one
Indian settlement to another, per-

‘homeg of acquaintances among the
‘whites, sleeping in kitchen or oul-
~ house Perhaps Owaneco and his
_good things to eat and carry along |

(language wag not readily understood

periains, and many others. To that |

the Binghams, Sweetlands, New-

proper came settlers named Phelps,
pawyer, Tillotson, Barber, Mann,

the families of Jones, Kneelands,

sht, Beach, Pepoon, Kelogg. |
J. 1 Gott came to the Colchester
T and families bearing the names
of rge, Waters, Skinner, Bulkeley.
New arrivals were coming constant-

ly.
It was a stirring time. Trees were

being broken up for planting, roads
The hum of saw mills was heard,

hand.
As the town grew and prospered
friendly Indians sirolled through

haps spending the night al the

squaw came through, begging for
with them. If Owaneeo's broken

he had a piece of doggerel wrilten

for him by one Bushnell, a Connecti-

cut seltler, which he handed out to

he read. =

“Oneco, king, his Queen doth bring
To beg a little food, L

As they go along his friends among
To try how kind, how good.

| Some pork, some beef for their relief

And if you can't spare bread,

| 8he'll thank you for pudding as they

go a gooding,
And carry it on her head.
This last allusion refers to the

| Indian cuslom of carrying burdens

by a metomp or bag hanging down
the back, supported by a strap over
the forehead.

Freguent town meetings were held
and efforts were made to secure a
minister. In 1714 a committee was
appointed to select the place for
standing of the meeting house,
Joseph Marsh of Lebanon, Simeon
Newcombh and John Woodward.
They selected the lot at the head of
the street or ‘“supposed street”,
where after many stormy meetings
it wag finally erected. The Rev, John

| Bliss of Norwich was called to he |

the minister, and settled in 1715,
His house lot was on Church Hill,
now known as Godfrey Hill, where
a plot of 100 acres was laid out for |
him. His salary was 70 pounds &
year.

May 19, 1716, in town meeting It]
was voted “to raise seven pounds|
on the present list to answer our
obligations about Mr, Bliss's chim-
neys, five pounds for Mr, Bliss and
two for Mr. Knight, the mason which
| wrought on the chimneys.”
|  The meeting house was forty feet
| by thirty-four, and nineteen feet
| “between joynts.” Benoni Trumbull, _
Ebenezer -Willcox and Hezekiah
|| Gaylord were chosen a committee to
oversee the huilding of the meeting-
house, hiring workmen, ete, “as in
their wisdom they see [t '
That great difficulty was found in,
getting the work done is evident by
{the frequent. town meetings with
much opposidon to the site selected
| as not central enough to accommo-
I'date the outlying district of Andover
Marlborough, Gilead, Jones Street,
and no doubt there was trouble
{ about securing funds for the work.
In 1724 in town meeting it was voted
that “the work done on the meeting
house by Mr. Case was not satisfac-
i tory, and that if Dr. Horsford go fo
law with My. Case the town will pay
the' charges.” But a little later the
new building was dignified by allot-
ing the pews according to the wealth
and position of the families, the
men on one side and the women on
the other.

A few items from the records give
quite a picture of the building and
seating. The pews were in all prob-|
ability built in squares, with seats
| facing each other and accomodating
whole families, the kind of families |
'that were the rule in those days. A
door at the side with a button shut
‘the worshippers in and doubtless
shut out “the world, the flesh and
the devil.”

June 17, 1720, it was voted “that
(Daniel Horsford, William Root dnd
John Porter with one more, should
have 1{o ymselves the fifth pew.
 Bamuel Curtis shall have the hind
seat on ye wimmens side, and Hd-
'ward Sawyer the hind seat on ye
men's side for ymselves and their
families.

‘ Willilam Summner for self and
| family shall have ye vacant place in [
| ye meetinghouse under. the wim-
\min's stairs to set in and to have
yve said place on condition he make
theue on his own cost a convenient
pew and maintalne ye one half of the
‘glass on ye wmdo next adacient and
when he or lns shall desert said pew
‘he shall loos his partieunlar right to
| ¥e same.” :

| At a later date, 1729-30, under the
heading Memorials,” the following
petition is recorded: '

John Meriell, Banjamin Smith,
James Gillom, Amos Stiles, 8
Owen, Ichabed Phelps, Zeuuba‘bell




(chugeing town officers amongst us

|eord is badly mutilated by age.

you, and whereas there are mnine
familyes already settled there and
divers more desiring to come as soon
as they can, we being far from any
meeting house and being desirous to
sel up ye worship of God amongst
us do pray this honed Generall As-
gembly now sitting to grant to us
the inhabitants of Hebron all.ye
‘privileges of a town that thereby we
may be inabled to take such methods
as most suitable and agreeable to
our present circumstances to raise
money for the support of the gospel
and  defraying other necessary
‘charges amongst us as well as for

and dividing our lands and all sther
things proper for us as a town with-
out wlich we find that we shall not
e able to continue here and we
shall submit to such regulations as

Jacob Root in the name of the Rest.”
The first town meeting recorded
is September 20, 1708, but the re-

f

Timothy Phelps was chosen as the

Ifirst clerk, and recorded births, mar-

riages’ and deaths, and land records
in the first books of the town, now
| kept in the town’s fire proof vault.
He was the son of Lieut. Timothy
Phelps of Windsor, and it was his

| wife, Martha Crow Phelps who was

{he heroine of the Prophets’ Rock

| etory. She was the daughter of

Christopher Crow and his wife Mary
Burr Crow, the couple wliose myster:
jous disappeéarance from their home
in Windsor has already heen noted.

The first paper-covered book
labeled ‘jLands and Grants”, and
dated November-10, 1702, has a chart
showing how the land wag divided
fnto numbered lots from 1 to 86.

These lots were sold to the settlers
by the proprietors and new lots laid
out from time to time.

At the town meeting Dec. 21, 1709

the town officers were: Nathaniel

JPhelps, town clerk; Bdward Sawyer
constable: Stephen Post, Timothy
Phelps, Samuel Palmer, Townsmen;
Morris Tillotson, surveyor of high-
Ways: Samuel  Curtice, lister,
yrepresenting seven of the nine fam-
{lies. The other two families were
those of William Shipman and
Jacob Root. -

Religious services or meefings, as
they were called, were held at the
‘house of Caleb Jones, (on the road
{leading east from where Loren
Lord’s house now is) in 1709. Later
'they were held withi his widow, and
at Ebenezer Wilcock's (Gilead) also
in Dr. Horsford's new barn, and at
othier houses.

In 1710 Joseph Dewey Wus granted
use of the “streame be! Jixt Col-

township at a place then called Heb- |

‘this Honed Assembly shall think fitt. ;

| ehester and ns for the use of a corn
[} mill so long as he shall maintaine a
sufficient mill for the town's use.”
# March 1, 1710, “T'was voted that
| theire should be no timber, Wood,
hay or atane (eataporied out of our
town under the penelty of tem shil-

lings per load unless the Selectmen

shall give liberty and further Wil-

:liam Shipman, Nathaniel Dunham,

| Joseph Dewey, Samuel Waters and
 Daniel Birge were chosen a com-
mittee Lo have an inspection over
the intruders who do intrude upon
us in caring away or Llransporting
aney hay, stone or timber and to
seiz all such intruders as the fore
mentioned hay, stone or timber and
the town toe promis to delray such
charg as shall arise by their proceed-
ings by law.”

April 24, 1712, Nathaniel Dunham,
| Nathaniel Phelps,, Timothy Phelps
Vwere appointed a committee to treat
with the General assembly in Hart-
| ford in regard to the claims of Major
Mason for their rights in the town.
A quotation from the petilion pre-
sented by them to the General Court
throws light upon their situation.
1“In speaking of the proprietors and
the séttlement of the town it reads:
| “It is now above seven years since
[they began it, but they are so far
from making any distribution or
giving any suitable accomodation to
{ encourage the settlement of a good
| plantation as they were engaged to
do that no land can be had but at
excessive rates, and they keep by far

that there is but a few scattered
are altogether unable to live in any

gociety. And now at last our titles
are so far questioned by themselves
as that of late they have solicited
{ug to join them to buy off Capt:
| John Mason's native right, the syant
whereof is indeed one great reason
why the plantation is mnot well sef-
tled. (State Library, “Towns and
Lands. 3, 16.” :

These claims were adjusted by
'quit eclaim deeds from the heirs in
1713-1718. :

. Dée. 26, 1712, Nathaniel Phelps was
chosen “for to ceep a house of pub-
lie entertainment for straingers.”

| 1In spite of all the discouragements
caused by conflicting claims, dis-
agreements with the proprietors,
|ete.,, the town grew and ‘waxed
stronger. Names of seftlers coming
I‘"to Gilead were Youngs, Dunham,
Trumbull, Hutchingon, Welles, Post,
|Rollo, Bushnell, Thompson, Peters,
Gilbert, and othevs. Marlborough,
once a part of Hebron, was settled

the greater part in their hands so |-
families in the whole plantation, who |

Christian or searce s0 ‘much as civil |

by Buells, Lords, Horsfords Cham-

e




Rollo, Azariah Cooley and Jonathan
Root. A humbell petition of the|
above subseribers is as ful]oweth.l
that the town would be pleased to
grant us the liberty to build a pew
in either the South East or South-
West corner of the Meeting house
over the galiry stiars, and it is
to be understood that the above sd
pew should nowdys hinder ye pas-
sage up and down the galiry stairs
nor into any of the seats and to be
built upon: the charg of the petitipn-
ers and in so doing you will ohlige
vour, humbell servents.” |
A vote in the affirmative is rec,ord—L
ed, to which a note is added:
“Daniel Horsford doth protest
fagainst the above petition and vote.
“Dec. 10, 1728. i
The above vole and protest may

| be found on page 103 of the records.
If one wonders why the good Dr.
Horsford gets choleric over this
geemingly innocent reguest to build
Jand occupy a pew in the house of

| God, perhaps a clue to his opposition
may be found in a similar “humbell
petition” on page 105, dated Mar. 2,
1729-30, and reading:

“Humbell Memorial of us the sub-
| seribers humbly shueth that ye seats
'in ye back parts of our galeries are
‘very much shattered and brocken
so that it is very uncomfortable sit-
|tin-g there on ye Sabeth Days, there
(fore our humbel petition to the town
lig that they would give us ye two
‘back seats in ye front galiry on ye
‘wimmen's side for te build a pue in,

~ for our more comfortable setting one
ye Saboth with this provisall that
|we tack a suitable number to fill it
‘and when any one of us shall have
a mind to leave it and set sumwhere
‘else that then they set some other
person in their room so that there
be no vacancy there and ye house.
Lerouded more elsewhere and in so
doing you will very much oblige your
humbell petitioners. L
Elizabeth * Curtice, Siball Post,
Dority Post, Phebe Post, Annie
Post, Elizabeth Rollo, Sary Trum-
bull.”
“The above petition granted pro-
vided the pue bhe built by Dec. next.'
A little searching of records re-
veals the fact that all of the
petitioners were young unmarried
people. Now wih a bunch of Zerru-
bhabels, Azariahs, Silases, Jonathans,
ete., on one side of the “gality
- gtairs,” and another of Sarys,
Dorifys, Siballs, and more, “to {fill
|ye pue” on ‘ye wimmins side” of
the same “galiry” it is little wonder
*‘-that. Dr. Horsford was perturbed as
to the consequences on “ye Saboth
Day." The chances are that there
was some casting of sheep's eyes,
to say the least, Perhaps even the
tything man's services were called

into play more frequently than ought
to have heen the case. These young
people are all dead now, with queer
|angel's heads adorning their granite
|grave stones. Let us hope they had
{a little fun while they were alive,
even in “ye mestinghouse.”
' Among other entertaining items
on the town hooks the following
may be cited:

“June 23, 1724, Whereas damage
hath been dome by greate drovs of
Cattell being brought ifrom other

| towns and warted and Cept here

the higger part of the summer......
fined 5 shillings per head by yard-‘
ing or giving them salt or ye like,

1 put if included on their list no fine |

can be demanded.”

“Voted that those who had a mind |
to dig a well by ye meeting house '
should have liberty to do so.”

“Horse ‘hous -or stabells North of
meetinghouse.”

“Stephen Post, Samuel Caulkins,
William Rello, Mr. Joseph Sweel-
land, Mr. Benjamin.Skinner should
be a committee to take care of the
| gchool for the town of Hebron for

the year ensuing.”

| oMar 17, 1724, A bounty on black-
birds of 2 cents a head Mar. Apr. or
May and 1 cent for rest of year. 4,
pence a head for each gray squirrel.
1 penny per head for wood peckers.”
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I the year 1717 the town author- |
llﬁes decided in town meeting to lay
‘out the village green, pride of the
| New England town. Carrying out the |
votes taken at the meeting a high-
~ way was laid out from the meeting
houge as far south as the Samuel
~ - Palmer lot, near the old Colchester
road. The Andover road was also iaid
| out past the cemetery.
The green began at the southeast
{eorner of the Andover road and ran
south Lwenty rods into what is now |
[ land owned by the Pendleton sisters, |
to a black oak marked H. W., thence
| westerly 70 rods to a great rock he-
tween two lesser rocks in the mow-|
ing lot lately owned by F. Asa Bis-
gell, thence north 24 rods to a rock
[ near the presnt Marlborough road,
thence 70 rods easl to the first
- — | bound. .
| This suryey was copied from the
| original record (which had hecome
mutilated) by a former {own clerk,
— | the Hon. Sylvester Gilbert, about
1800, and transcribed by a later town
~ elerk, Laucius J. Hendee.
The “great rock between two less-
~ ler rocks is a permanent memorial of
the ancient village green. The record
= ~ | may be found in the second book ol
Town Meetings, page 45.
~ | The meeting house, then in process
of erection, stood near the center of
| the green, by which it was surround-
ed on all sides. The spet on whicl
it stood is the old meeting house"
green, now the property of the local
| American Legion, is now marked by
(the boulder erected in memory of
| the soldiers of the World War, and
the plot is known ras the soldiers’
park. Over it in pleasant weather
flies the flag of stars and stripes.
| Few but old Hebron residents or
those of former Iehron extraction|
now realize that on this spot stood
Hehron's first meeting house, i
If one pictures the green as heing!t
tidily kept, mowed, raked and freed
| from refuse as at present, such a one
is probably quite wrong. Although
" nothing definite is on record as to
this, votes taken in town meetings in
'the early part of the next century
throw some light. There is no doubt
'that various kinds of live stock, cat-|
tle, sheep, horses, and swine were al-
lowed to run loose on the common
from the lirst with no thought of per-
‘mission from the town authorities, It
. was not until 1808 that a vole Was,
[ taken permiting swine to run at large
“provided they be at the time well
‘ringed.” Again dipping into the fu-
(tare, 1821, it was voted “that neat
cattle be allowed to run at large upon
 the common,” and in 1824 that swime
he permitted to run at large “on he-
ing well and sufficient rung.”
. By the yeat 1822, however, dissat-
‘isfaction with this free and easy ar-

rangement came Sulliciently 1o u
head to cause a vote to be passed re-
straining “horses, asses, mules and
sheep [rom running at large upon!
the commons.” In 1832 a vote was
passed restraining lorses, mules,
neat cattle and sheep from going at
Jlarge in the highways, except that a
person having one cow might allow
‘her to go at large in the highway.
Twelve years later this last clause
.was reseinded, and in 1845, in con-
| rection with a vote of restraint of
| horses, asses, mules, neat cattle and
sheep [rom running at large, a vote
‘was pagssed that any person allowing
any of the above animals or swine
to run at large on the Sabbath day
|should be fined $1.00. This vote was
w0 be published in the Hartford Times
‘and Hartford Conrant for four weelks.

Thus it will be scen that back in
the early days of the town such an
larticle as a lawn mower or even a
|seythe would have been whoelly sup-
lerfluous in keeping down the grass-
‘and weeds on the spacious green.
¢ An important reason for the large
llayout of the green was that here
 were held the military lrainings so
‘necessary in the time of our Ifore-
fathers.

The forclathers called their grean
- “the plain of Mamre,” doubtles from
the Bible quotation, Genesis 14,
{verse 18, “Then Abraham removed
his tent and came and dwelt in the
Plain of Mamre, which is in Hebren,———
and built there an altar unto the

-1 Lord.”

If one wonders how the owners of
the wvarious “horses, asses, cows,
sheep, mules, ofe.,” could tell their
property apart and counld find {hem —
when they wanted them,it may he-|
1answered that they probably did have
a great deal of difficulty at times, in
| apite of the fact that the creatures
| all seem to have been branded, Many
{are the entries in the old town hoolks
Lin the early 1700's telling of estrays,
lelten described as “in a sguffering |
| candition.” A few gquotations are glv-‘

{en here:

"We whose names are under-
{wrightten lLere in ye beginning of-
November or thereabhout being desir-

—{ed by Beniamin Neland of Tlebron to————

a prise a baay mare Coming 3 or 4
yvears old branded with the letter W
one the left shoulder and one the'
1 1ett thigh which Mare sd Neland hath
Lacken upn a SBiray which Mare we
prised to be worth three pounds and *
ten shillings.
Jogeph Swetland E

Jacob Sherein.

Hebron, November 17, 1729. Wel'

Vhose names are underwrit being
“called to srize a stray mare in the =
|Custody of Timothy Phelps Juner
‘s Mare is about two and advantage |
old her Coler is that we call Sorel
her feat are white. She has white in |




- genetations, and was used as the
‘ ta_w;r;uemntew untii oiher, cemerer-
ies were opaned up in chff?: ent parts
il o253 the town, when tleis bne gradually
1c§l ;nto disuge. In 1840 Andrew |

Mm'm, a descendant of Nathaniel, !

quit-(lnimed the rights of pasturags
to the First School Saciety, and this
right it still holds. Few, il any, of
the school authorities of the present
day know anything about this
' curions bequest, and it is neodless
to say, these “privileges of the
| graye yard” would not be used by
them if they did. 5

In 1865 “The Hebron Cemotery
Association” was formed, and land

| adjoining. and partly surrounding the
| old vemetery was bought. Lots were
gold, new walls laid, iron gates sel

| up, and rings set in stones in ihe

| walls to tiz horses to. However, few
| fainilies ave huried there now. |
- Descendants of the original shave
bolders in the new part of the old
yard now hold the title. They are T. ‘

| Ward Portey, Edwin T. Smith, and

Ella J. Little, descendants of Deacon
stner' Porter, Seth Smith, and
\ James M. Jagger, each of whom
| subscribad  for ien shaves. Other
| pubgeribers for one share were
| Noble E. Lozd, Royal Porter, and
' David Strong. The old part remains
| the property of the town of Hebron.
. William Shipman is said to have
|been the first person to be burisd-
in this grave yard. He died Septem-
be1 19, 1725, from injuries -eceived
when he fell from the root of his
‘house, on which he was at work.

Dr. Horsford’s grave stone, which
may he seen in the old cemetery io-
day, is a beautifully carved and very
interesting one. The stone is gtaunch
and strongly set, bul the inscription
is hroken and illegible in places, and
worn almost smooth by weathering.

| Tt is quoted I)qlnw:
| “Died Feb. 27, 1741, aged 63
~ years. These in memory of that

Worthy and much serviceable

and well beloved Capt Mr.

Obadiah Horsford Capt of the

first  Military Company in

Hebron grate practicnor of phy-

sicl who after Sarving God in |

his generation and ye publick
faithfully many years of this life
and a patient looking for the
blissful dawn of that illusterous
day wherein our Victorious and

Tryumphant Joshua will lead

the Armies of Israel unto the

Jand of Canaan and command

the sun of Glory to stand still in
\ the noon of Beauty and that per-

manent happiness....”

At.the base of the stone a carv-
ing ean be made out as follows:
SMade by Benjamin Collins. Leban—

| on Crank.”

1anxiety and danger to the town is |

Thié inscription, incomplete as it
ig and the few entries on the old
{own books which refer to Dr. Hors-
ford are all that remains to tell the
igtory of the life of Hebron's first
{niedical practioner. His wile was
Marcy—, and their children were
{ John, Dauniel, Joseph, Aaron, Mind- .
wéll, and Obadiah. The last named
was afterwards a distingnished -
(‘olonel in the Revolutionary War.
Descendants of the Horsford are.
doubtless living in many parts ol
the United States, but the name is
no lenger heard in Hebron.

Wolves =

That wolves were a real cause otI

shown by an entry on the town
books as follows:

{ “Feb. ye 22-1730-1 (Page 111, Tirst
ook of town meetings) Twas voted
that the town of Hebron for the in
Coriagement of Killing of woolves |~
erant that if any man belonging to
sd town of Hebron shall kill any
gzrone woolfe within sd town bhounds
|he shall have a reward for his 59
doing ten pounds to be paid out of
ye town treasury and five pounds |
for every woolls whelp sd money to|
he raised upon Fivery Man according
to their lists and that if they kill any
wooll as above sd in ye bounds of |
any town next ajoyning on ours
they shall have as above sd and if
|ye towns of Lebanon, Colchester,
.(‘1a.~.1ngl:erv, Polton or Coventry do
advance for ye killing woolves ds
lghove sd and grant that any of

Hebron men killing within any ol
{heir towns Shall have out of their
treasury as ahove sd, that then any
helonging to ye towns aboyve sd uhs.ll ;
have out of our freasury as abom
granted.”

For some reason tlu:: vole was re-
seinded the following year. Possibly
| {he treasury was in danger of de-
pletion. The reward offered seems to
{have heen rather surprisingly large,
swhen compared with the minister's
gsalavy.

If any readers should entertain
the idea that the town fathers of
flehron. were unugually poor spell-
ers, let tliem look over the books of |
|ather towns or cities at the same
period, and it will be seen that
Hehron scribes were not the only
ones capable of spelling one word
in a halt a dozen different ways.
Moreover, to this hardy band ot set-
tlers it was of vastly more import‘:
ance to be able to kill a “grone’
woolfe” or to build ‘a “hous” than|
to be able to spell the words accord- |
ing to dictionary rules. {

Dissensjons And Divisions. i

A list of men who took the iree-
men’s oath in 1730 is recorded on |
the town hooks, giving 160 names.'




'&i‘_lo:\".'lﬂg the continued growt}l of
the town, which contributed Lo its

problems, ) ‘ (
Notwithstanding the erisis which n:zéuﬁ‘-——? Jv’? .L‘?, 1952)’

sent the Rev. John Bliss and his ad-
herents into the arms of the Mother
(‘hurch of HEngland, and split the
(longrezational society in two, the
established Congregationalists con-
tinued to have their troubles.

It was probably about the time of
- these disagreements and splits in =
the parish that an amusing incident
oceurred, which is related in John |
W. Barber's “Connecticut Historical
| Collections.” The quotation is given
verbatim.

“The Rev. Mr. Buckley of Col-
chester, Conn., was famous in his
1 day as a casuist and sage counsellor.
A charch (said to be the Hehron
one) in his neighborhood had fallen
[ into unhappy divisions and conten-
[ tions, which they were unable to
| adjust among themselves. They de-
| puted one of their number f{o thfc’l
| venerable Bulkley for his services;
| with a request that he would send
it to them in writing, the matters
were taken into serious considera-
| tion, and the advice, with much de-
liberation, committed to writing. It
so happened that Mr. Bulkley had a
farm in the extreme part of the
town, upon which he entrusted a
tenant; in superscribing the two let-
| ters, the one for the church as =
directed to the tenant, and the one
for the tenant to the church. The !
church was convened to hear the ad
vice which was to settle all their
disputes., The moderator read as
follows: you will see to the repair of
the fences, that they be built high
and strong, and you will take special
care of the old black hull. |
|  This mystical advice puzzled the|

church at first, but an intérpreter |
-~ among the more .discerning ones"

was soon found, who said, ‘Brethren,

this is the very advice we most'

need; the directions to repair the |
‘fence is to admonish us te take!

good heed in the admission and

government of our members; we

must guard the church by our
— Master's laws, and keep out strange e e
' cattle from the fold. And we must

in a particular manner set a watch-

ful guard over the Devil, {he old

! black bull, who has done us so much
hurt of late’. All perceived the wis-
dom and fitness of Mr. Bulkley's ad-
vice and resolved to be governed by
it. The consequence was, all the
animosoties subsided and harmony
was restored to the long afflicted
church. What the subjeet of the let-
ter to the tenant was and what good
effect it had upon him the story does
not tell.” .
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her face and is branded thus “{7" on
ve left shoulder and is prised al
three pounds and ten shillings.

October ye 29th day, 1731. We the
subseribers being desired by Mr.
William Buell of Hebron to a prise a
sertaine heffer tacken up a stray hy
him our Judgment is that ye helfer
is worth three pounds eight shillings,
The sd heffer is a readis Coller mark-
ed with two slits in the.top of ye!
right eare.

Benjamin Neland
Noah Owen.” -
Such@strays were huddled togeth-
er in pounds provided for the pur-
pose, and if their owners could not
Dbe identified, were probably sold by
the town.
The Rev. John Bliss.
The Rev. Joln Bliss, as has already
- been stated, was the first minister
of the Congregational or Puritan

Church to be settled in Hebron as -

pastor. He was the son of Samuel!
Bliss and Anne Klderkin Bliss of'
Norwich, born Oct. 23, 1690. He grad- |
‘nated, 1710, from Yale College, then -
located in Saybrook. He 'seems to
have been a peaceable and well in-
tentioned minister, but he found lit-
ltle peace in the stormy battle ground
(of his parish at Hebron. From the be-
|ginuiug there had been a fiery dis-
|eussion as to the location of the
meeting house, the members of the
parish being divided into “nortliern
and southern” factions, each ardent
'ly suporting a corresponding site for
I their house of worship.

For a few years, all seemed fo go

fairly well, and the minister's salary, |

at first placed at [ifty pounds a year

19, 1717, to 70 pounds and fire wood
fmmshed

Work on the house of wm'shi'p‘ pro-
|gressed rather slowly, and it was not
until 1723 that it was voted fo fur-
nish it by plastering up as high as
the lower girths and putting in glass
‘windows, and to send to Boston for
glass and lead. There was quite a
‘raige in Mr. Bliss' salary in 1727,
twenty pounds being added to it, and

wag Taised, at hig ordination, Nov. |

in 1720 it was raised to 100 pounds,
over the solemn protest of Daniel
|Birge:

About this time the smoldering dif-
ferences between the northern and
‘southern parties began to break out
Cinto real flames. Perhaps the trouble
was not entirely the outgrowth of the
| wranglings over the location of the

meeting house though that disagree-
|ment undoubtedly had much to do
with it. Whatever the cause, the rec-
ords show that at a town moeeting,
April 24, 1783, (Church and town
{were one, it must be remembered)
about fifty people, “dissatisfied and
I partly uneasy” under the ministra-
tons of the Rev. Mr. Bliss, appeared
and asked permission to be set off

into a separate soeiety, to be forever
released from the support of Mr.
‘Bliss, provided they should secure @
| minister of their own. Thig reques!
was voled down, but it 'was an ill
‘omen, foreshadowing stormy days to
‘come,

It -shanld be stnted that the pastor
had already heen tried before a cou-
| sociation of the clergy of Hartford
County, held at Hebron; in 1731,
charged with "habitual intemperance
||and other faults. The council freed
him fiom these charges, and he con-
| tinued Lis pastoral labors with his
y divided and warring flock until about

1723 or 4, when he was dismissed by
the same couneil, i

While Mr, Bliss had his enecniies
~{he also had his stout friends, and

these, the northerners, so called

from the section of the town in

which thpy lived, rallied around him.
Meetings were held at the minister's
house, his adherents claiming that
the action of the council was illegal
and that Mr. Bliss was the only or-
|dained minister in the town. Upon
this he was promptly accused of hold- |

ing schismatic services and pastor |
and five of his mogt prominent sup-
|porters were haled heéfore the Coun-
ty Court at Hartford, June-17, 1735, |

laceused of “catrrying on divine wor-|
lbhl]) contrary to the statutes of thias
colony.” This was a serious charge,
as the holding of sechismatie worship
was a grievouns offense under the |
statute law.

Again Mr. Bliss was freed {rom the
charge brought against him, bhut he
and his followers were required to
assume  the costs of the trial,
amounting to about five pounds
apicce. One hall of the costs wag al-

- lterwards remitted by action of the

general court, when the aggrieved ap-
peared lLefore it asking redress. '

It was war to the teeth between

‘the two parties. Perhaps the trouble |
in the little town has never yel, al-
ter more than two hundred years,
‘been entirely settled. At length M. |
Bliss and his followers, doubtless
llaying their case before the Lord, de-
|elared themselves for the Chuveh of
England, organizing a parish in 1734
or b5, and Dbuilding their church,
Iwhcra they wanted it, on the top of
[the Plain of Abraham, or Chuarclr
| Hill, now known as Godfrey Hill,
'\ Mr. Bliss had ten children hy lis
first wife, Anna, whose maiden name |
lis unknown, and two by his second
wife, whom he married in 1732, and |
| who was the widow of the Hon. Dav-
id Barber of Hebron. She later, on
the death of her hushand, married
Captain Benoni Trumbnll.

Mr. Bliss himself gave the land for
the church site, but the building was
not fully completed witil 1766. He of-
ticiated as lay réader for about seven
vears. It wag necessary for candis
dates for the Episcopal clergy to go |




were po resident Bishops here. Mr.
Bliss had certainly “fought the good
fight,” and it seems too bad that just
as he was on the eve of his departure
for the mother country for his ordin-
ation he died, Feb. 1, 1741, of small
pOX.

His remains lie buried in the gquaint
old “Church of England Burying
Ground,” as it ig officially known,

church unsed to stand. His grave
stone, the customary gray granite
slab displaying a wonderful cherub’s

ing epitaph:
“Here lies the Body Buryed of the

Revd Mr John Bliss, ye Pleasant

‘and Vertuons Consort of ye worthy

Mrs. Auna Bliss and Mrs. Hannah

‘ Bligs, Lirst disgenting minister of He-

bron but by Regular Convictn Em-
| braced ye Ch of Engld & lived 6 years
in. her communion. ob Feby ye 1st,
{Ann Dom 1741, Erat in luce.”

to England for ordination, since fliere’

on Godfrey Hill, close by where his

head in full relief, bears the follow- -

|_a_ ¥, 293,

| Chapter Five
| Dr. Obadiah Horsford.
| Among the interesting and out-
standing characters in the early |
days of Hebron is that of D |
" ‘Obadialh Horsford, first physician of |
the settlement. Dr. Horsford came
~ from Windsor and was a physician
of the old school. His land extended |
seventy rods north of the Green and
up the Andover road beyond the !
' demetery. His house stood opposite
| the house now owned and occupied
by Mrs. Mary BE. Mitchell, on the
Andover road, a little north of the
village. The old cellar hole, and
lilae bushes mark the site of the
house which was standing a com-
| paratively few years ago, a pictures-
fgue story and a half structive,
. shingled on the outside walls, and
gray with age. In its yard was an old
' well with sweep and hucket. At the
time it was torn down it was
. probably the oldest house in the
town. It seems a great pity that this
cancient landmark was not preserved
as an example of the very earliest
| houses of the settlement following
|t11_a log house period, This could
~have been done at a slight expense
if a Iittle care and foresight had
+ been exercised.

In Dr. Horsferd’s harn were held
the Sunday meetings during the
time when the meeting house was in
—1 process of erection. He was closely [——

agsociated with the Congregational

' or Puritan faith during his long and °

ugetul life of service in Hebron.

1 .A, deed of eight or ten acres of
land to Dy,  Obadiah Horsford,
' March 12, 1720, from Nathaniel and
Joseph Dewey, locates the firsl
- cemetery in the town. Thig tract is

described as being near Horslord's

housge, “bounded Northerly and

Northwest on ye highway; Easterly
" hy Nathaniel Man and south on sd
Horaford's land but yet and notwith-
Cslanding, there is hereby reserved
out of ye sd tract of land four,
lacres of land for a Burying place to |
ye use of sd Teown of Hebron, and
Inot to be incumbered by ye sd
ITorsford nor any wise improved to
other yn moing or pastring horses.
cattle small, and sheep, and ye sd
+ Horsford is hereby bound to main-

la;ii:'cqnv_enie_nt. bhars or gates for ye
| town's use when he shall fence ye
sd Burying place be ye guantity of
adres more or less.”

In 1723 Dr. Hor

. 2

—_—————

rsford sold seven |
and a hall acres of this land to
Nathaniel Mann, reserving, as for-
nierly, three acres for the town ior
_| the burying place, with the privilege
| of pasturing; ete:

| MThe old cemetery was under the
control of the Mann family for many
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Town Of Hebron

Dr. Benjamin Pomeroy.

“There were giants in those days.”

This guotation, taken from’ the Old
| Testament, has been used many
times in history sketches of Hebron,
to apply to the Rev. Benjamin Pom-
eroy, D. D., second pastor of the He-
| bron Congregationalists.
‘Mr:. Pomeroy was bhorn in Suffield,
| November 19, 1704, the son of Jo-
| seph, and the descendant of Eltweed,
| first Pomeroy settler in this country,
who came to Windsor in 1636. He
graduated from Yale, 1733, with high-
est honors. He not only stood first in
his class, but to him and his class-
mate, Eleazer Wheelock, ( afterwards
Dr. Wheelock) to whom he had be-
 come greatly attached, was awarded
the first Berkeley prize for superior
mevit in literature. Mr. Pomeroy at
‘his ordination, December 16, 1735 was
installed pastor ‘‘of the town of He-
bron,” thus ignoring the very exist-
ence of the little band of churchmen
under the Rev. John Bliss.

He married, October 24, 1734,
Abigail Wheelock, sister of his close
friend, Hleazer Wheelock. She was
seventeen years old at the time, rath-
er voung, as we should think of it
| nowadays, to assume the position of

in a minister’s wife,

Dr. Wheelock was founder of the
famed Indian school at TLebanon
Urank, (mow Columbia) from which
sprung Dartmouth College. Dr. Pom-
eroy was one of the original trustees

until his death. Tht Wheelock resi-
dence is still standing, now owned
and occupied by H. Welton Porter.
The schoolhouse in which the Indian
I school was started is also standing,
land is in use as a public school, on
Columbia Green. It has been remod-
| eled, but timbers and framework are
that of the old building. The term,
| Lebanon Crank, arose from the fan-
cied resemblance of that part of Le-
| banon, (afterwards taken in to form
part of Columbia) to a handle or
| erank.

| In town meeting, October, 1735, it
was voted “to give the Rev. Mr. Pum-
ry 140 pounds a year, if he continues
with us in the ministry, to be paid
in grain as the market now is.” They
Jwere more generous later on. One
vear his salary was 175 bushels of
Indian corn, § bushes of wheat, 1400
pounds pork, 2091 pounds of bheef,
and also 12 pounds for firewood. The
continued dissensions and divisions
in the church have already heen re-
counted, culminating in the breaking
up of the established Congregation-
alists into Iour distinet parishes, of
'Hebron, ‘Gilead, Andover and Marl-
borough. !

of this college, and continued ag such |

| dignity and responsibility called for|:

-

| or offenders who had instigated.the

_Another question which caused
‘heated argument was that ol the
building q: 4 new meeting house. The
(old ,one was in a ruinous condition,
;ixhc{ it was gquite obvious thal some-
[thing must be done.
| |Matters: were brought to a crisis
when, October 8, 1747, the old meet-
ing haﬁs:ra'j went'up in flames. ' The
fire was; caused by an incendiary,
said to lje #half witted young man
of the nEighborhood who was hired |
for the pirpose: The young man was
Moses H‘u';tch‘inson. of the old Hebron
family loft that name. He was after-
ward prosecuted and committed to
jail for the crime, the real offender

deed, doubtless escaping punishment.

Moses Hutchingon's deed in burn-
ing down the meeting house caused
greaf scandal and wproar, and excite-
ment seethed as the news slowly pen-
etrated to the various parts of the
town to those worshippers who lived
remote from the center. It proved,
however, in some ways, not to be so
unfortunate an occurrence, since the
question was detinitely settled 7ve-
garding the building of a new house
ol worship.

| and his expostulations and pleadings

During the year v en the burning
oceurred, ten society meetings were
held to consider aboul the building of
a new meeting house, It was finally
decided to build one 60 feet by 48
feet, and 25 foot posts, on the spot
where the old one stood. The new
house was built in 1748 and it con-
fained some of the timbers that were
already hewed for an addition to fhe
old building, and which were saved
from the fire. Some of these same
timbers were also nied in the build-
ing of the third m ‘'ing house, de-
stroyed by fire in 13582, remembered
by Hebron people of the older gen-
eration.

The first house of worship stood

| thirty-one years, the second eighty-

one years. The third, which was ded-
icated Jan. 1, 1829, “to Father, Son,
and Holy Ghost,” stood for fifty-three
years, until 1882, when the present
one was built.

During the year following the or-
dination of Mr. Pomeroy as pastor of
the Hebron Congregationalists, he re-
ceived into the chureh thirty persons,
and in 1737 thirty-five others,

Benjamin Trumbull, the historian,
says of him, “Mr, afterwards Dr.
Pomeroy, was a man of real genius,
grave, solemn, and weighty in his dis-
courses; they were generally well
composed, and delivered with a great
degree of animation, zeal and affec-
tion. He appeared to have a deep con-
cern for the salvation of his hearers,
and often in his addresses to them,

with them to be reconciled to God, to!

forsake the foolish and live, would’
| melt into tears and weep over them..




w,be reckoned among the best preach-
lers of his day. He could set the ter-
|rors of the Lord in awful array he-

| His language was good, and he might’

l
{

‘fore sinners, and show them in am:
'a.lal'mmg manner, the slippery places

on which they stood. With equal ad-

vantage he could represent the Won-

lders of Christ's love, his glory, the

fsutftciemy of his righteousness, and

the hlessedness of all who would be
» lreconci]ed unto God through Him.”

"I In 1740 the Rev. George Whitefield,’

the famous evangelist, in speaking ot
Doctor Pomeroy, says, “Hebron is the

gtronghold of Satan, for its people
mightily oppose the work of the
Lord, being more fond of earth than
| heaven.” (Peters’ History of Connec-
ticut, reprint, 1877, page 140). It is

“said that Pomeroy was an intimate |

(friend and correspondent of the
evangelist, Whitefield was doing a
‘wol derful work both here and in
England, holding meetings every-
‘Whexe in season and out, with trem-
‘endous results in the way ol converts
and it is not surprising that the
'young Hebron preacher caught the
‘inspiration and set about following
his example in a smaller way.

Dir. Pomeroy's zeal in the cause of
‘religion, hiowever, strange as it may
seem, bronght him into considerable
'trouble with the authovities, and
|cansed him a good deal of personal
| privation and discomfort.

The Rev. Samuel Peters, in his
| “General History of Connecticut,”
says of him. (reprint, page 140) “Thi:

town is honoured by the residence of |

lthe Rey. Benjamin Pomeroy, an ex-
cellent scholar, an exemplary gentle-

man, and a most thundering preach-|

“er of the New-Light order. His greal
abilities procured him the favour and
henour of being the instructor of
Abimileck, the present king of Mo-
‘hegin, He is of a very persevering,
sovereign disposition, but just, polite,

' generous, charitable, and without dis- |

_‘si-mulatinn. Avis alba.”

applied to those of the clergy who,
during the “great awakening” of the
time of Jonathan BEdwards and White
field, threw themselves heartily into
the revivalistic school of preaching.
| Their opponents were known as the
“pld Ilghts." believing in a more so-
ber and Conservative appeal for the
| saving of souls,
I In 1742 the General Assembly pass-
{ed an act making it a punishable of-
fense for a minister to “preach, teach
lor publicly exhort, in ahy town or so-
|ciety within this colony, withoul the
desire and license of the settled min-
ister and the major part of the
! chlu'(.h of such town and society, ete.”

|Thus it came about that Dr, Pomeroy, |

lalong with the Rev. James Daven-
port, was arrested for having com-
‘mitled great disorders. Davenport

The term “new light” seems to be |

Itle from the meeting-house to the

. of Mr. Benjamin IPomeroy, clerk, of

| that of having criticised “the late

L {1

had convened great assemblies at
|Strattord, and Pomeroy had worked
with him, preaching and exhorting
m the approved new-light style. The |
‘General Assembly decided to trans-
port ‘Davenport to Southhold, Long |
Island, where he strictly belonged,
and Pomeroy's case was dismissed
for lack of sufficient evidence. Pom-
“éroy was treated rudely, and a sup-
posed attempt was made to push Rim
down the stairs of the ecourt 'hum.c.

but he saved himself by a leap.'
This was only the beginning of his |
troubles, however. Trumbull {ells the

| stor y of ‘his later arrest. (page 132-3, |

Yol , Trumbull reprint).
| ”Sumq time after, a lecture was
appointed in Colchester, [or Mr. Pom-

‘eroy to preach. Himself and Mr. Lit-|

tle, the pastor, had always lived in
harmony; their parishes joined each
‘other; Mr. Pomeroy went from home
|supposing that he was about to af-
tord him brotherly assistance and to
(oblige his people. But entirely con-
trary to his expectations Mr. Little,
|either from his own private feelings,
or from the influence of some of his
(prineipal hearers, forbade his going
into the meeting-house. There was a
great collection of people, from Cal-
chester and:the neighboring towns,
‘who were earnest to hear the word.
\ﬂr Pomeroy, considering that many
'saints might be quickened, strength-|
‘uned and comforted, and thal some
souls might possibly be saved from
‘death by his preaching, therefore
(Judged it his indisp‘ensable duty to
preach. Accordingly he retired a lit-

shade of a grove, and preached to a
|very numerous auditory. A certiticate
was lodged against him, and for
seven years he was deprived of his
salary.”

| Mr. Trumbull goes on to say that
“it was now a very critical and mo-
‘mentotls perigd with the churches,
for while the spivit of God wrought
|powerfully, Satan raged maliciously,
and, playing With his old subtlefies,
'hy transtorming himgelf into an an-
gel of light, deceived many.” i

| Later on the Secretary of f.ha col-
‘ony was reguired to “arrest the hody

Hehron, wherever he might he found,
and bring him before the assembly
to answer for such matters and
things as are objected and complain-
ed of against him, on his majesty's
behall.” This was for another offense

laws of this colony, made concerning
ecelesiastical affairs.” He had declar-

ed openly that “the law which was |
made to stop ministers from going
about to preach in other towns was

‘made without reason and was con-
trary to the word %of God.” He had
‘also been known to say that “the
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Onee aiter he had spent the week
| plowing the rocks and stones on his
land he took for his text Amos 6-12,
“Shall “horses run upon the roeck?
Can one plow there with oxen?”,
showing a sort of grim humor all his
own. On one of the lots belonging
to this place, as seen from the road,
there are so many rocks and stones
that it looks as if a glacier back in
the ice age had given itself a vigor-
‘ous shake just at that point.

In addition to preaching and farm-
‘ing: Dr. Pomeroy also found time
and opportunity to be a soldier, and
{in this: capacity he won for himself
no mean pame.. When his first born
son, Benjamin, jr.-enlisted as physic-
lian in the French and Indian War,
Dr. Pomeroy himself enlisted as
chaplain, After his return home to
LHebron, he wrote to a younger son,
Ralph, who was at the the Rev. Bam-

— el Finley's, Nottingham, Penn,, tell-|

ing of the death of Benjamin. The
letter is dated, Hebron, Novomber
15, 1760, and a copy of it is in the
| possession of Miss Caroline E. Kel-
|logg of Hebron, a descendant of the |
Pomeroy family. {
| The letter reads, in part: l
| "My dear Son, ‘

I've been favored with two letters
‘from you since you left home, one
dated March 18, 1760, which I re-
[ceived some in May following. The
‘other anuary 5th, which came some
Days later & have wrote as many
if mot more with as particular ac-
counts of our circumsiances as |1
(conveniently could & thought T had
good prospects of Safe Conveyance
& am much affected to hear by your
last to your Honrd mother that you
have received none. May we see the
Hand of Providence in ye dizappoint-
ment. T have not time now col'd 1
recollect ye contents of those letters
to write them in full and must there-
fore refer you for a Satisfactory Ac-
j count of many changes in our Fam-
ily, before and Since o that much
jdesired day when 1 may see you
again at Home & converse Viva
Voce. Now he sure I may no longer
preface the Sorrowful news, ye main
Subject of this letter. But as a righ-
teous & wise Providence too deep
for human 'Sight to penetrate is call~;
ing me & your Honrd mother to
mourn the loss of a Dear, a Ffirst
born son. So you, my dear child, thay
no longer refrain from your tears,|
for ye heavy loss of your Elder, vour
| Pear Brother Benjamin. He expired
al Schenectady, Wed., Oct. 20, & was

terred. "T'was there he was station-
ed as you know the last campaign, |
& there a Twelve month agoe He
was Bick nigh unto Death, T was s0
happy then as to be with Him when |

| there the day following decently in-|

| at ye Worst ten days or more &

| thre' infinite Mercy He was so far

| recovered as to ride Home with me.

But his frequent Relapses, Faints,

Inquietndes & Discomposures in the

ensuing Winler are too many here

to relate. In March he was appoint-

| ea Chief Surgeon of a Regt & his

Health being in a measure restored

He accepted that Post & to prepare

for ve Camp where ‘twas expected

as ag since happened, the [Small

Pux wd be frequent, He took that

Infectton by inoculation some time

in Mav at Lebanon under Doct Lord

of Norwich, got well thro’ & tho

very weak yet tho't Himself relieyv-:
ed of some old Disorders. But as 1

then feared & am now conlirmed in

the oy nion, was not fit to undertake |
the Filigues of the Campagne into

which s was now hurried. I had the

happir ss to be with Him the moist

of the way thro’ our long and ted-

ious March to Montreal by way ol

Oswege He was all the while in a

totteriny uncertain state, yet per-;
formed His Business well, which |
was very considerable. Doctor Tur-
ner, his Mate, heing left at Schenec-
tardy, & ,Doct Dwight, Chief Surgeon |
of Colo. Whiting's Regt.,, dying at
Oswego.

Two days before we came to Mon-
treal T was violently seized with the
usual camp Disorders, yet held out )
(to march to the ecity, where I Lay |-
| Sometime nigh unto Death. Immedi-

ately after the Capitulation our
| Regt with the other Provincials were

ordered back to Oswego up the same
terrible rapid stream we had just
passed down with so much Difficul-
ty, Hazard & Loss. I was tull of con-
cern for them all & especially for |
your poor Brother who was then but
just able to walk & quite dispairing |
«0f myself to attend the Regt any
further & advised by my Colonels

Fitch & Putnam to tarry at Schenec-

tady untill I might recover my

Health & go home by the way of
( Crown Point, T had a mind your
Brother Sho'd tarry with me; & he
was advised to by others. But he re-
plied He tho't He conldn't do it with
| Honor and Justice to the Regt there|
was nobody to take care of the Med-|
icines or Sick & he would go with
“then as long as he Co'ld. He hoped
to recover his health in some meas-
ure even on the March, After about
Ten Days confinement I marched
homeward not without difficulty; yet
arrived Oct. 8 found the family well
+but heard nothing of your Brother
‘untill we had the sorrowful acct of
his Sickness & sopn after the heavy
ne'ws of His Death & Burial; which
ecame in three letters from your
brother BEleazer who was there at
Albany the 1st & last of which let-




|great men had fallen in witn those
Mhat were on the devil's side, and en-
emies to the kingdom of Christ; that
(they had raised such persecution in

{the land that if there he a faithful
minister of the Lord Jesus, he must
| loge his estate; that if there be a
i’aulltul man in civil authority he
"must lose his honour and usefulness;
‘and that there was no colony so bad
as Connectieut for persecuting laws."”

It took the Assembly of May, 1744,
| only a short time to find Mr. Pome-
‘roy guilty, order him to pay the cost
| ol proaecutton'. (some 82 pounds and
over) and to place him in a bond of
ity pounds -until the next session,
when he was to appear before the as-
sembly to take up his bond, on con-
{dition of his peaceable,behavior till
that time.

Trumbull says: “While Mr., Pome-
oy was deprived of his lawful salary
and thus harassed and put to expense
he had this consolation—that his

~ | people were generally pious, peace-

able and friendly; and expressed
1 their good will towards him, in vol-
untarily supporting him; and while
large separations were going off
from other ministers and churches,
',u.ot a family or individual was sep-
‘arating from him. He was popular,
rantt wherever he preached, people
would flock to hear him.”
+ In speaking of his persecutions Mr.
Pomeroy afterwards said triumphant
Uy to a friend “Sir, those years were
the most fruitful of my lite, for I
[went up and down the country, and
wherever I found two men and a hay-
ostack, there 1 found a pulpit and a
congregation.” '
The first 7 years of hiz ministry
| he admitted to his church 229 by pro
fession, and 25 by letter, The follow:|
1ing year 110 were admitted. One ol
- his sermons was from the text “Those
whose souls are immersed in sin will
join their kindred and be partalkers
of their plagues in everlasting woe."
Strong words, these, but he was #
genuine “Hell fire” preacher, and nc

doubt would stand aghast at the soft- !
| ness and laxity of the preaching ol
the present day.

| He had a full baker's dozen of chil

| dren, and it was hard sledding for
the family during the time when he
‘waq deprived of hig salary, .nd was
paying court expenses. In thoge days
(the minister’s house was as a hotel,
and often travelers called there to be'
ontertained. On one occasion several
strangers came unexpectedly, All that
Mrs, Pomeroy had in the house from
which to prepare a meal was bread,
sugar, and cider. She erumbed the
bread into the cider, sweetened it
with the sugar, and invited tha
strangers to sit down at the table.

Then she said to Lhem. “Ilf you love

¥

God you wi]l be thankiul ror tms, auu
if you don't then surely it is as goed

‘tas you deserve,”

Descendants have preserved tradi-
tions, as handed down from accounts
given by Dr. Pomeroy's daughter, de-
seribing how the house used to be
thronged with people under the most
distressing conviction of sin, the ear-
nest preaher often spending most
of his nights with these enguirers.

(To be continued.)
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History of Hebron

By Susan B. Pendleton, Assisted by
| Mrs. Anne C. Gilbert—Dr, Benja-
min Pomeroy, Continued.

There seems to be some guestion

Jl whether Pomeroy's friend and cor-
respondent, Whitefield, ever visited
o Hebron and preached fo ils sinful
o inhabitants. Mr. Edward Day, in
|lns interesting history of the First
Charch of Christ, Colchester, states
'that the nearest point to that town
‘where the evangelist is known Lta
| have preached was Middletown. Col-
chester is a good deal nearey Heb
‘ron than Middletown, which makern
|it appear as if there is no record ol
'Whitefield's having preached here.
However, ex-Governor John S. Pet
lers in his personal memoirs and his:
torical sketch of the town states thail
the famous remark of Whiteficld's.

1 “You Hebronians are more fond of
the flesh than of the spirit and of
(earth than heaven,” was made in the
'course of a sermon delivered by the
great preacher in Hebron,
About ten or twelve mileg from
Hebron, half way to Hartford on the
New London turnpike in Glaston-
bury, a placard on a great white
oal tree states that under its shade
Whitefield preached +to a great

to he between three and four hun-
dred years old. If Whitefield did
not actually preach in Hebron then
that oak tree-is no doubt the near-
| est to the town of any point where
he did preach.

Besides being a preacher Dr.

ceived some time in May following. |

| Pomeroy was also a farmer. His
| home (The house is no longer stand-
ing) was on the place recently own-

led by F. A. Rathbun, and spmetimes

known as the Nelson Loomis of

|'Humphrey Fuller place. One of Lthe
lots which bhelonged to the farm- is-

|even now known as “the Pomeroy
Meadow.” From thig farm il was the

| rainister’s privilege, as well as duty, |
to wrest such living as he could for |

his large and hungry family,

kvauug




| O the paimed ear drum burst the
i sudden crash,
| Starts the red flame and deatli pur-
: sues the flash.’
George Il
In an instant hope and fear to-
- gether with the objeet of adoration
|'were wafted to terra inecognita in a
| fiery chariot. However, the fame
‘thereof went to the uttermost parts
| of the earth and was written in the
|| Chironicles of George III who in the
| plentitude of his goodneis, provided
a substitute made of pure hrass that
his faithful subjects may ever after
sing praise to his vietorious arms.
This mark of hia Mziesty's favor vwas
lost in passing the Atlantic Ocean.
As fashion governs the tenants of
chis planet, in 1775 the patriotic
tune had turned. The inhabitants
again assembled and rvaised a high
pole, surmounted with the cap of
liberty, which possessed the talis-
manic property of turning the hearts’
of all the people from King to Con-
2ress and they ewore that liberty
| should have an abiding place in their
dwellings forever.
A traveler noticing their fiery zeal,
'wrete the following lines and nailed
them on the body of the liberty pole
- Godfrey Hill near Bsd. Phelps:
‘I am thy God cut from the stump.
You sing my praise and fire your
Dmp-"
The fall of Louishurg occurred
(July 27, 1758, but the news did not
‘each the colonies here until ahout
the first of September, and it was’
prebably at gsome time in that month
that the pump firing episode took
place. The story is told as given
liere in Barbers Historical Collection,
published 1854. It is alao given in
The Tolland County History, Cole,
1888, and in the Hebreon Bi-Centen-
nial Book, 1903. |
A post effice dating stamp, cele-'
‘brating the one hundredth anniver-
sary of the pump firing, was made by
the late Lueius J. Hendee, post mas-
ter of Hebron at the time, and was
lused in stamping letters that went
out from the Hebron office. It was
|not @ postagé stamp, but merely a
device stamped on the envelop. The
design was of a rude pump with
spout and handle. On the base werc
the words, “Hebron, Con." The date
1758 ran lengthwise on the pump.
As to what became of the cannon !
(sont by King George there are many |
speculations, the prevailing idea be-'
ing that it was lost at sea. It has 2!
|50 been suggested that it might have ‘
fallen into the hands of the French. .
A vague report exists that the cnz.\-{
‘non was seen in New Orleans at thel

|time of or just after the Civil War, !
| by the late Captain Sylvester G. Gil-
bert of Hebron. As New Orleans was
‘2 French stronghold before the
Louisiana purchase, there is an ex-
citing possibility that the “cannon of
pure brasgz” if captured by the French
‘Imight have been deposited there. Ac-
cording to the late F. €. Bissell, how-
‘aver, little credence should he given !
o the vepoit. ; '

i s
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Since the publishing of the pre-|
. vious chapter the writers of these
sketches on Hebron history have re-
ceived from the Connecticut His-
torical collections (through the cour-
tesy of Mr. George S. Goddard of the
State Library, and chairman Charles
|R. Hale of the Sons of Union
| Veterans of the Civil War) a list of
Hebron soldiers who fought in the
French and Indian War. There is an
| astonishing number of names, over
160, a list too long and perhaps hard-
1y of sufficient interest to quote in
(full. Among officers there were:
| Captain Ichabod Phelps, Captain
' Edmund Wells, Captain Joseph Saw-
yer, Captain Samuel Gilbert, Captain
Joseph Barker, with many
' Lieutenants, sergeants and other
minor officers. Captain Phelps was
at the head of a company numbering|
82, officers and privates, in 1759, and
of one numbering 88 in 1760, The
same names appear frgm year to
| year as belonging to the various com-
panies, but are counted but once as
given here in the total.

A few words of explanation may
|also be added to the cannon or
“pump” story. Some who hear this
story for the first time are mysti—l
lied as to why the improvised can-
non, used by Hebronites to celebrate
the Louisburg victory in 1758, should
be ecalled a pump. Certainly the
pump of the present day does not
look very much like a cannon. Back
in colonial times, however, the or-
dinary pump was fashioned from a
leg of wood, hollowed out with a
great aungur, and fitted with a
great spout and a handle for pump-
ing. To the mérry crowd that wateh-
ed the “son of Vulean” fitting his
hoops of iron over Hebron's home
made cannon, to be exploded in
honor of King George’s victory, the
thing looked like the caricature of a
pump, and pump it was called as
often as cannon, it little mattered
which, and this idea was carried
out in the Luciug J. Hendee Post
Office dating stamp, used a hundred
years later.

|
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A fragment of an old rhyme sev-
ting forth some kind of a village
prank of a good many years ago runs
as follows:

jump

“To Godfrey Hill they went on the

pump.”

To where the Federals fired the

Only these two lines of the dog-
gerel can he recalled, but they ser-
ve to show the persistence of the
“pump” expression.

Porto Bello
Again referring to the ‘“Porto
[ Bello” field, mentioned in the pre-
| yvious chapter, it is interesting to
uole that there iz an entry on the
town books referring to this lot as
“the tract of land known as the
+ Porto Bello field,” April 26, 1787, in
a deed of sale at that time. Here the
gpelling is not “Oporto,” as in the
tradition handed down and guoted
by the late F'. C. Bissell. However the
records throw no light on the origin4
of the name as applied to this field.
It seems probable that the giving of
this name to the lot was in some
way connected with the taking of
Porto Bello on the Caribbean coast
of the Isthmus of Panama by the
English under Admiral Vernon in
1738 aided by the provincial troops.
| Porto Bello had been since 1597 the
|port of Panama and hence of Peru,
'a fleet arriving yearly from Spain to
return laden with treasure wrested
‘from the wretched Incas. Its cap-
ture created a great stir in the world
at the time. Mount Vernon, Wash-
/ington's hqme, was named in honor
of Admiral Vernon.
| Possibly there were Hebron men

among the troops sacking the an-

(cient Porto Bello, and it may he!
that the famous victory was cele- |
‘brated on the Hebron field in as
junigue manner as was the taking of
Louisburg. It may be that Don John!
Anthony  Lenares, the Spanish
, refugee, came from there, deserting |
the Spanish and finding his way to
Hebron with the provincials, and.
that from some fancy he named the
field. But we shall never know.\
“Porter Bell” the field remains.

0ld Porto Bello in Panama, once
the flourishing piratical center, is
now a small and unimportant vil-
lage. | A #!

The Old Elm Tree

Before proceeding further in the
story of Hebron the planting of the
tree affectionately known as “the
old elm" should be told. A statement.
dated 1894, made by Mrs, Eliza P.
Sharpe, now deceased, says: “My
great grandfather, David Barber, set
out the old elm tree. My grand-
mother, Mrs. Sylvester Gilbert, (then

| Patience Barber) held it up for her |
ifahher to plant, She was born in 1757,
jand was six years of age, making the
tree 131 years old. When mother |
came to Hebron to live what is now
| the rear of Wallace Jones' store
ystood by the elm tree.”
| This tree occupied the middle of |
‘an oval in the center of the green
where three roads branched. It grew
to be an immense towering tree.
|Legend and history have clung about
it, and it is shown, then young and
|vigorous, in a painting of the green
by Reuben Rowley, in 1830. In 1904 it |
was decided that the old tree, which
had shown decay for many years,
might be unsafe, and it was removed
then 141 years old, and a young elm
planted in its place, with appropriate
ceremonies.

As the old tree was carefully low-
ered to the ground in the presence of
‘a watching crowd, a solemn dirge
‘wag sounded on the bell of the Con-
| gregational church close by. It was a
very affecting moment and it seemed
as if in the passing of the tree, the
town itself had received an almost
mortal wound. The young ftree did
not live, and al the present time a
telephone pele of the S. N. E. T
Jompany occupies the place where
he noble old tree stood.

The Peters Family in Hebron

Among the many interesting old
‘amilies of Hebron perhaps tLhe
Peters family stands out as the most
mnique. John Peters was the first of
the family to settle in Hebron, com
ing from Andover, Massachusetts, as
3, young man, with his wife, Mary
Marks, whom he jmarried in North
Brookfield, Mass., April 3, 1717.
When John was only ten months old
his father, William Peters, of An-
lover, Mass., was scalped by the In-
dians. John's grandfather, Andrew
Peters, or Peslers, as somelimes
spelled was a farmer and distiller of
liquors at Andover, the first of the
family to settle in America. Andrew
| Peters seems to have been a man of
zood education, well provided for,
~apable, original and intelligent. The
Peters genealogy states that it is
{impossible to trace the ancestry of
Andrew Peters to its origin in the
sld world, though it is probably that
he was of English descent, as shown
Sy his use of the language, spelling, -
steg,, in his will. He possessed or ae-
quired a social position which en-
titled him to the title of “Mr." a word
of meaning in those days. He suifer-
ad much from Indian depredations,
having been burned out on two oc-
casions. The following quotation
from files of court papers may he of |
interest: [
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Chapjter 9.-
More About Indian Trail.

Allusion has already been made to
lan ancient Indian trail which ran
[through Hebron in the old Colonial
days, its origin lost in the dim past.
'wThi's trail is said to have led from
the western part of the colony of
Connecticut to the Narragansett,
couniry, crossing the Connecticut
River near Middletown-Upper-
Houses, now Cromwell. It then con‘
i tinved easterly, running south of
Meshamogick Mountain, and north of
Lake Pocotopaug in old Chatham,
now Hast (Hampton, through the
gouthern part of Marlborough, then
crossing the town of Hebron about a
‘mile and a half south of the green,
at a point where stood “The Old-%
Brick School House,” so called.

This old school house stood at they
fork of the roads now known as {heh
‘Amston and old Colchester roads. It
iwas torn down or gradually fell
/down many years ago, after having
‘stood, 2 picturesque ruin since about
11875, when its use as a schoolhouse
was abandoned, {

The trail then crossed a field an-
| clently known ag “0O Porto Bello™
now corrupted to “P rtgr ‘Bell.” Here
tradition says a blagk house was lo-
cated ag a’ place of i
early settlers in - of Indian at
tacks, the inhabitants repau-mg
 their nights for safely. This locality
was later connected with a myster-
fous alien, Don John Anthony Len-
arer, supposed to have been a polit-:
|leal refugee from Spain in the latter
pirt of the 1700's, who lived near by
and who perhaps gave to the field |
its odd name. Spanizh students say
; that the name “O Porto Bello” might
| mean “Beautiful gate” or “Beautiful
Port,” The field in gueztion com-|
| mands a fine view and is a very at-,
tractive spot. It is now owned by
Charles Schmidt of Amston, and to
this day it is called “The Porter Bell
lot.”
| ©Of the “Don,” that man of mySa
| teryy litile ~an be ascertained. Rec-

{ ords’ show that he married “Lydea’
| Owen,” of Hebren, April, 1755. The
| vear following he bought a house and,
|1and here. No children are recorded.’
| His age and the date of his death
are nnknown, but the records show
[that “Widow Lydea Lenares” mar-,
‘vied - William  Allen, November 8,
[ 1798, i
Hunting Ground. 1

The trail then continued eahtward
skirfing the hunting ground of the
Mohegans, and running north of the
North Pond, dear to the hearts of
!Indiang as a fishing place then hear-
ing an Indian name now lost to mem-
ory. (To the tourist and sportsman

this. noble sheet of water is now
known as “Amston Lake”, whieh
seems something of a travesty.)
‘From thence the trail goes on
|through Lebanon to its eastern des-
tination. "

| The late T. Clarence Bissell of Hart-
(ford, formerly of Hebron, and in 11'i541
boyhood a pupil at the old brick
ischoal above mentioned, hap taken
great pains (o establish this trail, and
the statements here made are large-
ly quoled from a paper prepared by
‘him on the subject. The late Martin
L. Roberts, an Bast Hampton histor-

ian, was authority for the location of
this tw.ﬂ across hiz town. He said
that old - inhabitants told him that
lraces of it were in existence within

Jieir memory. These crossed the hills

'in a practically straight line from

wvest to east and were shown by a
‘oot path Theaten deep into the
 sronnd by repeated crossing by the
indians in single file as their cus-
Lom, Was.

Tradition says that this trail was
| ased by the white men Dbefore set-
|;lements were made in. these parts.
Thig, tradition is borne out by the lo-

:ation of “Pioneer's Rock”, a litile
dast of the old ‘school house site,
:onnected In local love with the visit
of the first white man, who is said
%0 have spent a night under its over-
| hanging shelter. A picture of this|
i— ‘ocle was shown in the first of these
| Hebron papers. Another evidence
winting towards the use of this trail
I‘)efore settlements - commenced is
hat the first highway laid out in the
own led from thig vicinity te the
rillage at Hebron Green, and the
irst taverner appointed hy the town,
sanyuel Palmer, was located at this
soint. ‘
L An old tavern, probably a later
Ouilding, built somewhere back in
‘the 18th century, is still standing on:
t‘he same site, an immense, pictures-
jue structure, its framework staunel
18 ever, but beginning to look a little:
lilapidated. It is now owned by Louis
Tllenberg, one of Hebren's Hebrew
| ditizens. A front piazza and a few
{modern gewgaws have heen added to
‘he exterior, but the inside remaius.
\bout the same as when built, i

From Samuel Palmer it passed
" lown threugh several hands, finally
soming into the possession of Cap-
Cain  Hezeldah Bissell, who became
inn Keeper. The place continued in
the possession of the Bissell family
Juntil forty years ago or more.

French and Indian War.

Side lights on Hebron history, ob-
tained through old letters, loeal tra-
| ditions, etc., indieate that the town
|wag wel lrepresented in the Freneh
and Indian war, Thus far all search




for a list of Hebron scldiers in this
war has Dheen unavailing, however,
The Rev. Benjamin Pomeroy's letter,
quoléd in the previous chapter, shows
that lie was a chaplain in this war,
land his son Benjamin, Jr., chief sur-
wenn 0f o reghwent. Ife also relers
i his letler Lo the fact that fonrieen
Hebron soidiers of the Provineial
troops had just died, (1760) among
:them being Lieut. Beriah Wright at a
time of great mortality in the army,

It is stated in the Hebhron Bi-Cen-
tennial book (page 49) that in 1758
‘the larger part of a company in Col-
anel Whiting's regiment was cCompos- |
2d of Hebron men under the com-
mand ‘of Captain Edmund Welles,
and Amog Stiles (who died in the
iervice) 4s TFirst Lieutenant.
| One of the liveliest of the old ([He-
‘Jron traditions has to do with the
‘ocal celebration of the fall of Louij-
Jurg in 1768, whieh, as every student
of history kmows, was one of the
reat events of the French and In-
lﬁf-z.n War.

In the fire prool vault of the town
clerk’s office at Hebron Green an
'Told, ancient looking set of manu-
s_cr}pts may be unearthed today.
‘dome of these hand-made booklets
are covered crudely with pieces of a
lovely and interesting heavy gi'ay
wall paper, probably dating back fto
the time when wall papers fir;t made
| their appeardnee here, Among these
ilma'_kle'bs is one which contains the
story of the celebration referred to.
The handwriting appears to be that
(0f the late Governor John S, Peters,
lb_nt« ‘Is a copy from older records,
l‘f;-o-m what' source obtained it is not
‘stated. At the end are the words
[“Finis, 1775

‘ If the governor's unecle, the Rey.
Samuel Peters, was hig atthorily, as
|seems probable, there might be oc-
easion to doubt the truth of the ro-|
mantic_ story, that reverend gentle-
‘man bqing more noted for fanciful
lor extravagant tales of history than
for scher faect. There iz no doubt,
however, that there is much more of
__ truth than fiction in the historical
|records left us by Samuel Poters,
| Moreover, Governor Peters who was
born.in 4777, was of an age to have
(known intimately and t(alked with
those who toek part in the famous
celebration, and the fact that the ac.
count is sponsored by him ought to
be sufficient to atamyp it as true,

Pump Town,

The story of this event, which gave
'to Hebron for many years the name
-0§ Pump Town can best he told by |
| auoting the words of the scribe who
wrote it so many years ago. It fol-
| lows verbatim;

| Lawrence which was gloriously ac-

| savage feroecity, by the combined

{command of General Amhorst. The

fof loyalty should he made by the in-

“In 1768 during the war hetween
Great Britain and Fraunce, the then
North Amerizan (Colonies made &
'noble effort (aided by aa army of
regulars) to close a war waged with

forces of the French and Indiangs, in
taking Louisburg a strong forlress
and key to the Gulf and River St

complished by the troops, under the

glad tidings were walted on eagle
wings to every hamlet in the sufier-
‘ing country, gratitude warmed every
heart and joy lightened up every
countenance, warm greeting cheered
every bosom and enormous pumpkin
pies smoked on every board. It was
necessaty that some demonstration

habitants of Hebron to show more
clearly the love of the King and|

{eountry that entwined around their

hearts, caps were thrown high and

{a full chorus from stentorian lungs

grandly echoed from the surrounding
‘hills. But alas, this did not reach the
poles, The Sanhedrim assembled; af-
ter mueh deliberation the degree
went forth that a cannon should be
fired. No life destroying instrument
of that description had ever broken
the silence of thiz part of the new
world. Yankee ingenuity was placed
on the rack, a new article wap in-
vented and would have heen patent-
led. forthwith, had fashion led the
way. A tremendous oaken log was
broken from the forest and without
delay transformed into a cannon of
the ealibre of a hundred and twenly

pounds. To make all sure and estab-
lish the character of this new species
of artillery a son of Vulean placed
thereon massive hoops of iron, A
three fold cord is not easily brolken.
In accordance with this truth a cord-
ton of wood hoops were driven over
‘all so that the infernal machine look-
ed like a mummy dressed for the
vtomb. The work was accomplished,
‘the powder horns breought together
and emptied of their contents. The
gun was literally crammed and re-
moved to the summit of the highest
I hill, that the thunder thercof might
be heard to the ends of the earth. The
torch was lighted, the assembled
| multitude stood afar off in hreath-
| less anxiety, the awiul moment was
approaching, the torch was applied to
the train, the minion of mischief
crept slowly toward the chamber of
sleeping dust like the serpent to the
i ear of our Mother Eve.
‘Lightly the brilliant sparks [rom

grain to grain
Runs the quick fire along the kind-

' ling train.




ters 1 here enclose for you. You wu
be informed by 1st that he was in
a Low state of Health Himself &
probably hindered by that trom go-
mg to [His Brother hefore he dyed,
yet attended his funeral, but is as 1
Learn from someone wlm has seen
him in a poorer state of Health than
his letters describe. I have this day
sent him a Horse to ride Home, He
was nigh unto Death last winter at
Albany when he took the Small Pox
by inoculation by reason of taking
cold, yet thro' Infinite. Merey restor-

ed has been in Health & much Bus-

iness since. . . . . We are not alone
in our mourning, there has been &
still is a great mortality in the army
among the Provincial Troops. About

|14 from this town are dead, among _

whom is Leut Beriah Wright; whose
well beloved wife died Suddenly at
Her Father's Iouse three months

| before Him. © may such loud Alarms
‘be heard and noticed by us all.”

The father closes his letter by of-
fering to send his son a horse by a
friend, if it would he an agreeable
present, also “cloathing” suitable to

‘his mourning condition, and signs

| Father.”

reroy, Jr., only twenty-four years old

‘patriotism as can be found on any

|

| sunny day the meeting house was

himgelf “Your most alfectionate

No comment is necessary on the
story, so simply, told, of the young
Hebron physician, Benjamin Pom-

and as truly a martyr to duty and

of the  ages of history.

Time passed on and in no uncer-
tain way the approach of the Revo-
lutionary War made itself felt. One
Sunday afternoon while Dr. Pomeroy
was preaching to a large congrega-
tion in his church on the green a
horse back messenger rode madly
up, bringing the news of the battle
of Lexington, which as may be re-
called, occurred April 17, 1775, on
a Wednesday. Thus it wil be seen
that it took four days for the news

| of this important event to trickle

through to Hebron, a distance of
about a hundred miles, more or less.
The messenger was received by Col-|
onel Horsford, and the exciting news
was given out by Dr. Pomeroy to
his congregation. As it was a warm.

crowded with worshippers, What a
Sunday meeting that was! Men doz-
ing in their pews, women listening

to the sermon with thoughts occa- |

sionally straying to household at-
fairs, small boys restless, when out
of a clear sky the electrifying tidings
were [lashed. No niore church for
that day! Orders were given for the
militia to turn out. Every one left
for home, the women riding on pil-
lions behind their husbands, many of
them in tears, to make ready to pre-
pare for Hebron's part in the War.

|

Dr. Pomeroy was getting along in

yvears. He knew from dread experi-

enne the terrors of war, hut he had
never vet been found wanting in
t:ighting for the right. So in January,
1777, he enlisted as chaplain of the _
Third Regiment, Connecticut Line.
One anecdote of this time about Dr.
Pomeroy has survived the Years as
a bit of family tradition,

One calm, beautiful morning, while
the army was stationed at White
Flains, some distance away, he was
peaceful]y riding home after spend-
‘ing the night at the bedside of a
siclk soldier. Suddenly he heard a
voice shouting “Stop that old White
Wig!” Then another and another,
“Stop that old White Wig!” And he
found himself surrounded by British |
soldiers who tried to intercept him.'
Among his other accomplishments
Dr. Pomeroy knew how to ride a
horse, and hastily deciding that dis-|
cretion was the better part of valor, |
he lay down on his horse's back like
any cow boy, and dug in his spurs.
And then they fired on him! The
horse knew his master and what was
expected of him, and away he flew
like the wind. With Dr. Pomeroy

| elinging to his back he tore madly

along while the bmllets rained harm-
lessly around them till they reached
the American lines in safety. For a
man of nearly seventy-four that
might be called a strenuous bit ol
exercise.

The house was nearly empty when

| Dr, Pomeroy came home trom the

war. Of the children, Benjamin,
Ralph, Eleazer, Josiali, Abigail, Josi-
ah, Samuel, Hezeldah, Hannah, John,
Elihu, Lydia and Augustus Whee-
lock, five had already died, fonr in
infancy imr-ludmg the fn'af aniah)

Eleazer hacI gone to fore:gn parts,
Josiah, BElihu and Ralph were in the |

larmy, and Hannah and Abby were
| married.

Abby, poor silly creature, at the
age of fifteen had fallen in love with
John Gillette, who was just home
from Yale, one of her neighbors. Her
father was away and there was no
other minister in the town just then.
50 when a traveling preacher hap-
pened along, Abby, who was wash-
ing dishes, fearing lest this golden
opportunity escape her, hastily drop-

'ped her dish washing, dried her

hands, stood up with her John and
they were married then and there.
She died in 1835, aged 91, having

| been the prop and mainstay of her
| family,

Two of Dr. Pomeroy's sons, Ralph
and the second Josiah, were -gradu-
ates of Yale.

Of Dr. Pomeroy's last vears bul
little is known. His dealh occurred

‘December 21, 1784, when he was 81




yvears of age. One of the newspuaper
|notices of that day says, in parl:
|“He was a Calvinist in principle, but
not a bigot. His seniments were lib-
eral, his preaching evangelical, his
addresses solemn and affecting.”
Another press notice says “He was
called off from his public labors by a

| severe asthma more than a year be-

fore his death and was wholly de:
prived of sight. His mental powers
were undiminished. He took affec-
tionate leave of his family, and sit-
ting in his chair guietly dropt into
the arms of death.”

The name of Pomeroy has entire-
ly died out in Hebron, although

| there is at least one descendant of
| his living here now. Many descend-

ants are scattered about the country,
whose name is doubtless legion.
Dorothy Arnold, the mystery of

| whose disapearance from her New
| York home some decades ago has

never been solved, was a descend-
ant of Dr. Pomeroy,

In the interesting old grave yard
on the Andover road, about half a
mile from Hebron village his grave
may be seen loday. It is marked hy
2 large brown stone slab supported
by four short stone posts, a hand-
some “table stone,” so called. The
epitaph, partly obliterated by time,
may yet be made out.

“Rev. Benjamin Pomeroy, D. D,
minister of the First IChurch in He-

" bron and a trustee of Dartmouth

College. Nat, Suffield. Ob. Dec. 21,
1784, aged 81. For fifty years a zeal-
ous preacher of the gospel and emin-
ently successtul ahout 1743 A Patron
of Learning, a firm and active Pat-
riot, and a friend to the distressed.”

At the foot of the slah, i mow so
worn as to be almost undecipherahle,
iz the fdlidwfn_g poetical guotation:

“Along the gentle slope of life's de-
cline

He bent his gradual way till full of

‘ years

He dropt like ripened fruit into his

grave.”




ate School and special appear:

Church contiroversiea, digputed
bopndaries, and wealth of town and
neighborhood gossip, ete, ete, furn-
ished an embarrassment of riches
demanding 8pecial effort, Of our
chronicler it has been said, in the
square | language of the peet.
roof. Ita ‘With his eyes agog,
h, prob-{ And his ears set wide,
t. The| And his marvelous inlk-horn
“st, and By his side,’
aly two |he was ever on hand where the min-
0asting | utest details might be obtained.”
Be was Many tales ang anecdotes. of the
uly un- | worthy divine are current. He is de-
stands s‘cribed_as_hemg a short, stout, rud-
| .dy faced man, of strong passiong
ige did [!Nmense energies and command'u:lg'
a mig- | mien. (One account, at least, callg
him tall, Perhaps he seemed short
on account of hig stoutness.) He
had the manners of a gentleman of
_|ithe old school, and never fajled to
maturg | 'eturn the sajutes of the sehoeol boys
oming | Who doffed to him. In the Revolu-
& as a|tion he was distinguisheq by his ar-
years | dent patriotism. Being a Trumbull
ording (it would have pBeen surprising if’
e age |this had not been trye. He not only
tonsid- | Preached resistance to tryouts, but
ide in |Set an example of it by coming dawn
¥ the |from his pulpit an g certain Sunday, |

ir ma- | 1100ps had been made, raising the |
[ebron }eaf of the communion table, and
' loom | inviting his parishioners to enlist
« maid | for the defense of their country,

F‘m'ty-sbg responded, and the parson |
marched away at their head, pene-|
trating as far ag Ticonderoga. Later
he served ag chaplain in Colonel
Douglas’ regiment. Eye witnesses
said that hig patriotism would nat
allow him to remain in clerical garb
among the non-combatants at White

W;h 5 Plains, but that he shouldered hig
diat mukef:f loaded an dfireg with cool-
rvice | 1888 and the utmost Drecision. At

a critical time in the battle of Whi
Pl_a_ins,‘ when the rcontinentals welt::z
Obliged to retreat, a- somewhat. lu-
dicrous story is told of Trumbull
While he, with he rest of the troops
was ﬂeeing before the British, hé
came to a stream just as Colonel
Mmage’a horse was descending the
bank into the water. Trumbun leap-
ed upon the crupper behind the
Colonel, the better to get across the
stream, when the horse, surprised
by this sudden addition to his load
5‘1_1pped out from under them both
and left them taking a cold bath

_ His Return

‘?Arter his return to New Havezi
_a.n}mry 5, 1777, the martial Bpi-rii'
‘ed  itaelf ~wmc o

| f
k2§

aya

e
bury, Ethan Allen's Iron mine amid
the Taconies, New Haven's Collegi.

ances
French and Indian Wars, Newton’s"
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CHAPTERS FROM HEBRON HISTOR

CHAPTER 18.

By SUSAN B.

ASSISTED BY ANNE C. BILBERT

PENDLETON,

The Rev. Benjamin T,ru}-nbul‘l, D. D.

+ If Hebron has the somewhat doubt
ful honor of being the birthplace of
the author of what has been called
the most untrustworthy history of
Connectient (of course we refer to
the Rev. Samuel Peters) she can
also glory in being the birthplace of
the Rev. Benjamin Trumbull, D. D,,
who wrote the most authentic early
history of the state. His history was
in fact, the only eomplete one writ-
ten back in Colonial times, and it is
said that on it are based all subse-
gquent histor®es that state that have
ever been brought oul

Benjamin Trumbull was born in
Gilead, December 19, 1735. @ilead
ag everyone knows, or ought to
know, constitutes the northern sec-
tion of the town of Hebron, and a
very charming spot it is. Trumbull’s
birthplace is no longer in existence,
but the site of the house where he
was born is near the present home
of Gilead R. Perry, at the south end
of Gilead street, on the corner where
the road runs west. The old home
is said to have stood a little south
of the Perry house, about where the
vegetable garden now is.

sBenjamin Trumbull's parents were
Benjamin and Mary Trumbull. He
wag the grandson of Benoni, whose
father was Joseph of Sufiield, the
son of John, whose name is recorded
at Roxbury, Mass, in 1639. and at
Rowley, Mass,, 1640, having emigrat-
ed from Newecastle-on-Tyne, England
in 1639. Gilead Church records show
that Benjamin was baptized in the
old church, en the same site as the
ﬁresent Congregational Church (or,
meeting:honse, . 88 oun  ancestors
would have. called it). The mame of |

Trumbull has now pased .entirely out |

out existence in the town, and but

little can be learned of the histor- |

ian’s early life. .
. He was a first cousin, once re-
moved: of Governor Jonathan Trum-
‘bull of Lebanon. Colonel John Trum-
bull the artist, and his brothers,
Jonathan and Joseph, were his firat
cousins, also Dr. John Trumbull, the
lawyer poet, author of McFingal.
The fullest account of his life which
exists appears to be contained in
Sheldon B. Thorpe’s “North Haven
Annals.” Sprague’s Annals of the
American Pulpit” also devotes three
“awes to his life, B~ % books

~“tate Lib

The chimney was five feat
where it emerged from the 1
base, hidden deep in the eart
ably covered 100 square fee
house was painted red at fiy
in 1829 it was one of the o
houses in North Haven I
window blinds. Thig parsona
still standing and practice
altered in 1892, and probably
today.

The handsome new parson:
not have to wait long for
tress, for on December 4, 176
jamin Trumbull and Martha
daughter of Ichabod Phelps
bron (Gilead), were married.
Trumbull is described as a *
woman,” at the time of her |
to the North Haven parsonag
bride. Indeed she was three
older than her husband, acc
to the records, maryring at t
of twenty-eight, undoubtedly
ered a fearful age for a br
those times. This is the wa
North Haven Annals put it: *
Martha Phelps Trumbull, in
ture womanhood came from F
bringing such dainty fabrics ot
and needle as the North Haven
ens never saw bhefore.”

A little surprising that H
should no surpass the New E
ers, but let us hope true. A we
two about Martha Trumbull's
try, would perhaps be of in
Her father, Captain Ichabod F
in 1769 and 60 was at the h
a company of Hebron men
Fought in the French and I
War. Brom this and previous s
came his military title, He car
Gilead from Windsor, where h
born April 3, 1708. He was the
child of Joseph Phelps of Wi
and his wife, Sarah Hosford,
born September 27, 1666. They
married November 18, 1686.
was the daughter of John and
ura Hosford of Windsor. Ji
was the son of Timothy and
Griswold Phelps. Timothy wa
geventh son of William Phelps,
was. baptized at Tewksbury Ch
England, August 19, 1589, who
in the Mary and John, March
1630, to Massachusetts.

In a historical sketch of G

the late Mrs. Chanles D. Way
T Aewrsin Tohghod Pfh;e_‘lp!_l.



41692. This may certifye any one
that may be concerned yt Mr. An-
drew Peeters (now an inhabitant of
Andover) being lately burnt out by
ye Indians & put by his husbandry
& being a stiller of strong liquors by
his calling & having sett up his still
house in ye towne of Andover we ye
subscribers being ye selectmen of
Andover doe desire & judge it a
benefit to ye town yt he may have
liberty to retaile his liguor by ve
guart out of his owne house to the
householders of ye towne or others
,which he may think have need of it.
We judzing him a man careful of ob-
serving law & order in these mat-
ters.

Dudley Bradstreet

John Abbot

John Anslee

Samuel Frie

John Chandler, selectmen of
 Andover, (Mass.) Andover ye 21
Dec. 1692."

John Peters, Hebron settler, had
eleven children, a small family for
those times. Seven of these were
sons, the eldest being John, Jr. after-
wards known as Colonel John, and
the two voungest Samuel and Bems-
lie, of whom there will be more to
say later on. Colonel Jolin seems to

have immozrtalized himsef in the fol- |

Jowing ryhme which he left to his
descendants. They were found in
the Governor Peters mansion some

years ago.

“In seventeen hundred and seven-
teen

My birth was low and something
mean, !

Yet Nature did so favor me [

My wife was born in twenty-three.

And Nature did us so incline,

We marrvied were in thirty-nine.

And from that time became as one.

The fortieth year we had a son.

Then Nature prompt us so to do

A daughter born in forty two,

A pretty sight it seemed to be. |

Another came in forty three.

Then we had three, and all alive;

Another came in forty-five.

She was complete, our joy was great,

Another came in forty-eight.

Our joys increased, we did not fear:

Another came the fiftieth year.

We then conecluded to have no more:

Another came in fifty-four:

This made our joys and sorrows
mixt; — J

Another came in fifty-six.

My wife was then supplied with

eleven—

And bronght forth two in fifty-seven,

And Nature did us so incline,

She brought a son in fifty-nine.

Feeling as we had first begun,

Anosther came in sixty-one.

She then declared she’d have no
more,—

l

Another came in sixty-four.

He was a son, our joy was great;

A daughter came in sixty-eight.
She is complete, so ends the scene.
To Count them all they malke sixteen

rAn' all of them by Nature came.

I query now, whe is to blame?
If we've been sinning all this time,
From '17 to '79,

It's high time now to have done,
And to leave off as we begun.
My wife grows old, vet is alive,
She's sixty-one, 'm sixty-five.
‘Tis forty years since we did wed.
Gur friends and neighbors too are

dead.

By Nature now we do decline,

‘Be likely dead in half that time;

| Col. John Peters, and second daugh-

And when our days are fairly run,

“'Must give account of what we've

done,

‘When we are dead and lost our eves,
How shall we see, T can't devise.
Yeu ask the priest if he can sea?
You'll find him blind as well as we:
Although his eyes are in his head,
He'll lose his sight when he is dead:
And never will eomplain no more
Of living here =0 very poor.

Hebron, 1£22; Colonel John Peters.'

Colonel John's wife was Lydia,
daughter of Joseph Phelns. Her
death occurred Mareh 15, 1784, an
chituary, which appeared in The Bos-
ton Magazine, March, 1784, may also
have sprung from the ingenious
brain of her bereaved husband.

“An obituary for March, 1784. Died
on the 15th of February at Hebron,
Conn., Mrs. Lydia Peters, wife of

ter of Joseph Fhelps, Esq. She wase |
married at the age of 15, and lived
with her conssri three time fifteen
years; And had fifteen living chil-
dren, thirteen now alive, and the
youngest fifteen years old; she had |
three times fifteen grandchildren,
She was sick fifteen months and
died on the 15th day of the month

| aged four timesy fifteen years.”
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History of Hebron. Chapter XI.

By Susan B, Pendleton, assisted by Anne C. Gilbert

The “printer’s devil,” or some;

equally mischievous power with
‘which editors and their correspon-
dents have to reckon, must have
been responsible for a woeful mix-
up in the couplet quoted from some
old Hebron doggerel of many years
ago, in the last chapter of Hebron
history, referring to the “pump fir-
ing" incident. The lines should have
read;:

“To Godfrey Hill they went on
the jump

To where the Federals fired the

pump.”

The cannon or pump episode is
mentioned in some ecasual way in-
other Hebron papers, showing the
heold the story kept in the minds of
the local people of olden days, and |
one would say without a doubt es-
tablishing the truth of the story.

] The Rev. Samuel Peters

The Rey. Samuel Peters was prob-
|ably the most original, stirring and
temperamental member of the
Peters family of Hebron. Certainly
he is the one of whom the world
hag heard the most, in one way or
another, and in whose memory anti-
quarians delight.

He was born in Hebron, 1735, the
tenth  child and sixth ‘son of John
| Peters. 1t was his oldest brother,
Col. John ©Peters, who' was the
author of the rhymed autobiography
quoted in the last chapter. It is
doubtful if the Rev. Samuel ever saw
that rhyme. If he had done so one

tainly have made every effort to
suppress it. It will be recalled that
Col. John referred to his birth as
“low and something mean.” In this
view of the social position of the
Peters family he differed entirely
from his youngest brother, who
seemed to regard his family as
sacrosanct, and who wrote reams
in the attempt to establish their
descent from the HEnglish gentry.
What his reaction would have been
to the last two lines of the Colonel’s

imagined. They ran this way:
“And never will complain no jmore
Of living here so very poor.”
Horrors! A Peters low, mean,
'peor! And here into the bargain is
‘a double negative It must be ad-
mitted that the Colonel has been re-
ferred to in old lecal documents as
2’ wealthy farmer, and his poverty
was doubtless comparative rather

would suppose that he would cer-;

rhymed family history can hardly be,

than actual. It would be enough to

make any one feel poor to have six-
teen children to bring up and edu-
cate. Also a rhymster cannot be
wholly a slave to truth; and “mean” |
makes such a good rhyme for
“seventeen”. “More” and ‘poor’ are
not quite so good a combination, but
he had to end it somehow.

As for the Rev. Samuel, from
youth up he seemed to have some-
thing about him resembling the “de-
lusions of grandeur” of which
psychologists tell us. By the terms
of his father’s will, 1754, he was
left 1,000 pounds. With the funds
thus provided he went to Yale Col-
lege graduating in 1757 receiving an
A. B. and A, M. from Yale and frem
King’s College, now Columbia. It is
stated that in 1776 he received an L.
L. D. from Trinity College, Nova
Scotia, and he claimed for himself
an L. L. D. from Certona, Tuscony.

As he was to become a clergy-

jman or “priest,” as he always term-
‘ed it, he was obliged to sail to Eng-

land for ordination, there being no
bishops in the colonies at that time
to perform the rites necessary in the
case of Church of England postu-
lants. This he did, and he was or-

{dained deacon by Dr. Shelton, and

priest, it is said, by the Bishop of

‘London and the Archbishep of Can-

terbury. He returned to the colonies

‘in 1760 then 25 years of age, and

became “the first official rector of
Hebron and Hartford,” which @ of-
fices he held until 1774, when he was
nearing forty.

It was high time that St. Peter's
had a rector. From its founding in
1734 or 5, by the Rev. John Bliss,
up to the time when the Rev, Samuel
was ordained, it had struggled along
with lay readers. It will be recalled
that Mr. Bliss, who organized the
church, had died of small pox, 1741,
just as he was about to leave for
England for ordination, after which
the parish continued in the care of
missionaries of the S, P. G. previous

{to 1758, three candidates had set

sail for Iingland to receive Holy

| Orders: Barzillai Dean, Yale, 1737,

died at sea while returning in 1745;
Jenathan Colton, Yale 1745, died of

1small pox within a week of his re-

turn in 1752; James Usher, Harvard,
1749, was taken prisoner hy the
French, and died in captivity. As we
shall see, Peters also nearly lost his
life by small pox. No official records .
of the church exist previous to the
year 1787. '

Upon the rectorship of Peters the
church seemed to take a prominent
place among those of the Church
of England in the Colony, and the
convention of Church of England
clergy was held here, June &, 1765.
I is said that from Dr. Peters' mis-
sion in Hartford sprang Christ

' Church, now Christ Church Cathed-

ral.
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vale Gitlege in 1759, at ﬁ,‘; _
yate oege i 1750, at the age of | pyiding a house in, the »
mentyour. Upon. Jeaving thal i | epiin ihat tome day he

stitution he was employed as a teach
er in Wheelocks Indian Cha ity
Sch@ol,_'(}olumbia (formerly Leban-
on Crank) He studied ‘theology un-
der Dr. Wheelock, and was licensed
to preach in 1760, probably by the
General Consociation, which  met
that year in North Branford. In the
summer of 1760 he preached his mai-
den sermon in the North Haven
church. North Haven was at that
timg a part of New Haven, not
being off as a geparate town until

!l stand in the front door of his b

and throw a stone an dhit the
lead church. (He must have
meeting-house;) So when the ch
was finally built upon the spot W
the present one now stands,
atood in his door and threw a ¢
at the church, and being a m?
is supposed to hit it. He built &
house, one of the old-time big
bered homes of New England,
the ones scattered all over,
by strong men and brave W(

1786. He was then twenty-five years
old. There must have been some-
thing engaging in his manner and
attractive in his preaching, for short-
1y after this record is entered on the
church books, “Voted by the Socies
ty, even by eyery one present, that
fthey wdre Dlesirous - to ‘have Mir,
Trumbull . preach with us till the
meeting of the Association, and then
with their advice as 2 Probationer
in order for settlement.”

(And again, October 31st, the same
year, “Voted that we were willing
to. give Mr, Trumble 220 Pounds
Lawful money settlement, and also
that we would clear and fence 10
acres of the  Society Lot and se-
quester; to Mr. Trumble during his
work of the Ministry among, us, and.
also that Mr, Trumhble should have
Liberty to get what Timber he could
of .all_sorts, for building of his house
(if he should want to. build among
ug) out of the Society Lot.! A lit;
tle later, thinking this inducement
not enough, 80 much were they pre-
possessed in favor of the youthful
preacher, ,they further voted = “To
give Mr. Trumble 76 pounds Lawfiul
money, and 25 cords of wood during
his Ministry among na.”

At last a fixed standard of salary
was agreed upon, 225 ounces of sil-
ver, valued at six shillings and eight
pence. per gunce, or its equivalent
in the common ecurrency of the Col-
ony. November 14, 1760, Mr. Trum-
pull formally accepted this call.

. His ordination sgermon as preach-
ed by Dr. Eleazer Wheelock of Co-
lumbia (Lebanon Crank) Dr. Whee-
lock urged the people to provide for
their minister, which, he said, he
ghould not do if he believed . him
to be a “sensual, sleepy, lazy, dumb
dog that cannot bark.”

Built of Oak

The Trumhbull parsonage was built
soon after 1760. The exact date
gseems to be unknown. s dimen-
sions were 28 by 35 feet. It was
built of oalk, its massive timbers
hard as iron, The covering was of
_rent oak clapboards, beaded and
jointed to a line. The quaint mould-
ings and devices gurmounting win-
dows and doors attest that unusual
ornamentation was bhestowed on it
It came to be called “The Quality
 House” of the village. The enor-
mous chimney was puilt with six se-

parate fiues, with as many- fireplaces

who hewed the frames from th
maval woods and laid their |
hearthstones with prayer. I thi
must have been a man of mea
build such a house at that
The windows, with, their ;smal
tique panes, were leaded in, th
ner cupboard = with ks ‘half
shelves made of soft butternut
with the old china and pewte
silyer was a vision of, hospi
and the pride of the old-time
kepeer.” iy
On the spot of ground refer
by Mrs. Way, where the old .
masion stood, NOW stands
Hall, used, as a grange amd
munity hall, built on the old
dation. in 19.”(51_!1.,\ i wore
Several children, were. b
Benjamin and, Martha Trum
|the, North Haven parsonage
gons, and five daughters,
Martha, Mary, Hannah; . Bel
‘Qarah, and Elizabeth. The nai
writen “Trumble” until, abov
after which it came. to be
as at the present, time, .
Long Pastorate
Dr. Trumbull’s career as a
man is remarkable even
times of long pastorates in w
lived, He remained pastor
North Haven church for 6
uninterrupted  except for
nmonths of his services as |
of the Ffth Battalion of Wad
Brigade. He was accounted
preacher, but his real life w
atter all his history of the
period of Connecticut. It i
that he began the collection
worlkk in his youth, and. I
(he concluding volume but t
pefore his death. His me
collecting his material wel
tive and original. He gathel
on horseback. In his p¥
states that in preparing his
had visited nearly every £oy
state, and we have it on g
ority that his short, atout i
beaver hat, black waiste
gmall clothes were familia
to the people of Connecticu
a century. He had a genit
tails and a passion for
them, and it must be adm
the early history of Ci
furnished him with an en
ity. “the pictured rocks |
strugles of Poguots and
getts, Old Newgate Prisol




|whose death occurred less than three

weeks after her marriage, at the
‘age of 17. An article from The Hart-
Iford Courant, July 24, 1769, tells the
story in an interesting and touch-
ing manner, and in vein charac-
teristic of the period. |

“We hear from Hebron that on
Sunday the 24th June last the Revd.
Mr. Samuel Peters was married to
the delicate and amiable Miss
Abigail Gilbert, daughter of Samuel
Gilbert, Hsq., of that place....And
that on the 14th instant, July, about
11 o’clock at night, this pleasant
ibride’ depared this life (by an illness
terme'g by the Physicians an improp-
er Chorea Sonata Viti) after 5 days
llness, to the inexpressible Grief of
her consort, parents, bretheren and
acquaintances; and on Sunday the
16th instant her remains were in-
‘t'erred in St. Peters church in Hebron
Upon which oceasion there appeared
4 very great concourse of people, in
whose countenances appeared the
greatest disappointment, Consterna-
tion, and Lamentation ever seen in
‘Hebron. The Rev. Mr. John Tyler of
Norwich performed the duties of the
day and the funeral obsequies; being
Itwga{ve days between the Nuptials
jand the silent Grave.

~Her curtaing that were made of
i({iold & Bilver to adorn her Lodgings
are furled up, being changed for a
;ngkin'and-a. Winding Sheet, spun
by the Spider and the Worm, ...The |
marriage and festal days were |
begun and carried on with proper
jay and solemuity, but their end is
¢eath without dancing or merry
mood.

Men dying once they

die no more.

The Groom has time to think

And Death explore.”

Peters married again, Hannah
Birdseye of Stratford, born 1750 and
dying 1784, They had one son, Wil-
liam Birdseye born at Hebron, 1774
dying at Mobile, Alabama, 1822
of yellow fever. It will be seen that
all the wives of the Rev, Samuel died
young, the last wife, who lived long-
er than any of the others, dying at
34. But mortality among women was
very frightful in those times, and
probably the average man, bhefore
the end of his life, had married two
or three times.

The graves of these three wives
may be seen today in the old
“Church of England” graveyard, on
Godfrey Hill, nearby the site of the
old church building. Grasses wave
over them, and the stones of primi-
tive granite lean towards each oth-
er. The epitaphs are worn and soft-
eéned, but are still legible. That of
the second wife, the “delicate and
amiable bride,” runs guaintly as fol-
lows:

“Here is interred ye corpse of
Mrs. Abigail Peters, a second con-
sort of ye Revd. Mr. Samuel Peters,
a daughter of Samuel Gilbert, Esq.,
by Mrs. Abigail Gilbert his wife horn
Jany. 31st 1752, and married June
2bth 1789 and died July 14th 1789 a
Wedding changed to Lamentation Ye
‘Greatest Grief in all Creation a
Mourning Groom in Desperation.”

By the year. 1744 the grumblings
and c'mutterings that presaged the
Revolutionary War had begun fo
make themselves heard in earnest.
They dreadfully shook the peace

and simple happiness of the oc-

‘cupante of the glebe lands, the Rev.
Samuel, 'his third wife and two
children, Hannah and little William,
For this autocratic rector, admirer
of kings and of the British Govern-
ment, had no idea whatever of falling
in with those who favored rebellion
(as he considered it) against the
rule of England. And he preached
and lectured to his flock on the sub-
ject in no uncertain terms. He also
mixed in at town meetings, (though,

one, and he was in his proper sphere)
thundering against a proposal to aid
the distressed Boston people, said to
be suffering from the punishment

teas in Boston harbor. Said he, “The
teas destroyed in the harbour of
Boston ought to be paid for by the
author of that horrible crime: for
which, indeed, the King and Par-
liament have ordered Admiral
Graves to blockade the harbour of
Boston, until the teas wickedly des-
troyed are paid for; when the bloclk-
ade will cease, or I will giva my last
‘shilling to help the poor of Boston,”

Hartford followed the example of
Hebron in deciding against a colect-
ion, and, says the Rev. Samuel,
“The doings of Hartford and Heb-
ron were soon spread, and put a
stop to all other town meetings in
| Connecticut, to the disappointment
land mortification of Governor Trum-
bull, who laid the hlame on the in-

fluence of Dr. Peters, the episcopal |

clergyman of those two towns.”
(To be continued.)

to be sure, church and state were:

meted out to them by Great Britain
on account of the destroying of the.

1




|| #Fhether the name of St. Peter’s |
| wags given to the Hebron church he-
cause of its similarity to the name
|| of its first official rector or possibly
his father, it is impossible to say.
Back in 1745, in the town records,
|| the name of John Peters, Samuel's
father, was on the tax list of the
Church of England. The full list,
1750, includes the names of 48 men: |
Aaron Willecox, Adam Waters, Abial
Bliss, Daniel Jones, David Wilcox,

Jr., Eliphalet Cass, Ebenezer Horton,
‘Edmond Wells, Christr Chrouch, Hez
ekiah Hutchinson, Mr. John Tomp-
gon, Mr. John Peters, John Bliss,
John Chamberlain, Jr.,, Mr. John
Warner, Mr. Joseph Youngs, Joseph
Man, John Meriels, Jonathan Brown,
Joshua Tilletson, Isaac Owen, Law-
rence Powers, Nathan'' Rowlee,
Nathaniel Brown, David = Wilcox,
Richard Curtice, Robert Cox, Rogér
Dewey, Sils Blis, Silas ‘Owen, Doct.
Samee Shipman, Samuel Pennock,
Samuel 'Imgham, Samuel ' Watters,
Seth Sutton, Moses Hutchinson,
Moses  Hutchinson, Jr., 'I‘ho;nas
Brown, Thomas Polley, Thomas
Wells, Thomas Wells, Jr., Thomas
Rowley, Thos. Carrier, Worthy Wat-
ters, with a list of their ratable
property. ]

An item under the same date,
Town Meeting Book, I, page 160,
releases the Church of England
members from further payment of
the minister’s rate to “Mr. Benjamin
Pumry,” Congregational pastor, for
whose support up to this time, they
had been assessed, together with all
other property owners even while
supporting their own clergyman.
From the list it is seen that John
Peters is fourth in value of property.
In 1746 he deeded to ‘the Rev
HEpenezer Pundergon of (}roton ig-
sionary, and to Samael Pennock a;nd
| Thomas Brown of Hebron, and to
the Society tor the Propagﬂ.tion of
the Gospel, 30 acres for a glebe lp,nd,
{lying about three quarters of a mﬂe
northerly from the chureh Thus it 1is
seen that the Petem tam!ly had been
both prominent and generous 111 the
church, from early days.

When, in the years during and fol-
lowing the Revolution, trying days
had fallen on the church, it aeep:led
advisable to dispose of the glebe
lands, and as by the terms of the
deed it was impossible to sell them,
they were rented by the parish to
Joseph Wayne Case, for 9,999 years,
April 6, 1795, for consideration of
90 pounds, lawful money, and the an-
nual rent of one grain of pure silver
or gold eguivalent (if demanded)
upon the festival of St. John the
Ba.ptist in each year, This transac-
tlon really amounted to a sale, and,
it is needless to say, no demands for
payment of rental have ever heen
made. :

The land is néw a part of the ‘!arm
cal' Frank R. Post, and the rear of
[the Post residence, it is said, is a
portion of the old house where
|dWe1t the Rev. Samuel with his wile
and family, surrounded by his
slaves, some twenty, in number, so
t'ﬁa story runs, and their families.

"A description of the man by his
nephew, Ex-Governor John S. Peters,
niay he quoted here.

P, Peters had an unusual]y
commanding personal appearance.
He was full six feet high, remark-
ably erect, of a large and muscular
body, but ot tat His  eyes were
blue, and his face strongly marked by
the small pox, a disease 6f which he
nezu]y died in London in 1758. In
private intercourse he was animated
even loquacious, and the great
amount of anecdote which he had at
command rendered him a most en-
tertaining companion. He had an un-
commonly active mind, and had ac-
quired a large store of varied in-
formation. e had an iron will as
well as an iron frame; and what-
ever he undertook he pursued with
a spirit of indomitable perseverance.
His ruling passion perhaps was am-
bition, but tho he made some noise

| fierce opposition he had to encoun-

| domestic and private relations he

! Mary Owen, whom he married Féb.

\Vena, born at Hebron, Jan. 2, 1762,
'being the only one who lived beyond

in the world, he probably never
reached any high point of distinet-
ion to which he aspired. As a preaép
er he held a highly respectable rank.
His sermons were written with care |
and delivered in a manly and impres-
sive manner. He loved Kings admir-
ed the Brxtishl QOvern‘ment and re-
vered the erra;-chy. g aped’ the
style of an English nob‘leman. h lIt
his house in a forest, kept his cuach
and looked w1th some degree ot
scorn upon republicans (i. ‘fn-
habitants of a republic) hence the

ter from the Whigs of 1774. In his

was everything that could be desir-
ed. He was very arbitrary, deeply
impressed of a sense of his own im-
portance, and determined to receive
full measure of consideration iro;n
cthers. He greatly admired and bow-
possessed sound common sense and
real affection for, and interest in, his
relatives, giving them the best of
hard, worldly advice, and helping
them out of his own pocket when he
could not have had great store for
himself. His inflexible and indomit-
able spirit enabled him 'to endure
many and various ills, aiflictions and
losses «with unflinching” stdicism."
The Rey. Samuel's firit 'wife was,

13, 1760, and by whom he had three
children, one daughter, Hannah Del-

childhood. After the death of his
first wile, Oct. 25, 1765, he married
June 24, 1769, Abigail Gilbert, a
daughter of Samuel Gilbert, Hsq.,




- | - T lost in my company 12 out of 2

. T ‘ T . men, having two sergeants killed.
Captain Joseph Backus, My zmaKF. ke B0k o aiiy ik
i but mounling another from the

Hebron’'s Civil War Hero

..;#rebel lines I was again ready for
the fight. T just escaped capture as
‘-& rebel officer ordered me to halt

\

Perhaps few Hebron people realizel
that the death of Captain Joseph
Backus, a Hebron young man who
died bravely fighting in the Civil
War, wag commemorated in a poem
by tlhe celebrated poetess of former
days, Mrs. Lydia Sigourney of
Hartford.

In telling this story we are tak-
ing quite a jump ahead in the se-
ries of Hebron history stories, but
ag the anniversary of the young
man's death falls close to this time,

and as we have just passed the

Memorial Day celebration, it seems
an appropriate time.

'Captain - Backus was the son of
Tzra L. and Susan C. Backus of
Hebron, He enlisted at 19 as a
privale Ocf, 2, 1861, later hecom-
ing commander of Co. K., 1st Conn.
Cavalry. He said to a friend that
he, unlike many others, had no par-
ents, wife or children dependent on
him for support, and by going he
‘might save such a one to his fam-
ily. When asked afterwards if he
did not regret enlisting he replied
that he would never regret it if he
last all ‘his limbs in the service.
He reenlisted at this time to serve
three years longer.

He was with General Freemont
in the campaign of the Shenandoah
Valley as Orderly Sergeant of Co.
¢, and was twice wounded.

Ag 2nd Lieutenant he was assist-
ant Provest Marshal of Baltimore
for nearly a year, up to about 1864,
filling a position of great responsi-
bility.

On the 17th of January, 1864, he
was made Captain of Co. K. He
went with Sheridan on his celebrat-
ed raid into Richmond and in the
pattle near that eity two bullets
passed through his clothes. He
wrote home that it was very execit-
ing and just suited him.

After 'this he was with Grant's
army, raiding upon raijlroads and
protecting flank and vear, leading
the way for the army and fighting
the enemy everywhere. He started
from the Rapidan with 90 men in
his company, and after 36 days of

almost continued fighting he fell

June 10, leaving but 15 survivors
on duty.

In a letter to an int1mate friend,
Lieutenant H. J. 0. Walker of the
same regiment, he gaid:

on {he 12th of May I was near
enough to the rebel capital to hear
the bells ring and the town clock
gtrike wat noon. At the battle of

By Susan B. Pendleton

Ashland, June 1, we, the Pirst Conn.
Cava!ry, lost severely, losing in Teill- |

|
el qrnnhr‘ad‘ and  misnine B3 mman

aml surrender. I turned and fired
al him. I saw him reel in his sad-
dle so I must have hit him. It is
a wonder I didn't get hit, but for-
tunately I did not receive that com-
pliment or get the honor of the
slighest wound. But my turn may
come. I do not wish you to worry
about me. If it is my lot to fall in
battle so let it be. I shall never be
taken prisoner. I ghall sell my life
ag dearly as possible.

“Since the 4th of May we have
fought nearly every day for 36 days
without any cessation. I have been
constantly in the saddle, often keep-

ing my horse saddled for four days
and nights. It is very warm and
we have suffered very much, but
ought not to complain, for we have
punished the rebels severely. I
learn that our wagons are at Bri-
gade Headquarters. 1 hope so, for
I am dirty and ragged, and a change
of:,clothing would be' acceptable.

Our men, notwithstanding our
half-starved condition and the 36
d’asrs of continual marching and
fighting, are in the best of spirits
aﬁ’l confident of success. They
seem to place all confidence in our
noble Lieut-General.”

The announcement of Captain
Backus’ death came in the follow-
ing words to his parents here, from
Lient. Walker: 1

:‘He was killed in a skirmish
vl\?'hile gallantly rallying his men and
ledding them to the charge.”
~ His body was embalmed and sent
home ‘to Hebron, and on Sunday,
the 19th of June, funeral services
were held in the Congregational
C'.h.hrch with sermon by the pastor,
the Rev. H. B. Woodworth,

In a later letter Lient. Walker
gaye a more detailed description of
hig death and of his standing in the
arfiy, as quoted below:

YA nobler, truer, more generous
friend could not be found. He was
betoved and respected by every one
inithe regiment for his gentleman-
Iy |bearing and manliness, and for
his superior soldierly qualities. The
me}u of his company loved him and
placed the utmost confidence in
hml and he gave promise of soon
atl,a.ming a much higher position in
the regiment. Brawe to a fault, al-
wagrs ready and willing to perform
any duty assigned to him, no mat-
terr how tedious or dangerous, he
wads constantly eliciting praises
fram all, and had macle a reputa-
\tmh that any might be proud to
win. The regiment has lost one of
i_tsrnohlest bravest spirits, and we
feel that his place cannot be filled.

“The capfain, at the time of his
death, commanded the reserve pic-
kei post on’ our Ieft, and on® the
Richmond road, ten' miles from that




;@r?w “He therefore sent anoth-
fer fosb

tzuns, swords, and staves, to visit
Fge.tens, and require his signature to
‘J ighteen articles which he (the
iGovernor) had written, and his son
| David, ono of (he commanders of
the mob, presented it to Peters, who
read and returned it, saying, “Bir,
1 cannot sign it without violating my

congeience, the laws of my God, and

my oath to my King.

David Trumbull replied, ‘My father
told me yon might sign it with safety
and it would save you and your
house.

Dr. Peters replied he would not
gign it_to save his life and all the
world from destruction.

David Trumbull said, ‘Then you
must take the consequences.

His mob then fired balls into the
house, and with stones, bricks, and‘
clubs, broke the doors, windows and |
|furniture, wounding his mother,
|the nurse of his infant son, and his|
two brothers, and seizing him, tore
off his hat, wig, gown and cassock,
stripping off his shirt, made him
| naked (except his breeches, stock-
ingg and shoes) struck him with
‘their staves, and spat in his face, and
then placed him upon a horse and
| carried him more than a mile to
| their liberty pole, where they threat-
| ened to tar and feather him and
hang him up by the hands, unless
| he would sign the eighteen articles.”
1t would take too much space to
quote the whole story as told by Me-
Cormick, but in his version the good
clergyman did not sign the eighteen
articles. Dr. Pomeroy of the Puritan
or Established Congregational fold,
was then sent for “to pray for this
| stubborn old Tory, before we send
| him to his own place,” but he re-
fused “to give any countenance in
murdering the best man in Hebron”.

pring Dr. Pomeroy to the liberty pole
to be dealt with on his own demerits,
but he discreetly kept out of the
way. “By this time the mob had
drunk sufficiently, and the two com-
| manders, David Trumbull and Major
Wright stood near Dr. Peters. The
Hebron people had now assembled
and were prepared to take Peters
out of the hands of the mob. Three
hold troopers then rode up to the
commander and said, "We have come
to kill you or deliver Peters. Resign
| him or die!' Placing their pistols at
the commanders’ breast. ‘“Take him
‘away and be silent, the command-
| ors finally said, and this was done.

Major Wright mounted his horse,
and cried to his mob, “Silence! We
have done enough to this old tory
priest for one day, and in four days
we will return and subdue his ob-
stinate temper and finish this day's

from Windham, armed with

| Hartford Courant, 1877, it was

‘The mob was then despatched to ~

work, Make ready and follow me to|
Lebanon.” h it |
Mob Obeyed

The mob obeyed, and in their way,
they saw the wife of John Manee,
(Should be Mann) Esq. sister to Dr.y
Peters, at whom they discharged
three musket balls, which missed
her. The mob huzzaed and cried out,
‘We are dam’d sorry. .
The troopers carried Dr. Peters
into the house of David Barber, Hsq.
where they put on his clothes, and
conducted him to his half ruined
house.”

Dr. Peters, according to this story,
next day interviewed Governor
Trumbull, demanding protection, and
between them they hashed it over
about the eighteen articles, which
' Peters regarded as treasonable.

“There is no treason”, shouted the |

Governor, “in saying that George

the Third, King of England, is a
Roman Catholic, a tyrant, and an
idiot, and has forfeited the crown,
and that no true friend of America
'ought to obey him or any of his
laws."”

Scandalized at the Governor's
words,Dr. Peters and the two friends
‘who were with him during the inter-
view, the Hon. William Hillhouse,
and Captain David Tarbox left the
house. This and other attempts to
gain protection resulted in failure.

Still another version is given hy
1.]. H. Trumbull, author of ‘True Blue
| Laws of Connecticut and New Haven
{and the False Blue Laws Invented
| by the Rev. Samuel Peters,” publish-
| ed, Hartford, 1876. Of course this ac-
count is much like the others, but
the author claims that the visits of
the mobs have been grossly exag:
gerated by Peters and his followers.

As Trumbull tells the story, in one
of a set of articles published in the

Colonel John Peters, Samuel's older
brother, (author of the rhymed auto-
biography quoted in a foregoing |
S chapter) who first started stirring
up the hornet’s mest by “telling on"
his younger brother, who was also |
his rector. Perhaps he had got tired
of hearing him preach. “The town
committee of Bolton,” states Trum-
bull, was informed by Captain (Col)
John Peters, a brother of the Rev.
Samuel, that the latter had several
times writien letters to England and
then had others prepared to be sent
by the way of New York, which
were “big with reflections on this
colony.’ By advice of the principal
citizens, the committee, accompanied
by 300 persons from neighboring
towns, without arms of any kind,

| waited on Mr. Peters at his house
ion the 15th of August, 1774, civilly
to enquire into the matter contained
in said reports. Peters denied all
correspondence against the interest
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By Susan B Pendleton, assisted by Mrs. Anne C, Gil]urt
THE REV. SAMUEL PETERS,

1emmgﬂmr patvioty  now  tore|
~down the barricades and rushed into
l_‘ the house. They began a serch of
the premises and found loaded guns,
pistols, clubs, ete.,- though Peters
had denied having arms in his housge
except a few old unloaded guns. He
delayed, equivocated and quibbled,

continued

[ It is not surprising, nurtured as
was the Rev. Samuel Peters in the
¢hurch of Bngland, and having re-
| ceived his ordination and part of
Tis religious training in the Mother
‘Ceuntry, that he should have been
:imbued with an infense loyalty to
her government. Moreover, hig tem-

‘perament was such fhat an aristo-|

cratic form of government had for
‘him an irrestible appeal. Not all
church of England colonists were
Tories, however, by any means.
|George Washington himself was an
Ipiscopalian, as were the great
majority of signers of the Declara-
|tion of Independence.

Peters' stand on the Boston tea
'episode, his sermons to his flock for-
| bidding them fo “take up arms on
behalf of high treason” when other
colonial clergy were urging their
members fo fight for the glorious
cause of liberty, his friendship to
| the British in Boston, roused feel-
|ing to a fever heat, and the “patriots’
decided that they could no longer
tolerate such a foe in their midst. Ae-
cordingly a 'committee, consisting:
|of Timothy Larrabee, Hezekiah
'Huntington; Vine Elderkin, Ebene-|
zer Gray, and John Ripley, of Wind-
ham, together with Captain Seth
Wright, Captain Asel Clark, and a
Mr. Hill, of others towns, was ap-
pointed by the Sons of Liberty in
their respective towns to visit and
deal with this obdurate Tory. The
Tolland County History (Cole, 1888)
| gives the story of Twhat happens
(thus: .
| “Ona Tuesday, September 6th, 1774,
they proceeded to his house, accom-
panied by hundreds of patriots from
many of the surrounding towns. They
| found the house barricaded, but they
' sent in a deputation of their prin-
| ¢cipal men to make known to Mr.
| Peters their determination to obtain
| retraction and satistfaction for his
late conduct. Mr. Peters attempted
to argue with them, but they would
not dispute with him, assuring him
| that it was not for his religious senti-
| ments that they wanted satisfaction,

as some of those in their midst be-
longed to the same denomination.
| Assuming his priestly robes, Peters
| now came out to the people with all
his official dignity, and with his
| usual address proceeded to plead his
cause till a discharge of a gun with-

" in the houae’-,starﬁpd‘ ihe hearars.i

o={. 6, /933,

| 14th of August, 1774, which caused

but the angry crowd seized the
| struggling divine and {earing off
his clothes and Episcopal gown, put
him in a cart, hauling him by his
own oxen to the Meeting-House
| Green, where they compelled him to
' sign a declaration and humble con-
| fession, framed by the committee; to
| the intent that he repented his past
| misdeeds and would give them no
| turther cause for complaint. The
| erowd then gave three cheers and de-
| parted.”
I Different Version
In an appendix te a reprint of
Peters’ History of Connecticut,
(hrought out hy a descendant,
| Samuel Jarvis MeCormick, (1877) a
| different version is given, bhased
‘upon a sketch found among the
papers of Dr. Peters. The claim ig
made that Governor Trumbull
“spread the report that Dr. Peters
was a dangerous enemy to Amerieca,
by his correspondence with Lord
North and the Bishops of England,
‘and ought to be driven out of his
‘native country for the safety of it.”
That it was Governor Trumbull who
‘began and effected this by his Wind-
ham mobs and mobs of tea destroyers
| of Boston. 'This statement Governor
| Trumbull spread by his letters to the
ministers in Windham, and added
that it conld bhe proved by copies of
letters in the Doctor’s house, if
sought for suddenly. This letter was
read at the meeting on Sunday, the

a large number of the hearers to
unite in the afternoon and ride to
Hebron, and after midnight to sur-
round the house of Dr. Peters, awak-
ening him and his family in great sur
prise. Dr. Peters opened the window
and enquired what was the occasion
of such a multitude assembling. The
‘answer was ‘To search your house.

| Open your doors.'

Dr. Peters said, ‘I know you not;
but will open my doors very soomn.”

To cut a long story short, Dr.
'Peters dressed, opened his doors
and admitted ten men who demand-|
ed to search his house for the sus-i
pected ineriminating correspondence.
They searched to their hearts' eon-,
tent, read all his correspondence’
with the Bishops and other people of‘
England and Burope, found nothing
against the liberty and rights of
‘America, and so reported to the !
multitude Finding they had been
misinformed the mob dispersed and

_veturned to their homes. This, how-l

ever, was not enough for Governor




ins red the yellow road.

I, enacting a true part—
2en he his graveyard sod!
- give the country his brave
. heart,
d drust his soul to God.
im‘y 1865. G. A. T,
8. Sigourney’s poem is quot-
elow:

“A Brother's Lament.
_The Deall of Caplain Joseph
us ol the Wirst Connecticut
Iry. Aged 22 years.

aer—how the cherished memo-
ries,

. within eur cradle, rise,

‘With boyhood's pleasures ming-
ling,

cead their halo o'er our eyes;
L father's kind attention,

| a mother’s tender care,
again—till present objects
de before the things that were,
‘;mr,-—o&lmr volees praised thee,

aer  hearls thy worth have

learned,

‘e the storm of warfare gath-
ered, _

fe  the midnight ‘watchers
“burned;

s of thy hrave companions,
arser grown 'mid battle strife,
‘e the ecannon’s deafening
| clangour

ing the ranks of slanghtered
life.

er—it is hard to lay thes
thy manhood’s prime, so low,
1e rootless hopes around thee
rermere on earth to grow;
—with thine unsullied honor,
ded o’er the burial sod,

y thy ransomed soul rejoiceth
i in the smile of God.”

§ L. H 8.
ord, Conn., Sept. 1864,

| - 3 .
Receding dim beyond our gight,

Back from the camp his tones of
wit
Came floating on the wind,
As if his ringing sword had writ
The good things in his mind.

Pame came and kissed him while
he slept,
And his brave heart sustained;
He laid his life down for a step,
Asg each new rank he gained. i

One morn the standards upward
ran,
And with each martial man,
He galloped out with Sheridan
Beyond the Rapidan.

Past wstream and dale, past wood |
and farm ‘
The Blue Ridge frowned upon—
Their bugles pealed the shrill alarm,
Their sabres clove the sun.

In house and hamlet built they
palls,
And wrote their protocol
With grape and shell upon the walls
Of Richmond’s Capitol.

And he, the
chose—

tenderest, fondly

Memorial of the raid,—
To treasure in his heart a rose,
That grew amid the dead.

A simple thing to all but us
‘Who guard the gift afar,

‘And feel that pure and artless thus
His boy's heart beat in war.

But he, our flower, untimely taken,
Crushed out amid the gloam;
‘We ne’er, in this life, shall again

See blooming in our home.,

A shot—a shock—and on the world |
Rings out his funeral ode! i
Down to the ground his straight
shape hurled, y

“A fair, frank boy we thought hd.m%
when =

Out rang the rallying gun; ¥
He heard the country’s cal] for men |
And felt that he was omne. P

Calm, 'mid his comrades of the line, |
The ancient spirit spoke,

The murmur of the Southern pine
Made green Old Charter Oak.

The footway, dallying and triste,
His hot heart coulq not bhide,—
He lashed a sabre to his wrist,
carbine to his side,

. {
|Loud pealed the cheers as they rode

by,
| But 'mid the colors there,
No star was like his laughing eye,
No folds were like his hair.

We mark him vanish slow,
Asg see Qld Jesse's sons to fight
Their younger brother go.

city. A very responsible position,
and nobly did he fulfill his trust.l
On the afternoon of (he 10th of
June, the regiment on picket abnutl
onte mile in his front was surpris-|
| ed by the enemy, and panic-stricken
lcam‘e dashing down on his reserve,
which was formed across the road,
(trampling down his men while he
endeavored to stop their flight. He
succeeded in mounting his men, and
endedavored to check the progress
of the enemy. But they were so
mixed wp with our men, and (he
panic-stricken spirit of the other
regiment had so communicated it
self lo his command that it was
imposrible. He stood his ground,
however, until the enemy were gll
‘around him, when turning to re.
tire, the fatal bullet struck him in
the breast, coming out at hig back,
and he fell from his horse dead.
Such was the heroic end of thig pa-
triotic soldier. "The enemy had p_os-‘
session of the body about tem min-
utes, when our boys charged back
and recovered it: but during that
time he had been stripped of ev-
erything but his vest and jacket,
From the latter they had cut the
buttons and they had taken the ring
from his finger.”
| Capain Backns has been describ- |
led by older people who remembhbered
him years ago (They are dead now,
most of them) as a young man of
great personal beauty and attrac-
(ton, and of superior mental ability.
'His body lies in quiet St. Peter's
I.Cemetersr, marked by a brownstone
shaft, with the following inserip-
tion:
“Captain Joseph Backus
Co. K,
PFirst Conn. Cavalry
Born May 26, 1842,
Killed In a
Gallant Charge Before Richmond.”
The monument is marked with
crossed sabers and shield. He ig|
buried by the side of his mother,
who died when he was only two |
years old. His step-mother, who
brought him up, was the same as a|
mother to him. Every year at Me-
‘morial Day he is remembered with
flowers and his grave is marked |
with the United States flag. Only
sometimes by mistake that flag and !
the flowers are placed on the young'
mother’s grave instead oy mistake, |
She died at the age of 37. Perhaps
it is jus}: as well. A half-sister, the
wife of Arthur Jatohs, was for man
years a resident of Hartford, a
he leaves other Has

A comrade wrote ling
[and '?eath, i '@:

‘of the hrave scldier; emu
Tribute to the Memory of
Joseph Backus, and quoted
with. |




|of the colonies, touching the con-
troversy between them and Great
Britain, and solemnly declared that
|he would never be guilty of such an
|act, subscribing to a declaration to
that effect which was published in
The Connecticut Gazette, Sept. 2
| 1774. The committee, satisfied with
this, then left, “without injuring his
‘| person or interest, and with his
thanks for their kind treatment.”
Relief of Boston

But trouble continued to hrew.
Among the papers of which Peters
admitted the authorship was a set of
resolves purporting to have heen
| adopted by the inhabitants of Hebron
refusing to make contributions for
the relief of Boston. These resolves
(Trumbull states) were, in effect,
madé by Peters himself and two or
three churchmen and not at a town
mesting. They -were published in
the same copy of The Gazette in
which appeared his declaration,
wrung from him by the mob, to do
nothing against the interests of the
colony. This, and “his continued en-
deavors to instill and propagate sen-
timents subversive of the consti-
tutional civil rights of the colony,”
again aroused indignation, and he
received a second visit from the|
patriots, September 6th, when “about
three hundred persons from Wind-|
ham and neighboring towns, without
arms, as four unimpeachable wit-
| nesses testify, met near his house,
and selected a committee to converse
with him. Peters stubbornly refused
to sign a paper drawn up by the
| committee, and finally the people,
made suspicious by the discharge
| of a gun inside the house, weary,
hungry and impatient, made a dash
at the house, entering through a
window, from which, in their haste,
| they broke some gquares of glass,
seized Peters, brought him out, set
him on a horse, (no mention here of
cart or oxen) and thus conveyed him
to their Meeting-House-Green, where,
“after some talking on the premises,
Peters agreed to and did sign the
paper, and read it to the people him-
self. They with one veice accepted. it,
gave three cheers and departed. His
gown and shirt were somewhat torn,
and it was said by some that a t7ble
was torned over and a punch owl
and glass Dbroken, which, say the
committee, was all the damage that
we ever heard of.”

The Soldiers’ park at Hebron
Green was the old meeting house
green where the first meeting house
then stood, and where Peters was
put through the third degree by the

mob. -

Peters wrote from Boston, Oect. 14,
1774, to the Rev. .Dr. Auchmuty of
New York. The letter was intercept-
jed and made public in The Courant
and The New London Gazette. In it
he asserted:

“The Sons of Liberty have almost
killed one of my church, tarred and
feathered two, abused others, and on
Ithe 6th day destroyed my windows
and rent my clothes, even my gown,
&c, crying out ‘Down with the
church, the rags of Popery, &ec.”

In the original edition of his his- "
tory, published in London, 1781 he
tells a still more’ pitiful story, stat-
ing that “Mr. Peters, with his gown
and cloaths torn off was treated in
‘the most insulting manner, his moth-
er, daughter and two brothers and
servants were wounded; one of his
brothers so hadly that he died soon
after.”

“Higher than this"”, Trumbull com-
ments, “inventive genius could not
goar. In his finished sketch (as giv-
en by McCormick) he allows the
daughter and one servant to escape
uninjured, but makes the most of
his one broken window and of his
personal sufferings.”

It might seem easy to dismiss with
a shrug Peters’ story of his persecu-
tions. Highly colored as his accounts
may seem (and he was not the man
to make an understatement) the fact
remains that. he was harried from
this country for no greater ofiense
than intense loyalty to his king, to
~whom he had sworn allegiance when
taking upon himself the sacred vows
of his calling. Tories did not have an
easy time here during Revolutionary
days, as the most casual sidelights of
Connecticut history will reveal.

Joshua Chandler of New Haven,
“a fair minded, intelligent citizen,
constrained by prineciple to remain
loyal to king and government,” was
driven with his family from America,
and his property, valued at 30,000
pounds, was confiscated by the state.

In the journal of “A Teamster Boy
in the Revolution,” published in the
Connecticut Quarterly Magazine, one
item reads; “April 5, Heard of a
Tory and seven of us went and took
him in his own house.”

And there was Col. Eleazer Fitch
of Windham, one of the finest, most
upright of citizens, a descendent of
those Connecticut Fathers, Fitch and
Mason, a distinguished veteran of
the French War, and filling the of-
fice of County Sheriff with the high-
est credit. He did not consider the
|grievance against the king of suf-
ficent importantance to justify re-
bellion. He said so publicly, and de-




‘clared that he should have his
‘brother (an laggressive Tory and
State's Attorney for Massachusetts)
{to gee him as often as he wished.|
Reterring to the Sons of Liberty, he
declared (or is so quoted) that they
were-'""a pack of damned seoundrels
and rascals and ou ght to be discard-
ed and reproached by all mankind,
ete.” His loyalty and Tory sym-
‘pathies brought upon him a boycott
'which ruined him and his family, and
lhe died an ignominious exile in
|Canada.

His Escape
Whether Peters’ life was in ae-
tual danger or not, he was badly
| frightened, and deemed it necessary
to make his escape to England. He
songht protection in New Haven,
where he had a skirmish with “Dr.

Benedict Arnold and Col. Wooster,”
tooming off handsomely in the en-

counter by threat of musket and ball,
from the house of his friend, Rev. Dr.
Hubbard, where he had barricaded
himgelf. (This is, of course, his own
story.) Coming again to his home in
‘Hebron, on a Sunday, he preached
‘his last sermon to his flock in his
“little church on Godfrey FHill, from
the text, “O that my head was water,
|would weep day and night for the|
and my eyes fountains of tears.

| The report that another visit from
the Windham mobs was to take
place that evening caused Dr. Peters
to make a hasty flight.

A statement made by Mrs. Eliza
P. Sharpe, Hebron, 1894 , says:
“David Barber, my greal grandfather
| secreted Priest Peters in hig Imuse.i

My grandfather, Sylvester Gilbert,
(brother to Peters' 'second wife)
furnished the hotse, provisions and
money, and started him at midnight
on the road to Boston. He reached
| Windham town at sunrise, Tfinally
reached Boston, and embarked for
| England. The rest of his history you |
know. The Rev. Dr. Pomeroy, David
Barber, and my grandfather, Sylves-
ter Gilbert, were law and order men,
did not believe in tar and feathers.”

The Rev. Samuel was commonly
‘spoken of here in Hebron as “Priest
Peters” and nearly up to the present
|time the old people, in speaking of
him used that term. There i; a de-
lightful picture of him in the Petm‘.'a_I
genealogy, (published 1803, com-
piled by a descendent of Col. John)
| Here he is shown in powdered wig
and gown, with a handsome, be-
__ | novelent countenance. He was in his
| 39th year when he escaped from
these shores, leaving behind him
mother, wife, two children, property,
|land the little chureh whose duties

he had faithfully performed for four-
teen years.

As he tells the story he made hig
escape in the ship Fox, under the!
protection of General Gage and Ad-|

| miral Graves, having been hidden

fourteen days in a cave on Lhe sea-

| shore, with a 200 pound reward for
his eapture hanging over his head.

To be continued. \
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mén went o,
mueh the sar ol ow
| citizens received grants of land i
other states in recognition of ser
vices in the Colonial or Revolution
ary Wars.
George 11l Of England Grants Lane
To Hebron Men .
July 28, 1761, George III, King of
England, granted a patent of 61,
000 acres of land to Isaac Sawyer,
John R. Bleecker, Abraham and Ja-
cob Lansing, Edmund Welles, Joseph
Welles, (unele to Edmund) Thomas
Welles, his father, Samuel Gilbert,
Daniel Ingham, Eliphalet House,
Thomas Gilbert, and 50 others. This
tract extended from Rensselaerwick,
at Albany, to Lake George. The pal-
ent was granted and accepted before
the Revolution, and the same com-
pany aftenwards had it confirmed by
the Legislature of the State of New
York. That part of this patent now
known as the towns of Cambridge,
White Creek and Johnstown is still
inhabited by a large number of the
Welles family, the immediate de-
scendants of the above patentees.
| The information régarding this pat-
| ent or grant is taken from the Wel-

| les Genealogy, published by Albert

Welles. 1876, rpage 162). .

Most or wnose giren in the above
list of patentees,. perhaps all of
them, were Hebron men, Some of
them must have sold out their rights
in the grant.
ron homes to make new homes in
what was then unsettled territory.
The story of Isaac Sawyer, who
heads the list of Datentees, is hap-
pily preserved for us. it is so spir-
ited and so characteristic of the
times that we quote it in iull.

Story of lsaac Sawyer

The Hebron records show that
Isaac Sawyer was born July 14, 1720,
He was the seventh child of Edward
and Elizabeth (Mack) Sawyer, His
wife was Susannah Gillett, by whom
he had seven children recorded in
Hebron. He attended Yale College,
but left and married before complet-
ing his course. He moved from Heb-
ron about 1760 or 1761. His first

| wite dying, he later married a wom-
| an from Dublin, Ireland. It is said

Others left their Heh-| -

| that he married three times, and had
23 children. Other accounts say 19.

\ By SUSAN B,

times seems a mystery,
heard in our midst, Portey, Lord,

Hutchinson, Wright, Allyn, White, Kel]im the four corners of the earth,
but for the most part they are scattereqd -
and their places, if filled at all, at
least of late years are being talk-|

eR by those we are accustomed fo
think of as aliens.
It has often been said that it they
| had all stayed here, descendants ang
all, Hebron would be the biggest
( kind of a eity instead of a village,
"smaller than in colonial times.
We sometimes hear it said that
the old families have “died out,” and

this may be true to some extent, hut |

more likely they left the town to
settle elsewhere,

Almost by accident the writers of
this geries of Hebron stories learn-
ed what became of one group of
Hebron families,

In 1771 a rather notable exodusg
from the town took place, when
twenty-eight heads of families shoolk
the dust of the town off their feet
and migrated in g body to Thet-
ford, Vermont. Twenty-eight is not,

S0 many, but with wives and chil. |
| Gren included that company must

have totaled 150 at least. Probahly
moie, as the families of thosze days
averaged large. ‘Presumably thege
Hebron  farmerg had become rest
less on account of the lack of farm
Opportunities here. Great grants of
land in unsettled parts of the coun-
try were being made by the erown
to favorites here and there. It ig
supposed that the Hebron group
bought out land left in this way, on
which to settle,

The leader of this small army of
Hebron people must have been John

Chamberlain. An olg rhyme, still|

quoted in Thetford, says of him:
“Old Quail John was the first to
come on,
Poor as a calt in the spring;
But now he's as rich as Govern- |
or Fiteh,

Some of the

PE
Assisted By ANNE
What became of the many Hehron jjq Bames, to be sure, are still

g
g
w“
=

eople and their families some-

ox, Chamberla.in, Jones, Gillett,
Wiloeg, Strong, Kinney, Thompson,

~le fought 4s a captain in the Rev-
Hionary War, and so distinguished
oluiself in Sullivan's  campaign
himingt the Iroqueis in 1779 as to
agén the special hatred of the In-
falns.  After the war he settled with
diag growing tamily near the forks
hid the Delaware in New York, and
of ‘e his vindictive enemies sought
hem out,
hilfrom this point we quote the tale
~ Garrett Van Hoesen Forbes, a
Rs.;mdson of Isaac Sawyer, tells it in
& on's Hearld, Boston, June 18, 1828,
Z-ill which journal he was at that time
of e editor, The somewhat flowery
thnguage of 100 years ago will be
la yted,
1 L O
“The sun had sunk in the west
ver the sweet waters of the Dela-
0'are and the stars lighted up their
Wentinel fres in heaven while the
8! nsuspecting family slept. But the
Tark eyve of savage revenge slept
dot. It had sought out sthis retreat.
I 'he unconscious sleepers were sur-
T ounded by near 30 bloodthirsty war-
I 2 of the forvest, and just as the
I norning light began to spring in the
st the weapons of death were for-
tred through the glass in the win-
! lows, and the family were awakened
lto the horrors of that morning by |
' the blaze and sharp reports of the

| [ndian rifles,

“Full well does the writer's moth-
ér remember that terrible daybreak,
Bhe was but a child sleeping in a
small bed at the feet of her par-
ents, yet the $moke that beat down
upon her couch, the noise of the
guns, and the still more tearful
death cry of the savages made an
impression on her mind never to he
eradicated.

And lives like a Lord or a King.”

Why he was called “Quail” John,
nobobdy seems to know. As to how
he got his riches it may be conjec-

{ tured that going first he drove a/

shrewd bargain for land sold out at

| top prices, |
There wers ‘Chamberlaina. Sum-

ners, Strongs, Howards,
Swetlands, Horsfords, -
Clossons, Greens, Grants, Smiths
Baxters, Colborns, Wises, in that

Gilletts,

group of adveuturers. ‘Thetford je .

HOwW 4 town of about 1249 inhabit
ants, situated on or near the Con
necticut River. It ig. only a fey
miles south of Fairles and Orford
whera 0w T Nabjee

| on the bedpost at her head, perfor-

| eustomed to the blaze of battle, with
Osbornes, |

a2 3

L

the shafts of battle mercifully turn-
ed aside the swift messengers of !
death and not one of the family was
injured, although the mother of
those tender children had her night-
cap, which she had hung in the night

“The God who holds in His hands(

ated with four balls, The father, ac-
his two eldest sons, snatched their
arms and conipelled the besiegers to
take a more respectful distance, But
the disparity of numbers and the un-
avoidahle catastrophe of having hig
dwelling made a funeral pile over
head, determined him to capitulate:

 With his faruip‘lous foes and surren-
) S " on con.



" gave her from future evils amd com-

1 ol T‘T—t' I
e TN bradte mmm !m...
. By Susan B. Pendleton, assisted by Mrs. Anne C. Gilbert
STORY OF THE PETERS’ SLAVES
' At the time of the Rev. Samuel E
} B S\t © Hpaimnd ho clamed] Llec. 26, /933,
i to own aboul twenty slaves, and

. thereby hangs a tale which has been
told many (imes, and which has now
become one of Lhe legends of Heb-
ron. Unlike some legends, howev-

L er, it is every word frue.

‘ The Rev. Samuel's third wile,

| * Mary Birdseye Peters, had died, June

} 20, 1774, a few months bhefore his
departure, and their little son was

' left with his grandparents to be cared

for. Hannah, the Rev. Samuel's only

daughter, joined her father in Eng-

- land two years after his departure,

sailing, according to her father's

statement, on the ‘Somerset’ Man-of-

* war, on which she was sent by Gen-

| aral Gage and Admiral Graves “to

i fort her father in his retreat from
" {he tyranny of the mobs in his na-
“ tive country.” She had been at a

[ boarding schoel in Boston. and (here

F had witnessed the Battle ol Bunker

: Hill, it is said,

‘{‘ That {he welfave of the slaves was
on hig mind is shown by a letler
written by Dr. Pelers o a brother
and sister in Hebron under date of

" July 20, 1783, in which he says:

| "After a separation of nine long

4y years and a cessation of hostilities |

- which ought never to have commen-
~ced belween Hugland and America
1 wventure to write to you lhe first
time to let you know that 1 live to
vray for you and bless you,”

And he expresses his solicitnde oy
the slaves. “Where are Caesar,
Lois, 'Theodorns, Pompey and his

~wife” Aund in a lefter of Mebruavy
14, 17806, he suys, “Where and how
lives honest Pomp? [L seems Lo me

o that Caesar might be betler tenants

e than Mr. Brown, who usad my house

- and lands, not ag my tenant; but as
tenants of (he state of Connecticut,

. who had seized it out of my hands,
* and then demanded thirty peunds of
me because the taxes were more
than he expected. As fo Caesar,
Laois, and the negroes, their case will
| . be perfect freedom by your law pret-
ty soon, and il they are herealter

be free by my law.” And a liltle lat-
er the same year he writes, T hope
Caesar and Pomp and theiv families
are well.”

T fact, he alwiys expresses (he
kindlest interest in them. Bul it
seems that,  smarting under the
| elaims which were made against hig

permitted hy yonr state to be my|
property again, Cuesar and Lois shall |

attorneys for debts which he deelar-

L aworn - statement of Dr., Daovid: Bu

ed hie never owed, he did give orde
to have his slaves sold, [or in %
ton, made to the Ceneral Assembly
in 1788, when the slaves made peti-
tion for freedom, Dr. Sulton says
that Le had “heavd Mr. John Mapn
(Peters’ attorney) say that he he-|
lieved thai lie must turn ouf one ofy
the said negroes to seitle an exe-
cution in favor of Colonel Blderkin.®
And Peters himself says in his lettess
of March 22, 1788, “Ax (o the negroes;
I have told him my mind was not'to:
have them slaves provided my ered-
itors did not multiply with the wants
of your neighbors so as to sef aside
my intentions.” v
So it appears that he gave a tuali-
fied order, at leasl, Lo his atlOrneys.
John and Nathaniel Man, to sell the |
above shives. This they did, to o‘gﬂw
David Pryor of South Carolina, whol
came up the Thames River in a sails
ing vessel Lo a poinl a few miles h&-u'
low Norwich, and getting a teamy
accompauied by seven or elght met}
drove across the country the iwenty-
fiye miles or so to Hebron where}
the slaves lived on one of the farms
owned by Peters. This was in Sep-
tember, 1787, and, wheller it Wwasj

planned or not. the day was that of |

general training, so dear (o the heart |
of every man and boy of those days, ||

so thal, with (he exception of one ov §

two of the older ones, (here was
hardly a man in the neighhorhood
to resist the abduction of the slaves,
all being af Hast Haddam, and not, |
returning until late in the evening. ‘

The slaves consisted of onesfin-}

fly, Caesar, and Lois, his wike, and |
their eight children, James, Dovis,

Sally, Tra, Susannah, Zeba, Lois and |

Caesar, a baby in arms. Preuammj;
were made as speedily as possible

for the return lvip, though we may |

well imagine the slaves themsalves

« gould hardly have been expected to|

take an interest in expediting il, adl
the women of the neighborhood did
everylhing they conld, cltfing the
harnesses and  placing all possible
obstacles in the way of a starte I
the words of an eye witness, descr b- |

=

ing the procedure of the slave denlﬁ:ll
er and his men, “They laid violent
hands on said family, bound some of
them in irons, and threw them into &
waggon and drove off with great pre-
gipitation, whilst {heir  cries and
shrieks (those of the slaves) were
shocking to human palure; as your
deponenl wag a1 eye wilness to that
scene it left sneh an inipression on
his mind as is not worn out to this
day.” | el

Another  witness  says: “The
agents of Mr. Peters were then npres-
ent and one of them, namely. the



{ young man, held a drawn sword in
‘his hand and by hLis words and ges-

—— tures indicated to me that he would

| make use of it upon such as made
jthe least attempt to relieve the sul-
‘ferers, as he used sirong impreca-
Ations to that purpose.”
[ And still another witness says,
= ?ﬁ"NatInamel Mann was then preseutl
and held a drawn sword in hiz hand |
|and ag [ attempted 1o go into the
lllO_IIBe from whenee the negroes wers|
|taken he shook the gword over my
hiead and charged me with great an-
ger in his countenance not to go in
‘upon my peril.”
| This last witness was Patience
(Button, a near neighbor, and may
have been one of those who helped
cul the harnesses and hinder the
progress of the abductors. It was
‘well nigh evening before the little
‘company started off for Norwich,
—{with the women and children in the
|wagon, and the men and boys tied
¢tﬂgmher behind. The slaves did ev-
erything they could to hinder pro-
__sr_eas. one of the older boys manag-|
ing to escape before many miles had
gone over, and after darl. The|
imther as he walked behind the wog-
jon, managed slyly to pick up a stone
J;ow and then from the roadside and
~put it in the wagon to add to the
weight and thus delay.
| In the meantime the men of the
;towﬁ arrived home from training,
and were told what had happened in
their absence, A council of war was
speedily held, and a plan decided up-
lon to recapture the slaves for they
liad no idea of allowing them to be
Iidnapped in this way. In order
‘that this might be done under color
= 71"01‘ the law they hit upon this meth-
od to accomplish their purpose.
—— 1 Elijah Graves. a tailor, and near
111&)‘3111301- of the slaves, had been
: clothes for Caesar, and these
clothes Caesar thad  taken in the
[ahsmam of Mr. Graves, so Graves
went before Elihu Marvin, Justice
ioI the Peace, and swore out a war-
ranl of hrrest against Caesar, his
lw!re and the eight children, “all
(Hegro  persons,” complaining that
"‘thay did” in said Hebron on Lhe
Inight after the 24th day of Septem-
[ber ingt, felonionsly steal and carby
_off the following articlés, one blue
brogdeloth coat with white buttons
{worth six shillings, one pr. of co-
(duroy briches partly worn, worth'
thiree shillings, one codurooy vest
partfly finished worth two shillings|
and gix pence, one pr. flowered knee
buckles worth three shillings.”
This was placed in the hands of |
ithe local constable for service, and,
|with a posse of gix of the fmemost

“leitizens of the town he started on

‘ty-five miles of stony and hilly road, |

‘hulsuback after midnight, in pur-
| suit. They pressed their horses af|
‘the top of their speed over the Lwen-

their plumes flying in the wind, and
the sparks flying from their horses’
heels and lighting the darkness of|
\the night, as one of the pursuing
party was fond of relating in after|
yvears, and passed through Norwich
I the early morning just ag the peo-
|ple were getting up. The party of
slaves and their abductors were ov-
lertaken a few miles below there, the
jold father of the family with the
salt tears frozen on his cheeks after
his all night tramp behind the wag—
on. -

When the constable read the war-
rant to Caesar, Prior, the kidnapper,
said, “What, you heen stealing, Cae-
gar?" “Dat's none of your business,’
was the reply. It is to be presumed
that the occasion of capture was a
‘joyful one for both capturerers and
| captured. ;
| In connection with this night ride,
‘the bill of the local inn keeper which
‘was afterwards taxed in the costs
lin the case, is interesting.
| “Mr. Roger Fuller, acct. of expen-
wes in Graves action against Cae-
'sar Peters, etc.

1 bowl tody, 10d.

1 gill brandy, 6d.

814 pints.cherry rum, 11s, 4d.
2 pints cherry rom, 4s.

7 horse baits, 1s, 9d.

1 gl rum, 1s., 44d.

Total, 10s, 9d.

Under the item of refreshments at
Norwich, Sept. 27, 1787, are also|-
taxed as costs,

T breaktasts, Ts. —
8 negroes’ breakfasts, 5s.
7 horse baits, 2s, 4d.
Bilters. 1s, 10d.
whieh, with the item of “refresh-{
ments on road, 48, leads us to con-
elude that the comfort of the innex|
man was abundantly looked out for.
The constable charges, “To Norwich
to take said thieves, self and six af-
{endants. 4 pounds, 10 shillings,” and
‘the total cost of capture and (rial
were 7 pounds, 2 shillings and 11
|pence.

In justice court, Sept. 27, 1787, be-
fore Bsquire Marvin, “The bodies of
the within named negroes except
! James,” who had escaped, from Prior
before the pursuers came up, were
 brought hefore “his worship” by
John Gilbert, jr., constable, and they
were all found guilty, and aentenced |
{o pay damages, 2 pounds: fines, 6
pounds; and costs, 7 pounds, 2 shill-
ings, 11 pence, “or to be whipped b
stripes on the naked body each.”




JPryor an inhabitant of South Caro-
~_ lina who came with a waggon and
an armed force of seven or eight men
foward the close of the day in the
Lmonth of September a little more
‘than a year Since and Laid Violent
hands on gaid family, bound some of
ithem in irons and threw them into a
‘waggon and Drove off with great pre-

L | \cipitatiou whilst their cries and
Shrieks were shocking to Human Na-

‘ture, as your deponent was an Eye
'Witness to this scene it left such an

~ Impression on his mind as is not
worn ouf to this Day. The minds of|

‘the people in General appeared to be
much agitated and filled with Tndig-
“lnation at such Cruelties a number
‘of Persons moved with compasgion
under the covour of Lawful author-

ity Pursued and overTook them 20
qiles from this Place and within one
‘mile of a vessel Bound for the said
Carolina which was to receive them

‘on Board, as I afterwards heard to
carry them thence, and took them
_and Brought them Back to the Place
{from whence they was taken yet still

2 {the saidl agents of Mr. Peters mani-
fest a Determination to Sell and Dis-

__ pense the above said Family which

'Renders their condition very Miser-
. able and unhappy and further your
depgnent saith not.
A Elijah Graves.

Jan. 5. 1780,
: E_!worn to hefore Benjamin Buell,
Justice of 1 Peace.

= The deposition of Josephh Wain
Case of lawfull age is as follov
viz. That Cezar came into this neigh-
A Iheod when about eight or nine yeairs
‘of age and I have Lived by him and
known him well for 30 years and do
fully join in Testimony with the fore
going Deposition, as Touching his
Morals and every other circumsiance |
-t_herein contained and Bspecially thal |
of the family being taken by Men!
|armed with Clubs & Staves, and
ithmwn inte a waggon (being an Eye
Witness to the whole transaction) It
axhibited sueh a scene of Cruelly as
,was unparalel to anything I had ever
seen and Furthermore Testz y That
__'the young man held a drawn Sword
jn hig hand and by his words and
- ___ gestures fully indicated to me that
‘he would make unse of it upon such
‘as made the Least attempt to relieve
‘the Sufferers as he usged strong Im-
= | precations to that purpose. Depon-
ent further says that he has often
f-| conversed with Mrs. Mary Peters the
|

former owner of said negroes that

c=—_— —'| she had a note against her Son Sam-
uel Peters of a hundred and Llen

T - pounds, for said negroes and that
‘ghe shonld never (ask) to receive

- anything thereon, as she intended
|that the negroes should be free and

|agreed with her son at the time
'of their sale to the same purpose as
she always said to the last of hery
|Life which expired in July 1784|
which note still remains unpaid. °
Sworn to, Joseph Case.”

Another depogition says:
f “Hebron, Dec. 5, 1789,

Know all whom it may concern.
/that we the Subscribers, Selectmen —
Ifor the town of Hebron, well ac-
{quainted with Cezar, servanf to ihe
Rev. Samuel Peters and cannot say
lanything respecting his Morrels but:
that they are good and that he has
'{he Character of being a Sober, Hon-
‘est, Industrious Fellow.
[ Blijah Kellogg,

Sylvester Gilbert,
| John H. Buell,
Joel Jones,

| (Selectmen)”
| In telling this story the writers
have quoted largely and in great
 part verbatim from the excellent
account written by the late F. Clar-
ence Bissell, .on file at the state 1i-
|brary. Material has also been glean-
led from the Peters genealogy. !

As regards the story of the theft
‘of eclothing by Caesar and his wife|
| (and the eight children) il should he |
Ihorne in mind that this was a Lrump-j
ed up charge to give anthority te the
{constables and enable them Lo res-i
cue the slaves. Caesar may have
Itaken clothes that belonged to him |
or which were being made for him
‘and for which he expected to pav.j
As to the *“coduroy briches, - hlue
‘broadeloth coat with white mettle
'buttons, and flowered silver hueckles,”
lone wonders al Caesar's grandenr,
and suspects tailor Blijah Graves and
his fellow conspiritors of roguishly
‘padding the list.

Caesar and his wife and their de-
|geendants lived on in Hebron, and
nearly up to the present time there
‘have been descendants of these
glaves living here. The last Hebron
‘Wegro bearing the name of Peters
wags Harry Peters. who died in 1893,
Iaving ‘lived for many years with
Captain Sylyester Gilbert, a8 his
“hired man and helper. Another de-
seendant was Arthur Barber, who
- died about ten years ago. Other de-
scendants live in nearby towns and
sometimes visil the place.

There is a corner in the old buary-
“ing ground on the Andover road,
‘al.mut a mile from Hebron  village,
iwi—th graves marked Dby rough, wn-
lettered stones. Here lie Old Caesar
“and Lois his wite, and ggme of their
|children. Perhaps few of the young-
| er generation know of these graves,
although an occasional pilgrimage in

| made to them and the story recalled

in its humorous and tonching detail.




November 10, 1787, application
fwas made to the same court “for
| the above said delinguents to be as-
isigned unto Klijah Graves of said
Hebron in service for and during
,l the full term of two years from this
time, he taking said megro woman
| under the incumbrance of her young-
lest ehild, and clothing the whole of
| them so as they may be comfortable
[|in all seasons of the year during said
Jterm of time and delivering so at
|the end of the same.”

It would appear that Peters did
not really approve of the selling of
the slaves after all, for he writes to
his agents, November 13, 1787, “I
hope you will not have sold Caesar
before this time. . . T wish Caesar
might not be sold, but he must obey
you if he intends to seeure my friend-|
ghip.”

The General Assembly, al ils ses-
gion of January, 1789, upon the pe-
tition of the glaves emancipated Cae-
‘gar and Lois and their eight chil-
dren, and another slave named Pomp |
Mendo, and Peters writes from Lon-
don in June of that year, “As to
Jaesar and Lois, I ever meant to set
them free, and also their children be-
fore or when I died. They are wel-
come to it now, as it has more than
fulfilled the law of my mother and
my solemn promise to her. If they
behave amiss I shall be sorry you
‘have not power to turn them off my
'lands. on which they can claim no
‘right, since the Assembly has freed
‘them on their own petition. As to
Caesar bringing forward a suit vs.
you for selling him, it seems a vis-
ionary scheme, but all things hut
justice seem to succeed in your
country, especially when againgt me
. . . If Caesar, since his emancipa-
tion ecuots fimber, sue him and let
‘him pay for his folly in slavery
again.”

On file at the Hebron town clerk's
office may be geen today among the
‘records of the justice court Eljjah
Graves' complaint against the slaves,
i enumerating the articles stolen,

J “To Hlihu Marvin, ®sq., a Justice
of the Peace within and for the Coun-
ty of Tolland, comes Elijah Graves
‘ol Hebron in ye county of Tolland
and complaineth in his own name,
las well ag in the name of the Gov-
‘ernor and Company of the state, and
gives said justice to understand that
Caesar, commonly known by the
‘name of Caesar Peters, and Lois, his
wife, and James and Derig and Sallie
and Iri and Susannah and Zeba and

Lois and Caesar, children to said

Qaesar and Lois his wife, all negro

persons belonging Lo said Hebron
[ are guilty of theft in thatl they Did
|in said Hebron on the night after

the 24(h day of September instant|
| teloniously steal and carry off from
| your complainanl’s dwelling house
in said Hebron the following ar-
ticles, viz., ene blue hroadeloth coat
with white mettle buttons worth six
shillings lawfull money, one pair of
coduroy briches partly worn worth
three shillings lawinl money, one|
coduroy vest part finished worth
two shillings and six pence lawfull
money, one pair fHowered silver
buckles worth 3 shillings lawfull
'money, all the property of your com- |
plainant and is to your complainant’s
damage the sum of 18 shillings law-
full money and against the laws of
his state therefore your complain-
ant prayeth that they, the above said
persons may be apprehended and
dealt wilh according Lo law.

Dated, Hebron, 27th day of Sept.
1787.

Blijah Graves.”

Deposition of Elijah Graves
{in refreeing of slaves)
Hebron, Dec. 26, 1788,
| “The deposition of BElijah Graves
of lawfull age is as follows wha says
he has lived more than fifteen years
a near neighbor to Cezar and Lois
(his wite Durving which time he has
observed buf few if any of the com-
lmon vices of mankind in them, but
that they have ever maintained an
honest and Sober Character alse
been Diligent and Labovious in their
{Calling and a Degree of Frugality
beyond what is common for people
‘of their colour. Just at the eve of
the American War the Rev'd Samuel,
(Peters who then considered Caesar
las his property left them and the
Rest of his Estate and took Refuge
among the British; whose land was
‘soon alter taken by the States Ally
and rented oul for Publick Uge. Cae-
| 8ar and Lois with three children was
Twmed out to procure a Living for
|themselves without much help from
their master’s property. Howewer,
by good economy and close applica- |
(tion to business Did procure a very
lcomfortable Living some years, and
in the meantime had 2 or 3 children,
|Ahout 4 yvears Since Mr, Peters’ es-
tate being Relinguished by the Pub-
lick, Cezar moved himself and Fam-
ily again into one of Mr. Peterg’
houses where he enjoved himself but
for a short season, Mr. Pelers send-
ing over from London a power of at-
{torney appointing John Man and his|
son his agents who npot long after
‘made Cezar acquainted that it was
their infention (o sell him and his
family into [foreign parts which
threw them into great Consternation
jand Concern, which in fact not long
after they rveally Did & one David




[P-‘I‘Yﬂi' an inhabitant of South Caro-
lina who came with a waggon and,
ran armed force of seven or eight men
= — ltoward the close of the day in the
mouth of September a little more

— than a vear Since and Laid Violent
‘hands on said family, bound some of
‘them in irons and threw them into a
waggon and Drove off with great pre-
\cipitation whilst their cries and
'Shrieks were shocking to Human Na-
‘ture, as your deponent was an Eye
(Witness to this scene it left such an

— Impression on his mind as is mol
|worn out to this Day. The minds of]

- ;the people in General appeared to be
much agitated and filled with Indig-
‘nation at such Cruelties a number
‘af Persons moved with compasgion
under the covour of Lawful author-
ity Puvsued and overTook them 20

_miles from this Place and within ene |

mile of a vessel Bound for the said
|Carolina which was to receive them

lon Board, as I afterwards heard to

carry them thence, and took them
___'ana Brought them Back to the Place
‘f-rom whence they was taken yet still

— . the said agents of Mr. Peters mani-
fest a Determination to Sell and Dis-
|pense the above said Family which
IRe-nr.lars their condition very Miser-
——_able and unhappy and further your
deppuent saith not.
A Blijah Graves.

Jau. 5, 1789,
—— Bworn te before Benjamin THuell,
Justice of v Peace.

‘he depositicn of Joseph Wain
|Case of lawfull age is as follov
viz. That Cezal came into this neigh-
hood when about eight or mine yeais
'; of age and I have Lived by him and
known him well for 30 years and do
= _ﬁmy join in Testimony with the fore
going Deposition, as Touching his
Morals and every other circumsiance !
therein contained and Bapecially that
of the family being taken by Men!
larmed with Clubg & Staves, and
‘t_ln!own into a waggon (being an Eye
 Witness to the whole transaction) It
exhibited such a seene of Cruelly as

L _ was unparalel to anything 1 bad ever
seen and Furthermore Testa y hat

__the young man held a drawn Sward

in his hand and by his words and

- | gestures fully indicated to me that
|he would make use of it upon such

-~ .as made the Leasi attempt to rvelieve
the Sufferers ag he used strong lm-
precations to that purpose. Depon-

ent further says that he has often

——— gonversed with Mrs. Mary Peters the
former owner of sald negroes that

= =3 ' she had a note against her Son Sam-
uel Peters of a hundred and ten

— pounds, for said negroes and that
she shonld never (ask) to receive
anything thereon, as she intended |
'that the negroes should be iree and

\agreed with her son at the time
of their sale to the same purpose as|
she always said to the last of her
Life which expived in July 1784
which note still remaing unpaid. -

Sworn to, Joseph Case.”

Another deposition says:
‘Hebron, Deec. 5, 1789,

Know all whom it may econgern
/that we the Subscribers, Selectmen
[for the town of Hebron, well ac-
'quainted with Cezar, servant to the
Rev. Samuel Pelers and cannol say
lanything respecting his Morrels but:
{hat they are good and that he has
| the Character of being a Sober, Hon-
‘,eat. Indusirious Fellow.
| Hlijah Kellogg,
| Sylvester Qilbert,

‘ Johm H. Buell,
Joel Jones,

{Selectmen) "
. In telling this story the wrilers
have quoted largely and in great
|part verbatim from the excellent
account written by the late ¥. Clar- i
lence Bissell, on file at the stale -
|brary. Material has also been glean-
led from the Peters genealogy. |

As regards the story of the theft
jof clothing by Caesar and bis wife|
(and the eight children) it should be

|horne in mind that this was a brump-
ed up charge to give anthority fo the
{constables and enable them lo ves-|
leue the slaves. Caesar may have
|{aken clothes that belonged to him |-
lor which were being made for him
‘and for which he expected to pay.|
|As to the “coduroy briches, ' blue
‘broadcloth coat with white meitle}
buttons, and flowered silver huekleg,”
lone wonders ab Caesar's grandeur,y
‘and suspeets tailor Flijah Graves and
his fellow conspiritors of roguishly
padding the list.

Caesar and his wife and their de-
|gcendants lived on in Hebyron, and
nearly up to the present time there |
have heen deseendants of these
|slaves Jiving here. The last ‘Hebron
Wegro bearing the mame of Peters
was Harry Peters, who died. in 1893,
‘having lived for many years with
Captain Sylvester Gilbert, as his
hired man and helper. Another de-{
geendant was Arthur Barber, who
‘died about ten years aso. Other de-
geendants live in nearby towns and
'sometimes visit the place.

There is a corner in the old bury-
ing ground on the Andover rouad,
about a mile from Hebron ® village,
with graves marked by rough, - _
Jettered stones. Herve lie 0ld Caesar
‘and Lois his wife, and sgme of their
| ehildren. Perhaps few of the young-

'er generation know of these graves, —
although an pecasional pilgrimage is
|made to them and the story reealled
in its humorons and tonching detail.




-l
ae  frightful
dwelling on
ieir hunger,

san Norses with many
1ables, strove to comfort
«<ted mother by telling her
not to cry, that she was their broth-
-er, but her husband should be roast.
ed over a slow fire and cut into inch
pieces. The savages departed soon
@after the sun arose, carryving their
| Prisoner, with another white man
| whom they had captured. They fir-
|| ed every building on the premises
as they went away, and left a deso-
| late, weeping family under the can-
| opy of the mheavens as a shelter,
Never, never did they expect to look
| again on that hold warrior form,
that affectionate, winning counten-
ance. He had gone away with de-
mons who would delight in his last
i torments and exhaust his life with
| slow tortures.

“Major McFarland, a brother of

| the bereaved wife, took her and her
distressed family to his hospitable
home in a part of the western coun-
try called New Connecticut, and they
Wore the sable badges of mourning
for him who they Supposed no longer
A dweller upon earth,
_ “But to return to the captive,
Bach night before the bloodthirsty
vieters retired to rest they would
bind him to a stake, kindle a fire
dedr him, form a circle and dance
his death song, taking care to ex-
inguish the flames before they be-
fame insufferable, ag it was their in-
ention to carry him to a noted In-
lian town in the wilds of Canda, he-
‘ond Detroit, and burn him in the
fiew of thousands.

“Fearing that the country might
& aroused and an armed force sent
1 pursuit, four of the bravest and

108t brawny warriors were selected
) lake the two prisoners into cus-
Wy and travel to theirp destination
pidly by a  shorter route. The
ethod of securing their prisoners
v night was to lay them on thefr

eks, arrange a number of small

€8 across them, and then two

|

ever, the fountain of Indian hate was
not yet dried up. About the year
1786, as the captain lay on hig death
bed at his mansion about thirteen
miles east of the city of Albany, near
the last moments of his life, an In-
dian, apparently almost s;ﬁ;{gd.
came to hig house, and having regeiv-
ed food, approached and looked a
moment at the dying man. He went
away -seemingly satisfied. But jt
was afterwards ascertained that he
had, previously to his visit, ambugh-
ed a retired path for two weeks, ex-
pecting his victim to pass on hisac-
customed business, AR,
“Such ig the brief sketch of a his-
tory called to mind by the !In'g}.r:-}_, -
age of an affectionate mother A
this sketch is the first and will preb-
ably be the last public tribute of re-
spect which the editor of this paper
shall ever have occasion to pay o
the memory of his grandfather, His
dust reposes by the side of hig sec-
ond best heloved wife under a gras-
sy elevation in an open, improved
field in Rengselaer County New
York. There sleeps the father of 19
children—a brave man and an hon-
‘est man, who carried the learning,
the politenegs, the morals, the,rg -
lgion and the regard for the hal
‘Sabbath of the ‘land of steady hab-

its' through all the change

stormy .Ii:'l_.’e.,,“

in the hours of battle or danger,
But the other captive, named Coo-
ley, tell all the horrors of anticipat-
ed death. His eyves had the appear-
ance of balls of fire, and it was the
Captain's greatest fear that his un-
usual appearance would betray their
desperate intention, which was to
rise at the same moment, seize some
Weapon and slay each man's keepers,
Kind Heaven suceeeded this last
chance of life or death**The four

"riors would lie down on the ends
the poles, thus Securing one pris-
er between each two, The pris-
ters had been permitted to kneel
W once every day over the leaves
an old almanac, pretending it was
brayer book, in which posture a
Bperate resolution was tormed to
& in the night whenever it might
ance that the four savages should
L into a sound sleep together, ang
e their own lives at the expense
four.
Night after night the walketnl say-
b eye was open upon them—untii
Was supposed from circumstan-
that they had lain down for the
L night | they were to  enjoy
this world, Captain Sawyer lay
b ealm and collected, and looked
1quilly upon the pure stars above
- He was a nian of religion angd
before stayed his mind on Gaod

fierce Indians snored in congert,
Sawyer rose like a giant from the
ineumbent welght of his guard, seiz-
ed an axe, and severed the head of
the huge Indian that lay on his
right. This warrior was of the name
of and belonged to the family Brant
or Brandt, so famous in the history
of the Indian wars. His head was
of an enormous size and his coarse
hair resembled the shaggy mane of
a horse,

“A hollow hissing noise proceed-
ed from the cleft skull, and the In-
dian on the left in the same instant
felt the weight of the same descend-
ing weapon.

“Captain Sawyer had now aceom-
plished his share in the design, and
in a moment of trepidation which
will sometimes come over the bray-
est men, he inadvertently threw

away his axe. But fu that fame in-
stant he peveeived that Cooley was{

turned into a m: .
and both the Ind in of st

of him were gait i
seized a gun, pre: mmg
fire—he threw it \ sente
chet, killed anot

hurled the haf.ch _ Lo
gtruck him 01,1.#- ‘
\savage fled howlin
ot the wound. _Bi _
stone to rise, the ¢ ddil
hig flight, but bef mpi
day they found a MNe
dled around _tlxem
prairies were roari
agration.
ﬁaEHappily breaki
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Xl:\z: MORE ABOUT THE REV. SAMUEL PETERS

Chapters from Hebron l-lia'.i.:ory|

JL By Susan B. Pendleton Assisted By Mrs. Anne C. Gilbert.

" Not a great deal is known of the

life of the Rev. Samuel Peters in ;
England, after being driven from this /‘7 5—7 £, 7 ¥ SNk
country in 1774 on the eve of the

(Revolution on account of his firm

stand as a Loyalist or “Tory.” A Te-

' port of the Women's Canadian His-

torical Sociely states that in 1776,

| his resources having become exhaust |

ed, he recived a gratuity of 20

| Guineas from the 8. P. G., in recogni- |

. from this unpleasant situation, and

| Middletown, Simsbury, Glastonbury,

tion of his staunch loyalty and mis-
sionary zeal. While rector of the Heb-
ron church he had done missionary
work in Taunton, Sharon, Norwich,

Wallingford, Millington, Hartford,
Coventry, Mansfield, Haddam and
k‘lllingsworth He also made a seven
weeks missionary trip over and be-
yond the Green Mountains, to Fort
IMiller, 50 miles south of Albany.
‘That same year the society prevail-
ed upon the willing Archbishop of
Canterbury to bring the refugee’s
petition regarding his losses to the
attention of Lord North. This help
and influence, however, did not ar-|
rive in time to prevent him from im-
prisonment for a time in the “Fleet”
for debt. His son-in-law and daughter
Mr. and Mrs. Jarvis, rescued him

he finally received a pension from
the British |Government, probably
sufficient for him to live upon.

As he was only forty years old
when he left this country, and pre-
sumably at the height of his physical
and intellectual abilities, it might
have heen supposed that he wounld
devote his life to churech work in
Hngland, but if so, nothing appears
to be known of it here.

His big accomplishment while in
the old world was the writing and
publishing of a book, “The General
History of Connecticut.” This book
madée Connecticut people, especially
those of the Puritan element, fairly
gnash their teeth with rage. Nobody
likes to ridiculed, and this “history,”
which has been called the most un-
reliable ever written, poked fun in
unforgivable ways at the writer's
former compatriots. It was at first
published anonymously, signed by “A
Gentleman of the Province.” But the
ear marks of authorship were all too
issue that came to this country was
plain, and the story is that the first
publicly burnt, and its republishing
in the state forbiddem by the court.
Tlnia says a descendent of Peters,

hi bl .I.“Eeﬂcrmmk. in lbke-ﬂ'ef&ee‘

to a new edition brougnt our by him
in 1877. He states also that acopy
of the original sold at an auction of
.0ld books in 1877 “for the fabulous
price of $115." A second edition,
published in New Haven in 1829, is
now nearly as hard to get hold of as
the first. No copies of the original |
edition remain in Hebron at present
time, although years ago relatives
or friends of the Peters family did
own copies. Even the reprint of 1877
now commands something of a price.
1 believe that the state library has
one or more copies of the first edi-
tion, and the Hebron library has an
1877 reprint. This reprint is said to
De considerably modified, and a good
deal of extraneous matter is added
by MecCormick in the way of notes,
appendix, etc. )

The book may be regarded as a
gatire or burlesque, though written
in so seemingly candid a vein, and
should be read between the lines in
order to get the proper slant. In this
hook Peters coins the phrase, “The
Blue Laws,” in ridiculing the Puri-
tans for what he considered f(heir
sanctimonions rules of conduct. He
quotes some of these laws, or pur-
ports to, giving them from memory,
as he claims they were never suffered
to he wtitten. A few are guoted be-
low from some forty or more of his
examples.

“Nao ene shall walk or run on the
Sabbath day, or walk in his garden
'or elsewhere, except reverently to
and from' ' eeting.” AU

“No one shall travel, cook vmtuals,'
make beds, sweep house, cut hair, or
ghave, on the Sabbath day.”

“No woman shall kiss her child on
the Sabbath or fasting day.”

“No one shall read Common Pray-
er, keep Christmas or Saints’ days,
make minced pieces, dance, play
cards or play on an instrument ex-
cept the drum, trumpet or jews-
harp.”

“Whoever brings cards or dice in-
{o this-dominion shall pay a fine of
5 paunds >

“HEyery male shall have hls hair cut
round according to a cap.”

It has been passionately demed_
t_hat any such laws were ever in force
in the colonies, and over and oyer
again it has been declared that Peters
stuff was nothing but a pack of lies.
Indeed, it is impossible to read these
“blue laws" as he gives them, with-
out being conscious of the sly and
bitter humor of Peters as he rolls

| them off his tomgue.

To be honest however, it must be

| admitted that there were some cur-

jous laws in those days, as shown by
| eourt records. Here is an extract

‘from Norwich records, guoted in

Barber's Historical Colleetion.




1 ‘july 26th, 1720. Samuel Sabin ap-|
peareth before R. Bushnell, Justice, |

and complaineth against himself that
 the last Sabbath day at night he and
John Olmbis went on to Wawekus
- | Hill to visit their relations, and were
| late Wome, did no harm, and he fears
may he a transgression of ye law,
dﬁd:;g’ it be he is very sorry for it
i’ and don't allow himself in unreason-
| able night walking.”
]: Another item from Norwich rec-
ords: ‘“Asa Fuller, apprentice to
fzra Huntington HEde Trap, son to

Thomas Trap, Lemuel Wentworth, |

gon to James Wentworth, Hannah

Forsey and Elizabeth Winship, a|

| minor daughter to widow Winship,
{all of Norwich, did on the Lord’s
Day evening meet and converse to-

' gether, and walk in ye street in com- |

pany, upon no religious occasion, all
of which is contrary to the statute
| of this IColony in such case made and
provided, June 11, 1770, fine 3 shill-
|ings, 1 shilling costs.”

MThere is also an entry of “20 shill-
lings for playing cards,” and 5 s. for
laughing in meeting. Smoking was
|also frowned upon, and in Wethers-
field in the very early days no one
. was allowed to smoke within two
miles of the meeting house on the

\Lord's Day. “Back sliders who wers |

caught smoking around the corner
‘pf the meeting house or on the street
were fined and set in the stocks and
cages.

Wethersfield records also show
‘that, October 27, 1777, Leman Stone
‘'of Litchfield was fined by Justice
‘Treadwell 20 shillings and costs of
2 pounds and 2 shillings, for “trav-
lailling on the Lord’s Day.

April 10, 1778, Chauncey Deming
‘and Jonathan Cowles were fined 20
shillings and costs on the charge
that they “on or about the 2nd day
‘of November, 1777, did play one or

more games of cards against the|

peace and laws of the state.” Algo
Elizabeth Curtis and Sarah Hawley

were fined each one pound, 16 shill- |

ings of lawful money, for “whisper-
ing and laughing and joggling each
other in meeting.”

It would seem strange to young
people of the present day, that the

|observation of Christmas was frown-
ed upon in New England up to com-

‘paratively modern fimes, yet such is
the case. It was the Roman Catho-
‘}ics and the Church of England peo-
ple who observed Christmas as a
festival. The Puritans objected to the
celebration and on May 11, 1659, the
General Court of the Colony of Mass-
achusetts passed the following law.

“Whatsoaver shall be found observ-
ing any such days as Christmas or

| through the town covering a period

the like, either for forbearing or-
Jdabor, feasting, or any such way, as
& festival, shall be fined five shill-
ngs."”

Twenty years later this law was
tepealed, but it was a long time he-
'fore prejudice against the obgervance

of such days as Christmas, Easter,
|ete., died down in the Puritan or
‘Congregational churehes.

Christmas was from the first ob-
served in St, Peter's church, accord-
ing to Church of England usage. For
many years its unique Christmas Eve
celebration attracted people from
miles around, who packed the church
to its doors, up to about §0 years
ago, when the observance of Chris-
mas became more general in the oth-
{ er denominations. The first Christ-
mas tres in the Hebron Congrega-
| tional church was in the 1880's.

‘Mrs. Charles Phelps of Andover, a
former Hebron woman, well over 80,
whose parents were staunch Episco-
palians, or Church of England peo-
ple recalls being taken out of school
in Hebron on Christmas day as a
| child, to observe the day in what

her parents considered a proper way

envied by her little classmates who
were of a different religious per-
 suasion, or perhaps a little looked
down upon for having so odd a re-
ligion. . . -
Buv to return to Peters and his
‘_book. In its pages lhe is scathing
towards the Puoritans, and bitter, as
would be expected, to the Revolution
ists, or rebels, as he calls them. He
accuses the Puritans of dealing cruel-’
ly and craftily with the Indians. He
sneers at colenial customs. He tells
‘many a curious and incredible tale
wilh a straight face, including that
~of the Windham frogs. He begins

the story in this fashion:

" “Strangers are very much terrified

at the hideous noise made on sum-

. mer evenings by the vast number of

' frogs in the brooks and ponds. There

. are about thirty different voices
among them, some of whieh resemble.
. the bellowing of a bhull. The owls and
whipporwills complete the rough con-
cert which/ may be heard several
imiles”. He goes on to tell how the

| frogs, their pond dried up, were
obliged to hop through the town of

| Windham to fhe Winnomantic River, |

the bull frogs the leaders, and the

pipers following without number,

filling the road forty yards wide,

four miles in length, the passage

of several hours. Their clamoring so
lfrighened the Windhamites that
they fled naked and shrieking from'
their beds, fearing that the French |

and Indians were upon them. But




| Samuel seemed to entertain for Heb-

erica and dying of yellow fever in

~|ing his enforced absence. He- finally
}qua.rreled with William Pitt in 1803,
land was deprived of hig pension. He

‘and spent several years in Washing-

hf:méeli and called “The Queen's Loy-

|al'Rangers. » He leaves an interesting

a.utbblograpuy, quoted in the Peters
g‘éﬁaalogy compiled by a descend-
&nt '

The Rev. Samuel’s daughter Han-
nah married William Jarvis, affer-
\wards his Majesty's Secretary of Up-
per ‘Canada. They left descendants.
William Birdseye Peters, only son of
fhe Rev. Samuel, was brought up by
hig grandparents in Hebron or Strat-
ford until he was 14 years of age,
when he. joined his father in Eng-
land. He was educated at Oxford and
studied law in London. He acted as
deputy for Mr. Jarvis in Canada,
held a commission in the army, and

| became a member of the bar of Up-

per Canada, finally returning to Am-

Mobile or New Orlearns. In New Or-
leans he left many descendants, of
whom there were several bearing the
name of Peters as late as 1903.

Thus was the Peters family of Heb-
ron broker and scattered by the
iRevolution. There is not now any
one of thé name living here.

To the end of his life the Rev.

fon g sincere aﬂ’eetian He was per-
‘haps homesiclf for His old home dur-

refurned to ﬁlmerica two years later,

ton, petitioning without success for
confirmation of a grant of land near
St. Anthony's [Falls, on the Missis-
sippi, and in October, 1817, than in
failing health, and 82 years of age,

‘he visited that part of the country, |

remaining over a year, and passing

‘the winter at Prairie du Chien. Ths

next year he returiied to New York,
and lived in that city and Jersey City
until he death, in 1826, aged nearly
92. It 1§ said that he suffered from
various physical ills during a great

| part of his life. He styled himself

the Bishop of Vermont, to which of-
fice he is said to have been elected,
though not consecrated, on account
of the troublous times”. He alway.s

_|spelled Vermont “Verdmont”, claim-

ing that the other spellmg would

| make the name mean;“a mountain of

maggots”. After his death his body
wag brought to Hebron and buried
in the old Cemetery of the Church of

| Bngland by the side of his thres

wives. In 1840 his body was removed
to the mew cemetery in the vﬂlage
yvhere a monument was erected to
his memory by his grandson, Samuel
J. MeCormick. It is said that Dr.

Peters in 4ls old age once revisited

Hehron and the new church on the
‘green, and that he was oifered a

home with his nephew Governor John

9. Peters, but that he refused sadly,
saying that it would never be the
gsame again
Besides his History of Connecficut
e was also the author of a life of
Hugh Peters, whom he claimec as a
collateral ancestor. This is regarded

as unreliable, but is of interest to

the antiquarian.

At the age of 88 he wrote a manu-
ser ipt” history of Hebron, in every
_line of which can be gleaned his af-
fection {for the liftle village where lie
was born and spent his eariy life.

‘But of this more in another chapter.




the story is too well known to need

repeating.
“New Haven,” he says, “is cele-

brated for having given the name of

‘pumpkin heads’ to all New England-
ers. It originated from the blue laws
which enjoined every male to have
his hair cut round by a cap. When

caps were not to be had they substi-|

| ted the hard shell of a pumpkin,
| which being put on the head every
Saturday, the hair i cut by the shell
all around the head."

He speaks a good word for the
| women, saying “The women of Con-
ecticut are gtrictly virtuous, and to
IE& compared to the prade rather
‘J.-lmn the European polite lady, They
are not permitted to read plays; can-
not converse about whist, quadrille,
or operas, but will freely talk upon
the subject of history, geography and
mathamatics. They are great casu-
ists, and polemical divines, and I
have known not a few of them so
well skilled as to put to the blush
dlearned gentlemen.”

in describing some of the towns of
Connectictit he says of Hebron:

“Hebron is the centre of the prov-
ince and it is remarkable that there
pre thirty-six towns larger and thir-
ty-six less. Tt is situated between
two ponds about two miles in length
|and one in breadth and is intersee-
|ted by two small rivers, one of which
falls into the Connecticut, the other
into the Thames. A large meeting
stands on the sguare where four
Toads meet. ‘The town resembles
Finchley. The township is eight
miles square; five parishes, one is
episcopal. The number of houses is
400; of inhabitants 3,200. It pays
one part put of the seventy-three of
the governmental taxes, and is a
bed of farmers on their own estates.
Frequent sunits about the Indian
titles have rendered them famous for
their knowledge in law and self
preservation.”

One item mentioned (page 152, Mc-
Cormick reprint) refers to Hebron
history, giving a story which pro-|
vokes the interest, running as fol-
lows: _

In 1740 a Mrs. Cursette, (Cursell)
an English lady, who was obliged
v;o spend a few days in Hebron, when
@n Her way from New York to Bos-
jton, became interested in the Hpis-
copal church, then only partially fin-
ished, and the church people suffer-
1ng from garsecutions She encour-
agecl them to keep on with their good
\\mrk and promised them a present
‘when she returned to Boston. Dying |
jgoon after, her will included a leg-

lacy of 300 pounds old tenor (then
equal to about 100 pounds sterling)
to the ‘Church of England in Hebron,
and John Handcock and Nathaniel
Glover were named as her executors.
It was necessary to record the will
in Windham County, where was lo-
;ca_zte‘d the property from which the
legacy was to be derived. The prop-
erty was 170 acres of land, lying in
Canterbury. As Peters tells the story
the will was recorded, but its exist-
ence kept secret until 25 years later,

| when one of those interested in the

plot confessed on his death hed. It
| wag then declared that the will had
lapsed and the money could not leg-
ally be demanded. However, the
church did finaily recover 30 pounds,
and Peters, in 1766, wrote to the
Enghsh Bociety for the Propogation
of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, tell-
ing of Mrs.” Cursell’s gift and the
help it gave in the completion of the
church (the old one on Godirey Hill,
no longer in existence.) The will is
on record, with names of executors
as given by Peters, but just how
much of the story is true, as to the
| church being defrauded, it would be
difficult to ferret out at this late
day. |

About the time of Peters’ flight to
England or soon after, 20,000 or more
Loyalists of the colonies also fled,
finding homes in Canada, the West
Indies, England, etc. They styled
themselves “The United Empire Loy-
alists.” Bemslee Peters, a brother of
| the Rev. Samuel, and father of Gov-
ernor John S. Peters, left Hebron in
1777 with many other Loyalists, and
joined his brother in London, expect-
jng that the war would soon close,
when he would return to his family.
| He obtained a captain’s commission
on half pay in England, which sup-
ported him in London until 1794,
when he drew a large tract of land
for himself and family, and removed
to Little York in Upper Canada, dy-
ing in 1799, dged 56, on the eve, his
son says, of returmng for his fam-
ily. It is interesting to learn that a
town of Hebron, located in Canada
near Nova Scotia was settled by Loy-
alists, and named for our Hebron,
doubtless many of the settlers com-
|ing from here.
A nephew of Samuel and Bemslee,

ists, fleeing to England. He was a
gon of the Colenel John Peters who

ad the sixteen children, himself
‘strong for the Revolution. The young
‘man finally found a haven in Canada
and was made Lieutenant Colonel
Commadant of a regiment raised by

| John Peters, also joined the Loyal- |




| The autobiographical sketch of the
| life of Lieut.-Col. John Peters, while
too long to quote in full, is too inter-
| esting to pass by without some men-
Jion. This sketch was made in a let-
ter to a friend in London, some years
after the close of the Revolution, and
was in later years published in a
Canadian newspaper, The original
. manuscript, at the last account, was
| in the possession of S. P. Bell of New
 York.

John Peters was a nephew of the
| Rev. Samue]l Peters, who apparently
| exercised great influence over him.
He was the son of Col. Peters of Heb
ron. He and his father were altogeth-
er at pdds politically. The father, a
 militia colonel was heart and soul for
the Revolution, and worked for it in
evary way, even against he interests
of his own family. His brothers, Sam-
nel, Jonathan and Bemslee, and his
own gon, the subject of this sketch,
were pronounced loyalists. The let-
ter follows:

“Sir, I do not meéan to take any
pride from family, as yeu will con-
ceive, nor to boast of my exploits,
but to relate my story in simplicity.
T was born in Habron, in Connecticut
in the year 1740, My father was a
| Wealthy farmer, and ecolonel of the
imi]iﬁa. He descended from William
"P-ete'rs, 4 brother of Hugh Peters,
- Oliver Cromwell’s chaplain, and of
lan ancient family in Cornwall, old
England, and by his mother from
Major IGen, Thomas Harrison, the
regicide.

My mother was a descendant of
John Phelps, 4 considerable man in
Cromwell’s party. 1 had a liberal ed-
ucation -at Yale College, and receiv:
ed the degree of B. A., in 1759. In
. 1761 I married Ann, daughter of Rob-
|| ert Barnet, a merchant of Windsor.
|| She was born in 1740, and is now the
mother of eight sons and one daugh-
In 1770 I removed to Moore-
town, on the west side of the Con-
necticut, where I had a large parcel
of land, and I built an house and
| barn, saw mill and grist mill, and
carried on husbandry, Being now in
the province of New York, I was ap-
pointed by Governor Tryon to be
Colonel of the Militia, Justice of the
Peace, Judge of Probate, Registrar

and Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas. Here I was in easy circum-
stances, and independent ag my mind
ever wished. In 1774 the spirit of

of the County, Clerk of the Court,
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X CHAPTERS FROM HEBRON HISTORY |
Lieut-Col. John Peters, of The Queen’s Loyal Rang"‘;ars |

By Susan B. Pendleton and Anne C. Gilbert

{{'colenies.

discord and rebellion so far prevail-
| ed as to oceasion me much trouble.

A congress was forming through the
The Counties of Cumber-

land and Gloucester (since called

| Wermont) desired me fo attend the

econgress to meet in Philadelphia,

| 1774, which appointment I accepted
| of, and passing through Hebron on

my way to Philadelphia, 1 was moh-
hed with my uncles, the Rev. Sam-
uel Peters, Mr., Jonathan and Mr.
Bemslee Peters, hy Governor Trum-

| bull’s Liberty Boys, because we were |

accused of loyalty. I was liberated

| after guffering much ill language
from the mob. The Rev. Samuel suf-
| fered mniore than I did. He and I

agreed in opinion that the tedchers,
bankripts, dissenting teachers, and
smugglers meant to have a seriouns
rebellion, and a eivil and religious
geparation from the Mother Country.

| My uncle advised me to meet the

congress, to find out what their aim
was. I did so, and being certainly
convinced that nothing short of in-
dependence would satisty them, I re-
tused to take the oath of secrecy in
congress, and wrote to my uncle,
whb had bBeen forced to fly to Eng-
land, telling him what to expect, and
I returned to my family at Vermont,

but on my way home I was seized by

three mobs, ill treated, and dismiss-
ed, at Wetherstield, Hartford, and
Springfield. In April, 1775, T arrived
at Mooretown, when another mob
geized me and threatened to exécute
me as an enemy to congress."”

He goes on to tell of other vigits
from mobs, as the revolutionary spir-
it grew in strength. Following ‘‘the
Hoston massacre” he became still

“more a target for persecution. Speak-

ing of the mobs oppressing him at

(that time he says:

“They took all papers found in my
house, insulted me, and requested me
to sign deeds of some lands 1 had

| bought, confined me to the limits of

the town, -and threatened me with

| death if 1 transgressed their orders.

The mob again and again visited me,
and ate and drank, and finally plund-
ered me of most of my movable ef-

fects. Added to this my father, Col.

Peters of Hebron, wroie against me,

|and urged on the mob, assigning for
reason, ‘that his uncle Peters, the

clergyman, who had taught him had .

principles, was driven out of the
country, and that he would soon he-
come a friend to America it sever-
ity was used.




“py January, 1776, vexation had

the people daily growing worse, 1}
| thought of a mode to make my es-
‘cape to Canada, and 1 applied to the
rebel Col. Beadle, who had been my
old and seady friend, and was going
against Canada. He consented to take
me along with him as a companion,
and obtained the consent of the
‘committee. )

| “While on this trip, under the pro-
tection of the colonial troops, Peters
did mot hesitate to give infermation
to further British interest and on
one occasion his tip-off resulted in a
British ambuscade in which 150 “reb-
| els” were killed. It was no wonder
that he was congidered “an enemy to

America.” He was not required to
bear arms on this journey, acording
| to an agreement made by his friend,
|| Col. Beadle. Suspicion of being an in-
former fell upon him, but as proof

' The letter continues:

“At Montreal I met Dr. Franklin
and other commissioners from con-
| gress, also Gen. Wooster and Col
Arnold, and we dined together, when
| Arnold said, ‘Nothing but independ-
ence would settle these matters, and
‘he wished to God it was now done’

After having saved the city of Mon-
| treal from destruction by giving in-
formation of a plot of Arnold's to
Ibum and plunder it, Peters finally
eccaped to the British lines. He
says: :

“May 6, 1777, T met my wife and
children at St. John's, and carried
ordered by Sir Guy Carleton to raise
‘a regiment of which I was to be the
Lieut.-Col. Commandant. June 4 I
- wag ordered by Burgoyne to join his
army with what men I had raised,
~and he gave my regiment the name
of The Queen’'s Loyal Rangers. Au-
‘gust 16, 1777, I commanded the Loy-
alists at Bennington, and lost half
the 291 men of my regiment. In this
(battle T observed a man fire at me.
{Hea loaded again as he came up, and
discharged at me, erying out, ‘Peters,
[you damned Tory, I have got you.'
He rushed on me with his bayonet
| which entered just below my left
breast, but was turned by the hone.
"By this time I was loaded and I saw

hurt my ‘heatth, and the madness of

was lacking he escaped conviction,

| mean the Americans; thirdly, that

| should be death to anyone that has

that it was a rebel, Captain Jere-
(miah Post, by name, an old playmate,
and sehool fellow, and a cousin of
my wife. Though his bayonst was in
my body I felt regret to destroy him.”
A few years after the close of the |
| Revolution Col. Peters went to Eng-
‘land where he remained until his
death, in 1786. He leaves many des-
cendants in this country, Canada and
England, it is stated. It is a fact

that Captain Jeremiah Post was lill-
ed in the battle of Bennington, but
until this letter was published it was
not knowa at whose hands he met
his death. i
Not less interesting than the above -
is a letter written at about the same
period by Hannah, daughter of the
Rev. Samuel Peters, to her cousin,
Clarinda Peters Welles, of Hebron,
daughter of Bemslee Peters, who had
also fled to England, on account of
loyalist principles, leaving lis wife
and children in this country. The let-
ter follows:

“London, August 20, 1784,
Dear Cousin: Your favor by my
cousin Man (Mann) was delivered
in even June, It gave me great pleas-
ure to hear from you after so long a
silence; you ask what the reason is
that your papa cannot return. Are
vou, Dear, insensible of the many
difficulties that attend his return!
First, that he has rvendered himself
obnoctious to the state by being
what they call a tory, and secondly,
{iat he has been within the King's
lines, and perhaps fighting them, I

congress have never repealed the_a-ct
against the tories, namely, that it

been aiding or assisting against
them, to return to his native country. |
These examples, 1 think, my Dear,
. are sufficient reasons to deter your
]papa from returning to America, and
| I think, my Dear, under such cireum-
gtances, you would not wish to see
him a corpse, which I cannot sup-
pose. And if it was not death for him
to return, and he could do it, what |
has he td return for? His property is
confiscated, his stock is all gone, and.
everything else, What better would
he be by his returning. He has no
money to buy a farm or fresh stock,
and he is growing in years, and
would not he able to set about to
clear a wild piece of land for the ben-.
efit of his family. These considera-
tions put.together will, in all prob-}
ability, prevent your papa from see-
inng you in Connecticut, whatever he:
may do in any other place. Yet he
must have ag great a regard for his |
family as ever, and be as willing to
do anything for them that lay in his
power, but he has nothing in his
power—therefore cannot assist them.
I wish you joy as a married woman, |
and in having increased your lttle
family, but how came you to call him
Andrew? 1 should have thought that
you would have named him after)
| your husband, as his father. My duty |
to your mama. My love to your sis-|
ter and compliments Lo Vvour Tus-|

band and thank him for his letter.




! faet in his historical accounts,
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‘Chapters From Hebron History
By Susan B Pendleton, Assisted by Anne C. Gilbert.
THE REV. SAMUEL PETERS’

HISTORY OF HEBRON.

Bury me with my father in the eave
that is- in the field Mach-Pelah,
which is before Mamre in the land |
of Canaane.""” .
Eight Miles

The writérs of the present chap-j

~ters on Hebron history, having been

|life and ancestry has already taken

| pages.

actively engaged for years in coi-
lecting material for the same, were
electrified not many months ago to
learn that there is on file in the
State Library a history of the town,
written back in 1822, by that ro-
mantic, emotional historian, the Rev.
Samuel Peters, the account of whose

up a good deal of space in Lhesei
Probably not more  than

three or four Hebron people

' know that such a manuscript exists.

Ty is type written.

The copy owned by the State Libra-:
Those in charge
did not know where .the original

| manuscript is, nor could the libra-

| the Library received

rians state the source from which
its copy. It
seemed, from some indications, te

have been secured through a manu-

seript. bureau, quite a number of
years ago.

.ﬁam-uel Peters, to put the matter
delicately, has never been accused
of too strict a regard for prosaic
and

if we prepare to hear a few whop-

~ pers in his delighttul history oi He-

bron, probably we shall not he dis-

| appointed,.

The history, which ig dated March
21, 1822, was written when its au-’

__ thor was in his 88th year, and is

__ preaching

dedicated to his nephew, Governor
John 8. Peters, It seems a pity that
it can not be quoted entire, but as it
covers 21 pages of type written mat-
ter, including more or less of
and argumentation, it
would be rather out of the guestion.

The history begins with the fol-
lowing preface: i

“It being the usual custome in
England to write a chorographical
Listory of every considerable Town
and village in the Kingdom, which
benefit the towns, villages and the
publie: for the same reason I pre-
sume to follow the Brittish exam-
ple, seeing no reason why the same
| practice should not prevail in New.
| England and in the United States.”

An introduction follows, in which
the author says: J

“I begin with the chorography, of
Hebrone, becanse there I drew my
‘first breath, and there my parents,.
three wives, two babes, many rela-
‘tives and friends lie entombed; and
1 have a desire like that of Jacob in
‘Egypt after he had blessed his
twelve sons who said unto them, ‘I
‘am to be gathered unto my people. -

Dec /8, /3.

- Joshua, the King of Mohegan( now

| and territory, accordingly they de-

. He describes the town as “situated
eight miles east of the great river
Connecticut in the County of Tol-
land. Its soil is a dark leam. It
has hills and vallies but no moun-
tains . . . . The Post road from New
Haven to Providence and Bos-
ton passes through it, and another
from  New Londen to Hartiord,
Northampte . and Dartmouth Col-
lege. The si:cets are lined with far-
mers’ heises and barns, not inele-
gang, and their lots are laid out and
fenced with stone walls, making a
beautiinl show when covered with
Grass, Wheat, Barley, Rye, Oats, Ap-
ple irees, Pears, Peaches, and
Plumbs, Horses, Oxen, Cows, Calveg,
and Swine, as they are nine months
in the year.
. The people live in ease, harmony
‘anr] plenty, having no want of
bread, Beef, Mutton, Pork, Cheese,
Butter, Fowls, Fishes, Cider, Perry
| Beer, Mithiglins, alderkin and ecur-
rant wine. They need only Salt for
themselves and ecattle to live richly
and independent of Foreigners, and
would do so, did not Fashion pre-
vail over Interest, Health, and Rea-
gon : They export munch pro-|
duce yearly and many horses, fat
cattle, sheep, and swine to the West
Indies, and drive many to New York
and Bostone. . . .. =

Here follows a colorful and pos-
sibly mythical account of the wrest-
ing of the Hebron lands from the In-
dians. As we have seen, Joshua
Attawanhood willed the Hebron
property to a group of Saybrook
men, who later settled the town. But
i there were conflicting clauses in the
will, which did give rise to disputesy
and lawsuits later on, and this may
be what the historian has in mind,
though it seems to be a story all
his ewn.

All Heathens
“This town was the property of

New London, who gave it to Oneko,
his only son by his sister and wife)
| But Joshua had another son by one
,of hig' squaws who was named Abi-
| mileck. They were all heathen and
| knew nothing of the Bible or Chris-
| tianity. The General Assembly
| wanted the terrvitory of Mohegan,
and Oneko would not sell, therefore
it was judged by the Assembly that
Oneko was an incestuous child and
could not inherit his father's dignity

posed Oneko and crowned Abimal-
eck ( a natural son of Joshua) King




I am, Dear Cousin, your sincere
- friend, !
H. Peters.”

Mrs. Clarinda Welles.

_Clarinda Peters Welles wag the
wife of Thomas Welles of Hebron,
The bhaby Andrew mentioned in the
letter was afterwards known as “Gen
eral Andrew Welles,” evidently a
| militia title. His name may be seen
today on his memorial window at St.
| Pater's Church. -
Another letter follows, more illum-
[ inating than many pages of history;
‘ written by the Rev. Samuel Peters’

mother, Mary Marks Peters, to her
daughter-in-law, Mrs. Bemslee Pet-
| ers, then in Orford, N. H.

; “Hebron, 5th of June, 1775.
| Dear daughter Annis Peters, My lova
to you and your dear children, hop-
ing you are well, but left in desart
lonely condition. We hear my dear
Bem (Bemslee) is fled for his life |
[ and gone to Canada, but can't he
| leave it? If you can send me a line
with safety let me know, but not

without. Are you mind to come to
Hebron, it you be send me a few |
lines by Nat Phelps, the man that
| brings this letter, for my soul is in
distress for you all. Dear Bemslée,
my son, I long to see him, but can't.
O that I had died for my son Bem.
© my son Bemslee, my somn, my soI,
| pray God to keep you from doing
| wrong. Keep your tongue from speak-
ing anything that is mot right if you
never may see this leter. I sent some
letters by 'Gaines Gilbert to leave at
John Man's this day fortnight since

wherée you be for? ¥You (have) no
land to tempt you there. What if you
gtay, likely you will be killed, and
go you may if you come. Wee hear

lie went home. What would you stay |

the people intend to kill all that
don’t fight and we think men bet-
ter not than to fight against him.
Ser't Thomas Welles will come and
| Wzikle Horton will come if you will
‘-Iet them know your mind to come
' here. If Bemslee is gone he must not
| come rearer to New BEngland yet, till
{imes alter. Mr, Peters sent Col
John Peters a letter, rit March 14,
11776. He can’t do for him what he in-
' tended, for ‘tis gone to other men ov
' man. 'So 'l hear Mr. Peters is not com-
ing home yet till times alter. The
‘gpirit is not altered. Spite is yet
alive. 1 want to write more but my
'head is much shattered. My mind is
troubled, and so leave you in the
hand of God. Farewell, my dear
_children. Mary Peters.” |
Mrs., Bemslee Peters did finally |
come baek to Hebron, where she
brought up her children, the Clar-!

inda of the second letter quoted.
Mary and John, who became & gov-
ernor of the state. Mrs. Charlotte
(Mann) Phelps of Andover owns the
| original of the letter last quoted.
. Bemslee Péters never returned to
Hebron, dying in upper Canada,
11799, The return of the Tories to
| their former homes in this country
wag made difficult or impessible by
severe and highly penal enactments,
adopted by the various state legisla- |
tures. i . ; |




- |other .. . . - ‘Vhen the first Settiers |
lived in pure religion and kept them-
i‘s“e&vas undefiled equal to the primi- |
| tive Christians, and none excelled |
them, in charity and good will, and |
Morality and. Chastity lived with
them to the highest degree in hu-
man society; but attended with in-
tolerable rigidity towards females,
whose conduct must not be subject|
| {o suspicions of error.”
Pathetic Story
Here tollows a pathetie story, of
'which mo recollection or even tra-
dition seem to.remain at the pres-
ent time. :

“Forty years had passed before
two beautiful young ladies were
found guilty of an error. The con-
'sequence was terrible. The parents
would not pardon them, but turned

__ (hem into the street, and no one
dared to receive them into his
house, and they must have perished
had not the Rev. Dr. Pomeroy had
courage and Christian love and Be-
nevolence to human nature in dis- |
| tress, taking them into his house |
| and provided for them. The bigotry

and superstition of the day was =0
’ zreat and plenty that the parents,
|with zeal not according to knowl-

ecdge, entered a complaint against
~‘ Dr. Pomeroy for his kindness to the
two excommunicated females, and
| got a proper reply, viz: ‘If you for-
give not the sins of your neighbor
| Goa will not forgive your sios
| against Him. Go home and read
| your Bible and imitate the Samari-
tan who provided for the wounded
|strangey in the sireet when the Jew-
jsh priest and Levite refused him
|relief’ Thus the humane and pilous
| Dr. Pomeroy lived more than half a
Jcentury a x\him‘ng light, and enlight-
ened those pious and bigoted peo-
—— ple, who wept sore at his depariure,
| hacause they should see his face no
| more." ’

Falling Blind

In another piace Peters speaks ol
Dr. Pomeroy as falling blind some
|| years before his death, yet doing the
duties of his parish every Sunday
| till he died, 88 years old.

He continues: “Since the New
Lights and independence have pre-
| vailed we find a new sect has ar-
rived and built an house of prayer,
for all people, an Intendent of the
| Greeke order, called the Methodists,
| under the system of the Venerable
~land learned John Wesley to preach
the gospel in all the world without
any Royal or papal limitation. The
society is very respectable and have
for their minister the Honorablel

| A, M., minister of Saleme in Massa-|
! chusetts, eminent for his talents,

|Plague of New England.

| 400 houses and formerly 4,500 souls,

(territory have deprived it of many

| ron, who have done ' nour to them-

| man Nature and Socic N G -

 gettlement in 1705 ~nd no complaint

learning, and piety, but rendered im-
mortal by his Patience, Faith, and
Sufferings in 1692 by the Witch-

Hebron now has six congregations,
six churches, six ministers of the
gospel, and many schools and about

but the emigrations to the Weslern

young men and women. The first
settlers have gone off the stage of
life. The second class are buried
with the fitst, and many of the third
¢lass have joined, <their predeces
sors in the grave. The remainder
with the fourth generation and the

fitth enjoy the labours of their An-

cestors, and attend to their exam-
ples and Doetrines. They glory in
their descent from Puritans charm-
ed with the love of God and his|
Holy laws in a wilderness of sav-
dge men and beasts more than with
the Pomp and Pride of Brittain
where Persecution was Religion and
shame its glory. }

Hebrone has distinguished itself

| by encouraging Literature and ue

town in the state has educated so
many sons in Universities as Heb-

selves and the Public and not one of
them has produced sham+s @ =n-
ciety . . . . To the honw —u-

membered that-not on « orce has
ever happened in F .cone since its

of impurity ar o .gst the old and
young.
Houses of Prayer
The houses of Prayer are six and
decent buildings of wood. The lar-|
gest is in Hebron where the first

"House of Prayer was erected but

burnt by a foolish man who Wwas

"hired for the purpose, as the fool

said, but his saying was not believed

‘and therefore he was whipped fif-
| teen stripes at the Whipping post.

The houses in Hebrone are built

| with  wood excepting two, one of
| brick by the Honourable John Sam-

uel Peters, and the other brick house
wag built by . ... both in an elegant

| style, and other houses arel conven-

jent and handsome, many coloured

| white, and plastered within, and two

stories high.
In .thé southeast part of Hebron

| parish stands an obelisk, said to

be above 200 feet tall. Its bolttom
covers half an acre, composed

- | chiefly of stones and rocks with

many small caverns proper for

paniel Burroughs, Bsq., and a valu-
able member of Congress. This
gentleman is said to be a descend-
ant of the Rev, George Burroughs,

snakes to harbour in, running up-
wz?.rds like one of the small pyra-
mids in Egypt almost to a point




| Irom the Greek word, meaning a
| Isaac, Abraham and Jacob lie en-
cof the Jews, Christians, and Moham-

| God’s peculiar people and join in

‘umel Shipman, and Jacob Root, justly

|ot' age, was the first deacone, and

of the Mohegans, who sold the terri-
tory of the General Assembly, who

| divided it into townships and coun-

ties. A number of Puritang pur-
c¢hased the township of Hebrone. !
Some of them had fled from pre-
lalical persecution in England to en-
joy National Liberty in a wild and
savage country. These Puritans
were composed of good farmers,
very zealous, intellizent and pious.
Therefore, being in a ifellowship,
they took the name for their, town

fellowship (i. e, Hebrone) where
tombed in Asia, the three patriarchs
means, that they might be like
building an House of Prayer for all|
people . . . .. The first three settlers |

in Hebron were Stephen Post, Sam-

called the three patriarchs of He-
brone. Mr. Post Hived till 100 years

his sons and grandsons have been
his succesgors in office to the pres-

|ent aay. He was an Israelite in-

deed, in whom there was no guile|
Mr. Shipman was Sober and Pious,
and died 60 years of age, and left one
son, a famons physiciane. Mr. Root
was a good man and died at the age
of 70 years, and left many sons, the
eldest named William, whose grand-
son, Erastus Root, is now a shining
character, a good orator, a General,

a member of Congress and of the
General Assembly of New York.”

Speaking of the next ten settlers,
as he recalls the names, William
Sweetland, Nathaniel Phelps, Josiah
Owens, Nathaniel Palmer, Edward
Savage, Daniel Tillotsone, Joseph
Skinner, Joseph Horsford, Eleazer
Stirong, Joseph Young, and the many
jothers who soon followed, he says:
“They lived in log houses till 1713,
whene they got saw mills and built
an House of Prayer, a school
“house, and settled a minister named |
John Bliss, whose Pieiy, Science,|
and BExcellent Example continued a

lessing to the inhabitants till 1735,
when he asked -a dismission and the
lAssociation gave it."

Of the Rev. Benjamin Fomeroy,
who succeeded Mr, Bligs as pastor
' of the Puritans or Congregational-
|Ists, he says: “He was a good
scholar, a good orator, and a cele-
brated preacher of the gospel, a
‘moral and very pious gentleman."”
He continues:
| “About this time Harmony much
declined which had lived in the town
‘rom 1705 concerning the new House
of Prayer, and formed two parties,
‘the North and South parties.”

Much Zeal
In 1740 Mr. Whitefield appeared
with much zeal and by his elocution,
~and pointed doctrines divided into
‘wo parties more than they were be-
fore. The whole state was affect-
‘ed by the success of Mr. White-
feld. Mr. Pomeroy supported and
| sthers opposed him, so formed two
' religious parties, called Old Lights,
and New Lights. Religious. parties
| soon Ikindled a religious warn The;{
0ld Lights had the civil power on
their side, and not by reason. The
Assembly assumed royal power and
astablished orthodoxy, then seized
the heterodox minister, and fisted
some, silenced some, and banished
some to Long Island, but tried in
vain to cure the divisions of He-
brone by dividing it into four paz-
ishes and dismissing all heterodox
magistrates . . . Most of the North
Party with Mr. Bliss declared for
the Episcopal Church of England
and created a church and named it
| St. Peter's under the care of Mr.
Seabury of New London. They fix-
ed it on a piece of land named
Meachpelal, south end of a plane in
the center of the town called Mam-
re.” .
The guaint historian recounts the
unfortunate loss by shipwreck or
small pox, of four candidates, sent
to. England for ordination by St.
| Peter’s Church, and of himself he
osays: “But in 1760 Samuel Peters, '
A. M., became rector of St. Peter's
Church in Hebrone, and left it in
1774 to avoid the Windham mobs
raised in favor of the destruction of
teas in Boslon.”
Of the Rev. Samuel Lockwood,
(A, M., settled over the northeast
parish of Hebron (now Andover)
| he says: “A very staunch Calvinist,
| a scientific scholar, and highly es-
. teemed by his parishioners. He died
60 miles from home fifty years after
his ordination. His parishioners
brought his corpse home and buried
‘it under his pulpit. He was Cm% of
[the trustees of Yale College, . | had
| the degree of D. D.”
0f the early setilers he ﬁ.‘?s:
| “Thoge Puritan cultivators of land
| were not ignorant of the Bible nor
of history nor of the arts and
sciences . . . . . They established
schools whilst in their logz houses,
and Mr., Curtice and Mr. Rowley were
“able masters to teach their sons and
daughters writing, reading, and ey-
I phering, as well as showing them
the beauty of Morality and the bene-
fits of religion, and the Minister of
Parishes, like St. Paul, went from
houge to house and instructed the
parents, children, and servants in
|their respective duiies one to the




THE REV. SAMUEL PE’I‘ERS’ HEBRON HISTORY, Concluded
By Susan B. Pendleton, assisted by Anne C. Gilbert

Perhaps this c¢hapter should begin
Wxth an apology to the Rev. Samuel
Pelers, the writers having, in the

| previons chapter, cast considerable
I doult on his story of the unjust deal-
lings of the colonists in wrestling
;‘ lands from the Indians. DeForest, in
| his History of the Indians of Connec-
| tieut, gives facts sufficiently like
i those stated by Peters, which show
| that the General Assembly of Con-
Inectlcur. did conspire  against the
Lrightful heir to the Mohegan sachem-
ghip, favoring an illegitimate pre

Ctender who could he more easily |

[handled by the colonists. Dut
| Pelers gaols this story badly garbled
48 Lo names, places, time, and other
details. And it eould nol have had any
counection with the Ilebron lands,
iwhich had already been setlled be-
fore the ahove piece of douhle deal-
ing took place. But it serves to show
thal there is a vein of truth running
ithrough his fantastic stories.

| In his Hehron history Pelers tells
‘of the town militia as having been
(kept up since 1705, “The first hand
included every male above 16 years
(old, an Nathaniel Phelps was chosen
the first eaptain and the Governor
gave him his commission. As the in-
‘habitants multiplied, so the bands in-
| creaged. 60 privates hecame a stand-
jard for a band of a military com-
pany, but commonly each band con-
‘tained more than 100 men from the
(age of 16 to 45. There are in all the

Parishes of Hebron five hands of fine |

‘young men who make an excellent
regiment and have their field offi-
(eers appointed by the CGeneral As-
sembly and commissioned by the
| Governor.

——

Many Officers.

“The Revolutionary War gave He-
bron heroes, ‘'many officers ol every
rank, from an Ensign to a General,
who glory and take pride in their .
ibravery, and they sit among the el-
ders, whilgt the people praise them." |

One can but notice the softened |
tone in which the aged historian re-
fers to the heroes of the Revolution,
and can only conjecture that some
subtle change has taken place in
his mental attitude since the days
‘when he fled this country, so ardent
‘a4 Britisher. Or perhaps he is trying
‘o eurry favor with his old friends
and former neighbors of Hehron,

He lists 19 Hebon men, educated in
‘Llﬁe Universities, who were “minis-
ters of the gospel.” They are “Rev,
Aaron Hall, Rev. Aaron Kellogg, Rev.
Cyrus Mann, Rev. Absolam Peters,
‘Rev. Bamuel Andrew Peters, Rev.
Benjamin Phelps, Rev. David Porler,

D. D., Rev. John Sawver, Rev. Jacob
Sherwin, Rav. Clement Sumner, Rev.

Mo-ee, 18, 935,

iOliver Noble, A. M., Rev. Davenport
Phelps, Rev. Israel Haughton, Rev,
‘William Sumner, Rev. Benjamin
!Trumbull, D. D.” .
“Graduates of Hebron's sons who
,served in the Civil, Legal and Physi-

‘l cal line as follows: Peler Sweet-

.land, A. M., Teacher of languages,
| col. Alexander Phelps, A. M., Judge
and Barrister, Ralph Pomeroy, A.
M., John Gillett, A. M., Josiah Cass,
| A, M., -Col. Samuel Gilbert, A. M.,
[Judge of County, Col. John Peters,
A, M., Neziah Bligs, A. M. ot M. D.,
| Justice of Peace, David Sulton, A.
| M. et M. D, Josiah Pomeroy, A. M.
el Captain, Hon, Daniel Buck, L. L.
D. et Congress, Hon, Edmund Welles,

A. M. el Justize of Peace, Aaron Buel

A, M. et Major, 1ion. Sylvester Gil-

hert, A. M., Judge et Congress, Wil-
liom DBriant Hall, A, M. General,
Niathaniel Mann, A. M. et M. D., Sam-
[ual Palmer Moray, A. M., Hon. Ab-
solam Peters, A, M., Judge & Gener-
al, Elijah Leonard Lathrop, A. M. et
Barrigter, William Birdsey Peters, A.
| M.,- Barrister, Hon. Erastus Rtoot, A.

M.; General et Congress, Hon. John

Thempson Peters, A. M., Judge
lourt, Benjamin Trumbull A. M.,
| Barrister, John ugh Peters, A. M.,
 Thomas Sawyer, A. M. Benjamin
Sawyer, A. M. Moulton Morey, A.
(M., Benjamin Sumner, Barrister.

“There are others I do not recol-
[lect, but these 52 students in Univer-
sities from a town of farmers proves
[ the industry of the planters and their
love ol the Arts and Sciences, The
present inhabitants are progressing
in the same method of their fathers,
and it is hoped they will continue
the same practize till time is at an
end.”

Mechanical S:ziences

In speaking of the progress of the
mechanical sciences and of agricul-
ture in the town, he says:

“The mechanics of various sorts
are not wanting to any Parish, and
the farmers are inecreasing in the
knowledge of Agrienlture; the first,
#econd and third generation were
content with cultivating the hills and
‘vallies and the present generation
have found the swamps and muddy
|meadows when drained form the best
land and yield the most profit. Capt.
William Buel, Col. Peters, Capt.
Ichabhod Phelps, Capt. Adam Waters
. and Deacon Joel—have showed the
inhabitants worthy of general atten-
tion by draining the meadows, plough
ing their land much deeper than was

i done in times past, and Capt. David -

Tarbox by draining a pond at the
| south-east corner of Hebron several
| teet lower than it was formerly has

Aaron Hutchinson, A. M., Rev. Ehen-
‘ezer Kneeland, Rev. Joel Mann, Rev,




~ . |
therelore the people call it the su-|
| gar loaf rock. Round about it is a
barren plane of some acres of no|
use and apparently has been burnt|
by seme subterranean fire or cast up
¥ some voleano, No present per-
gon attempts to elimbh up to the top
of k. ]

Hu:o the aged historian seems to
be going back to childhood impres-
(gio: The boulder or granite
{shatc, apparently the one he refers
to, alluded to in a previous chapter
as “Pioneer's Rock,"” is not mueh
over twenty feet high. It is a gla-
cial deposit and is surrounded by
smaller stones and rocks, the unsual
glacial drift.

Other extracts from this unigue
history will have to be continued in
lanother chapter, J
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‘academy established in Hebron for
' Greek and Latin and fitting them for |

' many years; the grand master was

 gained much land and water for a

grist mill during summer and win-
ter and formed a reservoir for water
for fish to come in from the pond in
great plenty, out of which they ecan-
not escape when the gate is shut
near the pond; and by opening an-
other gate pear the mill the water
leaves the fish naked and exposed to
the captors. . .. .

“mimber and fire wood is hecoming
gearce and dear; the farniers are
wise enough to plant acorns, wa.lnutg |
and chestnuts, maple, ash and beach
nuts, ete. for the gupply of the in-
habitants in future.” ‘

Here follows a story telling of the
educational glories of Hebron which
seems rather breath taking, and of
which there seems to be no local
tradition. How much truth there is

“About the vear 17“ there was an
educating young men in Ilebrew,
the Universities which was kept up

Peler Sweetland A. M., whose great-
est excellency consisted in the per
fect knowledge of the Oriental Lan-
suages. He had Lwo ushers and many
students. Amongst them was Abimi-
lech, son and heir of the King of the |
Mohegians who was an accurate se¢hol
ar, & sober and pious Christlan and

became King of Mohegan and reign:

ed many years over his tribe, who

pacame Christian, built a meeting
house, good—houses fenced and cul-
rivated their lands and settled the
Rev. Samuel Occum minister of Mo-
hegan, a native of Long Island and
gson of a King of that tribe, who was
a sober, plous and eloquent preacher
of the Gospel the King and minis-
ter of Mohegan were pupils of Mr.

Sweatland In the Academy of Heb-
ron under the inspection of the Mev.
Benjamin Pomeroy, D. D."

Royal Line.

Some discrepancies might be point-
ed out here. Abimilech was never
made king, though of the royal line;
and Occum (whose first name was
Jampson, not Samuel) was born at
Mohegan, not Long Island. His rec-
ord as a preacher is well known. De-
Forest states that Occum lived for
one year (about 1747) at the home
of the Rév. Benjamin Pomeroy in
Hebron, having been with the Rev.
Mr. Wheelock, Lebanon Crank, now
Columbia, the three years previous.
DeForest statés that during the four
years when Occum was with Mr.
Wheelock and Mr. Pomeroy he lsarn-
ed to speak and write English with
|facility, studied both Latin and

in the account can only be conjectur-
- ed. !

| Greek, and even paid some attention

| to the acquisition of Hebrew.. So per-

 haps there was a language school

at Hebron, with Ahimilech and Samp
son Occum studying Greek, Latin and
| Hebrew with the other boys who
were mepanng for college .
Peters goes on to say a good many
things expressing hid interest in and
sympathy for {he Indians. He says:
“The writer of these remarks has
lived many years amongsl the Iu-

nahils, and tesiifies in their favor,
i that they are the most liberal, hu-
mane, honest, chaste, moral people

he ever met with in Europe and Am-

| erica and would trust his life and

property in their power with full
confidence of mercy, justice and-

| safety as if in the power of any

Christion, Mohammedan or Jewish
nation, and he sorrows much for

, their hard situation and want of

knowledge of agriculture and the
mechanics prevalent amongst Chris-
tians and other civilized nations.”
In speaking of the Revolutionary
war he says: “The Revolutionary war
of 1776 gave many military offizers
to the sons of Hebron, viz, Jacob
Gard, Col., Obadiah Horsford, (Col.,
Orlando Mack, Col, Amos Phelps,
Col. Joel Jones, Col., Elijah Buel

Col., Btalworthy Waters' Maj., Tim-
othy Buell, Maj, Aaron Buell, Maj.,
Abijah Rowley, Maj., Josiah Pome-
roy, Capt., Daniel Buck, Capl., Ab-
solam Peters, Gen., . ... Mack, Gen,,
William B. Hall, Gen., Erastus Raoot,
Gen. Their survivors (he says) ex

lult in their heroic virlues and yearly

dians and knows their disposition and |

celebrate their love of country and
the wisdom of George Washington.'
Valuable Swamps |
“In different parts of the town ave
many valuable swamps which lhave |
been drained and yield large crops
of low and meadow grass, herds
grass, red clover grass, and other
grags, also hemp, flax and cahbage,
but one ecranberry meadow cantot
easily be drained ye( it is useful to |
the inhabitants by supplying them |
with excellent cranberries. I
“The parish of Gilead is a high hill
on which Mr. Wilcocks built his |
house and resides. Where is a fine |
landscape to see most of the town-
ship. It is used for the plough, the |
seythe and grazing of cattle. Many
small bridges of wood and stone of
considerable expense over bhrooks or
rivers. Six saw mills and seven grist
mills. The best is owned by Capt.
D. Tarbox which runs summer and
winter and never wants water like

| the others in dry season. Near He-

hron meeting house is a wate:tal]

o ns




— | very moisy 1 tne ume or o008 hy |
uasterllng down some hundred teat,

— —~  which is worthy of the engraver's ——

pencil. Herve stands the grist mill of

 Daniel Coggswell. This natural eur-

Iloxsity and the sugar loaf rock are ob-

= jects mueh noticed by the inhahit-

lants and travellers. In the center of

‘the village stands a large church

without steeple and bell on the same

ispot where the first house of pray-

er [or all people stood till it was

Iburnt by a roolish man. Surrounded

(by 20 or @80 handsome dwelling

~| houses occupied by merchants, doc-

tors, Post Master Abner FHendee,

Esq., Hotel and Tavern kezpers,
which make a decent appearance.

“Here every Parish meet in Town

Meetings to choose selectmen and

other town officers and two mem- |
bers for Represeuntatives in the Gen- |

eral Assembly, 12 genators, Vice-Gov- i

Lernor-and Gaverner, also a Seecrotary |

and a Treasurer for the State which |

- 118 done by ballots delivered in a box |

held by the high coustable before the

— Moderator, the Magistrates, and Min- |

jgters of the CGospel, who wrap up

3 aud geal Lthe hallot,s and then direct 1t

to the Secret'u,\, of State, and then
leconvey it before the Senators and
Representatives of the Genersl As-
' sembly who count the ballots and the
high Sheriff proclaims who are elee-
"ted. All this business in one day be-
|sides having prayers and a sarmon.
60 Years Ago.

| “One remarkable event took place
m Hehron about 60 years ago, which
is worthy of the public eye, viz, two
prothers named Noah and Charles,
both merchants of good fame and
property. Noah had four sons whom
the father gettled on good farms and
by his deeds made them rich. After
. years had passed the father was afl-
flicted by a cancer, and my misfor-
77777 fune at spex and commerce on land -

became a hankrupt and khis creditors
i toek lis property whieh left him des-1

gitute. His age, cancer, and poverty

{compelled him to ask his four sons

| tor assistance and (hey refusad. He

— i then applied to the selocimen who

supplied him with doctors and all

— nécessaries until the canecr pnt an’

end to his life, and then huried him.

1 After all they asked the four sons
to reimburse the e p::mﬂ.

Theen at by supporting the
aged futher, which they refuse
ing, ‘The iaw compels pm_ul:«x Lo~
support their children and deth not
compel ehildren Lo support their par-
ents,” and the town bore the expense,
Charles had one son and one daugh-
ter, and became a bankrupt like
Noaly, his brother, and was so reduc-
ed that he could not support his
wife, his son, daughter, and himsell.

He had a velation who took care of
his son and placed him with a wisa
physician at & distance, where he
pecame famons in his profession and
the selectmen provided for the fath-
| er, wife and daunghter. The son he-
| came rich, and knowing the situation -
of his parents and sister, came to the
—{ selectmen and desired them to let
him know what expenge his parents
+and sistey had been to them, and he- - —
‘ ing told, he paid it with interest, thez
{ visited his parents and bought'a farm -
and liouse and stocked it and fur-
nished the houge and put 4 man sey-
vant (o take care of all; then gave
|a deed to his parents and sister of
the whole in fee simple, dlso sent
them money and presents every quar
ter and often visited them until God
-emoved them te Heaven. The se-
legtmen reported the neble conduct
of the son of Charles to the people ~
| in the Town Meeting, and the town
voted their public thanks to the son.
Which spread throughout the Col-
pny. The son was elevated to some.
5f the highest pifices in the Govern-
ment and respected hy all people,
| whilst the four sons of Noah had
| their parental gratitude and sglory
| turned into shame, which caused
them to sell their farms and quit
— | the town and colony. 1 omit their
‘nampq that their children’s childven
= ' gy not be se sandsalized, their teeth
! set on edge for the hase ingratitude '
! of their parents to their affectionate
and generons father when sick and
— | needy.

~ Many Settlers.
- “Many settlers in Hebron are des- |-

cendants of respectable families in
| ©ngland who were driven into New'
| England in the 17th century to avoid
i prelatical persecution for the sake '
of nonconformity to the ceremonies
of the Church of England invented
by Henry the eighth, who callod him-
| self the reformer of the Church of
|| Rome, whose character is given by
Dr. Durnett, Bishop of Salishwry, in
. | the following words, viz: ‘He never
| gpared & man in his wrath nor a wo-
A4 man in his lust. I
“Some settlers in Mebron were horn
—|'in England, viz: Stephen Post, Tim-
| nthy Waters Samuel Pennock Joseplh
| Wells, William Slade, Daniel Ing-| —

nam, Laurence Pawers. Others were
| descendants of those who were per-
secuted and driven out of England;
{ viz: Daniel Jones and his Dbrother
| Ezekiel, descendants of ('‘nl. John

Tones alap marvied a sistor of Oliver
Cromwell, a mamber of Parliament,
— ‘ one oi the Judges of Charles ki, wag—————

ranted hy the Lord Protecior to bes

| ho Right Tlonorable Lord Jones and

| but to death by Charles 11, 1660, for ‘

- heing one of the Judges ol Charles |




L. J4ogiah Owen from John Oxwen, |

Chianeelior of Osford, Ricliard Baxtey
from the famous anl learnsd Rich-
{ ard Baxter, Daniel Burgess from the
c¢loquent Dr., Daniel Durgess, Zerah
Raliegh, Joseph Phelps (rom John
Plelps, [Bsq., secretary of Oliver
i €romwell, Lord Proteztor of all Eng-
land.”

Then follows a lengthy and rvather
tedious account of the Peters family,
| which the readers will be spared. He
closas with some mention of English
I nigtory, of which the lagt paragraph
follows:

“Had Charleg 1 professed prudence
and wisdom he had never plunged
his kingdom into the miseries of eivil
war nor harkened to his selfish chap
laing Lo refuse terms which would
have prevented his unhappy catas-
trophe; therefore the Parliament
| adopted Harry Martyr's speech in
1648, ‘That it was better the King
L and his children were destroyed than
many.' By these hints Congress he-
'ng wise and prudent will give safe-
ty to the United States and never
full like Charles I and Phaeton.”

All through the story here given
| the cooling of Peters’ former enthus:
iasm for everything British seems to
| be unmistakably shown. If he had

| 88 who can say but that his life
story might have been entirely dif-
ferent and that he might not have
|| remained in Hebron to the end of the
| days, rector of St. Peters’.

seen with the same eye at 39 as at
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| ingness to allow space for some bits
| of fact and legend about Hebron, it
| delighted me beyond measure, and 1
| only wished that my old friend F.
Ciarence Bissell of blessed memory
‘Were here to help in the task. We
people of Hebron probably owe more
to Mr. Bissell for gathering and pre-
| serving Hebron history than to any
other person, not even excepting
that delightful old historian, the
| Rev. Samuel Peters, who sang
| Hebron's glories in the early days in
such a way that it was hard to tell
| fact from fancy.
- Hebron as a town may, be said to!
have taken its initial start in the
| world when Attawanhood, (whose
| baptismal name was Joshua),
| sachem of the Western Nehantics,
| and third son of Uncas, great
sachem of the Mohegans, made a
| will, February 1675-8, giving to
| twenty-nine Saybrook men and wo-
men a large tract of land, with a
| map drawn by himself, showing its
i location on both sides of the Unguo-
| shot River. This river, which runs
| along the eastern part of Marl-
borough near the Hebron line, is now
cemmonly known as the Blackledge
| river, and a sign placed by the state
gives that name. It seems a pity that
the old Indian name was not used
instead. 1 believe this word is pro-
' nounced as if spelled Ungushet, with
| accent on the second ayllable. It is
& wide and beautiful stream.
| Christian Convert

Attawanhood left part of this land
| to his children, and wished them to
| be taught and trained after the man-
| ner of the white people. The home

of this old sachem was in what is
! now Lyme, near the Eight Mile
! Island. He became a convert to
Christianity and was given the name
of Joshua at baptism. His will, which
. may be found entire in the State
Library, is an interesting document,
| but too long to be quoted here in
full, By ifs terms he gives to his two
| @ons, in addition to other tracts,
“forty acres of land already broke
| up at Podunk, and zlso a plot of land
about half a mile square lying in the
last addition to Hartford hounds,
and in case either die, then to my
iwo squaws or the survivor of them.
Further, my will is that my children
be brought up for the first four
years, henceforward, with Trusty
and their mother to teach them Eng-
lish, and that they should live at or
near Saybrooke.” He provides for
bis daughter, and gives further di-
rection as to the schooling of the
| three, adding “Also it is my desire
that they come not among the Con-
necticut Indians.”
Trusty was his slave, also an In-
| ¢dian. He says of him “Also I desire
| Trusty may not go to the Narra-
gansetts. I have chosen him to have
the oversight of my children, as

| aforesaid. Also I desire to be buried
at Saybrooke, in a coffin, in an Eng-
lish manner.”

" e -
l The Strange Sign =~
- The will is signed and sealed at
' Fattapoque, Feb. 27, 1675-6. Atta-
wanhood (or Joshua, if we must use
| b1s less romantic English name),
| signed his will by making his mark,
| 2 picture which may represent a
walking turtle. Albert C. Bates of
| the Hartford Histerical Society, be-
lieves that it is supposed to repre-
| sent “some small animal” Unecas,
father of Attawanhood (or Joshua)
who is one of the witnesses of the
will, also sizns by making his
characteristic picture mark. Accord-
ing to Mr. Bates this mark is Bup-
posed to represent a turtle swim-
wing. It is roughly heart shape, with
2 wing or appendage ut both sides
and a crude head which might he
that of a turtle, at the top. Trusty,
the slave, slso makes his mark, &
| capital (T). Joshua's brother Owa-
| neco, though his name does not ap-
pear on this partienlar document,
| signed other papers of the time by
dashing off in a few sketchy marks
& very realistic looking turkey, One
of the papers at the town -clerk's
office in Hebron shows this signa-
ture.
Attawanhood died the year after
making his will. His father, Uncas,
| survived him and died in 1682 or 3.
Owaneco, another son of Tncas, then
Lecame sachem.
Joshua a Wanderer
It is said of him that in his latter
years he was in the habit of wander-
ing about the settlements, a mere
vagabond, with his blanket, his gun,
his squaw, and his pack upon his
© back. He died in 1715, at the age of
‘70 or thereabout. The sachemship
by that time had become not much
m.ore than a name, but it descended
to Owaneco's son, Caesar. by right
of inheritance. On his death it went
tr Owaneco's brother, Ben Uncas,
and down to the latter's son and
grandson, hoth of whom hbore the
name of Ben Uncas. The last Ben
Uncas died in 1769 and with him
euded the sachemship. - '
_ The Will of Joshua
Joshua says in his will: I give
and bequeath all that tract of land
lying on Poth sides o1 Unguoshet
River abutting westward to the
mountains in sight of Hartford and
Hartford bounds north to Major Tal-
cott’s farm. Northeast to Watta-
choquisk upon the east side, bound-
ed eight miles in bredth from the
. wountains, eastwards, and to carry
that bredth throughout the length
being eighteen miles and according
to & map drawn and subscribed with
my own hand bearing date, with
these presents, to Capt. Rob Chap-
man, Lieut. Will'm Pratt and Mr,
| Thos, Buckingham, to each and
every one of them five thousand
acors; To Willm Parker Senr. Willm
Lord Senr, Robert Lay Senr, Abra-
ham Post, Samll Jones, Tho (John
in original) Clark, The Dunk, Ric
Fiy and John Fenner To each and
cvery of them four thousand acors.
' To Francis Bushnell Senr, Edward




hipman Senr, and Mr. John West-
311, to every and each of them three

‘housand acors, To John Pratt, John
Chapman, Jobn Parker, Willm Lord
Junr, Samll Coggswell, Lydia Bea-
?mont, John Tully, Richerd Raymond
'Senr, Abraham Chalker, Willm
Bushnell Senr, and to Joseph In-
gham Senr, to each and Every of
| them two thousand acors. To John
| Bushnell and Tho Norton to each of
them five hundred acors. And it is
| my will what guantities of land shall
| be found more or over and ahove the
| several quantities given and be-
| queathed as aforesaid shall be di-
vided proportionably aceording to
| each man’s legacy.”

! Whites Wrote the Will

Other large tracts of land are dis-
posed of in this will, but the above
acreage includes all the Hebron
grant. One can but wonder what in-
| fluence or pressure was brought to
| bear upon Joshua to induce him to
sign away such large and valuable
tracts of land, and just why he hap-
pened to select these particular lega-~
\tees to benefit by his will. Many fair
words and pretty presents doubtless
figured in the transaction. Of course
the whites wrote every word of the
will to which he signed his picture
mark.

The land through the Unguoshot
 River flows was formerly a part of
Hebron, having bheen taken from
that town in 1803 to make pari of
Marlborough. The word Unguoshot,
according to Trumbull, the Indian
authority, “denotes land at the bend
|| or crotch of the brook where Black-
| ledge bends eastward to its union
| with Fawn River.” According to the
|| same authority the Indian name
‘ Wattachoquisk" signified “a boggy
raeadow.” This tract, referred to in
the will, was in part of the old town
of Coventry.

‘Though Joshua seemed to think
that he was giving away so much
lond that there would be enough left
over to go around the second time
“proportionably,” as a matter of
fact there was not enough to give
each legatee the amount mentioned
in the will,

Home Lots Laid Ouf

It was not until 1701, ftwenty-six
years or so after the making of the
|| will that tkis land was finally laid
/| eut into home lots, meadow lots, and
bundred acre lots, and taken up by
the legatees or their descendants, or
gold to others who wished to fry
their fortune in the new country.

Trouble now arose over the land
regerved for Joshua’s children. Two
claimants, Josiah Dewey and Wil-
liam Clarke of Lebanon came to the
front at this stage, and claimed that
tkey had bought out the children’s
nights. As Joshua's will was woefully
|| inexact, there being insufficient land
|| to fulfill the terms of the will in any
case, and the children's land and
settlers land in many cases overlap-
|| ping, the Dewey-Clarke claim mixed

ed great confusion. i
An agreement was finally arrived
at between the Dewey-Clarke fac-
tion and a committee appointed to
represent the interests of the Hebron
lands, as recorded in the Hebron
beoks (Lands A, pages 8-9).
Committee Report
“Whereas Joshua, late Sachem
dec’d did in his last will give some
gentlemen belonging tv Say-Brooke
and Lyme and to his children a cer-
tain tract of land as will appear by
sd Joshua's will and mapp. And ye'm
nound, viz, And ye dividing between
ye legatees of Say-Brooke and Lyme
and ye lands Dbelonging to sd
Joghua's children not before now
settled. Know ye that we, John
Clark, Nathll Pratt and Thos Buck-
ingham as a committee for ye lega-
tees of sd Joshua belonging to Say-
Brooke and Lyme and we Josiah
Dewey and William Clarke of Leba-
non having hought some part of ye

 things up worse than ever and caus-

| ed children’s land. Being meet to-

gether upon the 19th of November
1701.- In cedr to a loveing and full
settlement of ye line hetween Say-
Brooke land and sd Dewey's and

| Clarke’s lands, have agreed yt to be-

gin at a Pond called North Pond.
Weh Pond hath an island in it. To
run & line from ye Hastermost part
of sd island to a whight oak tree
standing by Hartford old road, and

on ye east side with these letters J.
D. W. C. L. and ye West with these

| letters 8. B., B, and on ye South

with three chopps. And this to be
ye dividing line between ye above
Say-Brooke gentlemens’ lands and
Jeosiah Dewey and William Clarke's
lands. In witness whereunto we have

|| sett to our hands and seals this 20th

day of Nov 1701. Signed and sealed
in the presence of us Samll B.
Wheeling, Josiah Dewey Junr.,
Josiah Dewey Seanr., William
Clarke, John Clarke, Tho Bucking-
hame.” :
Settlement Fails

This noble effort towards a “love-
ing and full settlement” failed
lamentahbly in its purpose of prevent-
g trouble over conflicting Iland

| claims, and for many years Dewey
| and Clarke continued to pop up and

demand payments from irate set-
tlers whose land titles were not con-

| sidered valid until they had secured

quit claim deed from this enterpris-
ing pair.

Another conflicting claim was
that of the heirs of Major John
Mason, They claimed 2,600 acres in
the northeast of the Hebron traect,
4000 in the southern part, and 700

|| in what is now Marlborough, which
/| had heen deeded to Major Mason by

Uncas. All these claims, and the liti-
gation which arose out of them,
geriously hampered the growth of
the Hebron plantation,
Colonial Patent
The Colonial Patent is of interest.

This was issued to the persons nam-

so to ye extent wch tree is marked

wiad




s Aﬂughtmm*ysm@--
~ print, occurred in the previous chap-

ter of Hebron history, in the guota-
tion of the record of ths Rev,
Samuel Peters' second marriage.
The record refers to the bride as
“Mrs.” Abigail Gilbert, though she
was only seventeeen years old at the
time and had never before been
married. As printed in the Herald
story the word came out “Miss” in-
stead of “Mrs.” and thus the point
was lost as an example of quaint
wording.

This custom (occasionally met
with in old records) of referring toa
gingle woman as ‘“‘Mrs.” is some-
times confusing to genealogists. The
term seems to be used upon occa-
sion in reference to a woman's
social standing, or possibly if she
is somewhat along in years, say
twenty-eight or thirty and unmar-
ried. A small peint, but rather in-
teresting.

But to go on with the story of
Samuel Peters. We leit him in our
last chapter a broken hearted man,
having laid his third wife in her
grave, and with an infant son to be
brought up somehow or other with-
out 2 mother's care. And he was
fighting with all his might against
the rising tide of the approaching
Revolutionary War. It may be that
in his distracted condition he wel-
comed a good fight, if for nothing
more than to take his mind a little
off from his personal griefs and

cares. :
A loyalist

It is not surprising, nurtured as
he was in the Church of England,
and having received his ordination
and part of his religious training in
the Mother Country, that he should
have been imbued with an intense
loyalty to her government. His
temperament, foo, was as we have
seen, such that an aristocratic form
of government had for him an ir-
resistible appeal. Moreover, he had
sworn allegiance to the King when
taking upon himself the sacred vows
of his calling.

Not all church of England colon-
ists were Tories, however, by any
means, The great Washington him-
self was an Episcopalian, as were
the great majority of signers of the
Declaration of Independence.

Peter's stand en the Boston tea
episode, his sermons to his flock
forbidding them fo “take up arms
on bhehalf of high ftreason” when
other Colonial clergy were urging
their people to fight for the glorious
cause of Liberty, his friendship to
the British in Boston, rousing feel-
ing to a fever heat, and the patriots
decided that they could no longer
tolerate such a foe in their midst.
Accordingly a committee, congisting
of Timothy Larrabee, Hezekiah
Huntington, Vine Elderkin, Eben-
ezer Gray and John Ripley of Wind-
ham, (what fine, resounding old
names!) together with Captain Seth
Wright, Captain Asel Clark and
others, from towns, was appointed
by the Sons of Liberty in their

respective towns to visit and deal
with this obdurate Tory:

This s the way the story is

: mamataryaﬂ‘hnm County,

lished in 1888, by Cole.
Parsonage An Arsenal
“On Tuesday, September 6, 1774,
they proceeded to his house, accom-
panied by hundreds of patriots from
ms.ny of the surrounding towms.
found the house barricaded,
but they sent in a deputation of
their principal men to make known
tc Mr. Peters their determination to
obtain retraction and satisfaction
for his late conduct. Mr. Peters at-
tempted to argue with them, but
they would not dispute with him, as-
suring him that it was not for his
religious sentiments that they want-
ed satisfaction, as some of those
in their midst belonged to the same
denomination. Assuming his priest-
1y robes, Peters now came out to the
people with all his official dignity,
‘and with his usual address proceed-
ed to plead hic cause till a discharge
of & gun within the house startled
the hearers. The indignant patriots
now tore down the barricades and
rushed into the house. They began
a search of the premises and found
‘loaded guns, pistols, clubs, etc.,
though Peters had denied having
arms in his house except a few old
and unloaded guns. He delayed,
equivocated and quibbled, but the
angry crowd seized the struggling
divine and tearing off his clothes
and Episcopal gown, put him in a
cart; hauling him by his own oxen
to the Meeting-house Green, where
they compelled him to sign a de-
claration and humble confession,
framed by the committee, to the
intent that he repented his past and
would give them no further. cause
for complaint. The crowd then
gave three cheers and departed.”
Samuel Jarvis McCormick, a des-
cendant of Peters, gives a somewhat
different version in an appendix to a
reprint of Peters' History of Con-
necticut, which he brought out in
1877. This account is based upon a
sketch found among Dr. Pefers'
papers, McCormick says. The claim
is made that Govermor Trumbull
“spread the report that Dr. Peters
was a dangerous enemy to America,
by his correspondence with Lord
North and the Bishops of England,
and ought to be driven out of his
native country for the safety of it.”
That it was Governor Trumbull who
began and effected this by his Wind-
ham mobs, and mobs of tea destroy-
ers of Boston. ‘“This statement
Governor Trumbull spread by his
letters to the ministers in Windham,
and added that it could be proved
by copies of letters in the Doctor’s
house, if sought for suddenly. This
letter was read at the meeting on

Sunday, the 14th of August, 1774,

which ¢2used a Ia.rge number of the
hearers to unite in the afterncon
and ride to Hebron, dnd after mid-
night to surround the house of Dr.
Peters, awakening him and his
family in great surprise. Dr. Peters
opened the window and enquired |
what was the occasion of such a
| multitude assembling. The answer

was ‘To search your house. Open
| .vour doors.” ‘

I




ed in Joshua's will through “The
Governor and Company assembled in
General Court according to the com-
mission and by virtue of power
granted to them by our late sov-
craigne Charles the Second of bless-
ed memory in his latters pattent
bearing date the three and twen-
treth day of April in the tower-
teenth year of his sd maties (Majes-

|| t3's) reigne.” The patent covered

“all ye woods, uplands, arrable lands,

| meadows, pastures, ponds, waters,

rivers, fishings, huntings, foulings, |

|| mines, minerals, quaries, precious

gtones, upon or watbin sd tracts of |

| lands with all oiher proffits, comodi-

ties thereunto belonging.” The title
was described as “according to the
tenure of his Maties manor of East

| Greenwich in the County of Kent in

the Kingdom of England in free and
cuommon socage & not in capitte nor
by knight service they yielding and
paying therfor to our Soveraigne
Lord the King his heirs & successors
only ye fifth part of all ye oare of
gold and silver which from time to
time and at all times hereafter shall

|| be there gotten had or obtained in

lien of all rents, services, duties, &
demands whatsoever, according to
ckarter.” Dated June 8, 1687,
The Indian Trails
There are traditions of an ancient

| Indian trail from Middletown

through Middle Haddam and West-
chester, crossing Hebron at the old
Colchester road near the site of the
old Brick School house, recalled by
some of the older people. The trail
continued on through Lebanon and
beyond. A quarter of a mile or so to
the southward of the school house
site is a huge red paint hill which
was doubtless visited by passing In-
dians who wished to replenish their
supplies of paint for use when on the
war path. There is also a tradition
that the first white man who ever
set foot in Hebron, slept at night un-

| cer the =helter of the great granite

ghaft left by glacial deposit on the
top of Raymond Hill, known as
‘ pioneei’s Rock.”
' Other Landmarks
Another land mark, not easily

‘| found, is a rock bearing the deeply

graven letter “L”, This ruck is deep
in the shade of a wooded hillside in
the Amston section of the town. It

.| is about opposite to the place form-

erly owned by Miss Elizabeth Gott,

.| npw owned by Mrs. Gerdine Freese.

The "L” stands for Lebanon, and the
rock, some 230 years ago marked the
southwest corner of the Lebanon five
mile tract. October 12, 1705, two
county surveyors, John Prentis and
John Plumb, being thereunto em-
powered by the general court, sur-
veyed the eastern and southern sides
of the “Lebanon Five Mile,” and

| established the boundaries thereof

by marked rocks and trees. The
rocks rema‘n, but gone are the vari-
ous ‘“whight oake trees.” One rock

‘|18 in Goshen, and is plainly marked

L. V. M. C. (Lebanon five mile cor-
rer) and the one in Hebron three

zuarters of a mile from North Pond

with the letter L still legible upon it.

n-vrceonRdye ..weljyfin-castaoinn.
Search For Rock

One October day in 1924 a party
of Hebron people, led by the late
Mr. F. Clarence Bissell of Hartford,
started out on a pilgrimage to find
the rock in Hebron (Amston) mark-
ing the southwest corner of the said
Lebanon five mile tract. Mr. Bissell
was the only one of the company
who had ever seen the rock, and that
wany years previously. He led the
party through a barway some rods
south of the old Elizabeth Gott place
above mentioned, on the opposite
side of the road from the louse, then
up the rough hillside and back north-
erly, following a stone wall running
rorth for some distance. The rock
was finally located a little west of
the wall, and well hidden by trees
ard underbrush.

It gave the pilgrims a pleasant
thrill te see the great letter L, carv-
€G S0 many years ago by those
young surveyors on the dark sur-
face of the deeply embedded boulder.
The running over of Lebanon's claim
into Hebron at this point is another
instance of the conflicting claims of
those days, later adjusted.

Some of those who went on the
rpilgrimage were: Hart E, Buell of
Gilead, Edmund H. Horton of He-
bron center, his brother-in-law,
Arthur V. Linde of Hartford, Miss
C. BE. Kellogg, the writer of this

|| article and her sisters. A few weeks

later the same party, with a few
exceptions, located the opposite or
southeast corner rock in Goshen.




To cut a long story short,

—

dressed, opened his doors and ad-
mitted ten men who demanded fo

search his house for the suspected
ineriminating correspondence. They

| searched to their hedrts’ content,

read sll his correspondence with the
Bishops and other people of England
and France, found nothing against
the liberty and rights of America,
and so reported to the multitude.
Finding they had been misinformed
the mob dispersed and retuwrned to
their homes. But this, apparently
;mﬁa not enough for Governor Trum-
ull.

“He therefore (so runs the narra-
tive) sent another mob from Wind-
ham armed with guns, swords and
staves, to visit Peters, and require
his signature to eighteen articles
which he (the Governor) had writ-
ten, and his son David, one of the
commanders of the mob, presented
it to Peters, who read and returned

|it, saying, ‘Sir, I cannot sign it

without violating conscience, the
laws of God, and my oath to my
King.’

David Trumbull replied, My
father told me you might sign it
with safety and it would save you
and your house.'

Dr. Peters replied he would not
‘sign it to save his life and all the
world from destruction.

Dayid Trumbull said, “Then you
must take the consequences.”

Maltreating the Minister

His mob then fired balls into the
house, and with stones, bricks and
clubs, broke the doors, windows and
furniture, wounding his mother,

| the nurse of his infant son, and his

two brothers, and seizing him, tore
off his hat, wig, gown and cassock,
stripping off his shirt, made him
naked (except his breeches, stock-
ings and shoes) struck him with
their staves, and spat in his face,
and then placed him upon a horse
and carried him more than a mile
to their liberty pole, where they
threatened to tar and feather him

| and hang him up by the hands, un-

less he would sign the eighteen

articles.

It would take too much space to
quote the whole story as told by
MecCormick, but in his version the
good clergyman did not s=sign the
eighteen articles. Dr. Pomeroy of
the Puritan or established Congre-
gational fold, was then sent for “to
pray for this stubborn old Tory, be-
fore we send him to his own place,”
but he refused “to give any counten-
ance in murdering the best man in
‘Hebron."

The mob was then despatched to
bring Dr. Pomeroy to the liberty
pole to be dealt with on his own

| demerits, but he discreetly kept out

of the way. “By this time,” the
story goes on, “the mob had drunk
sufficiently and the two command-
ers, David Trumbull and Major
Wright stood near Dr. Peters, The

| Hebron people had now assembled

and were mmd to take Peters
out of the hands of the mob. Three

commander and said, % have
come to kill you or deliver Peters.
Resign him or die!” placing their
pistols at the cominander’s breast.
| "Take him awsay and be silent”,

| the commanders finally said, and

this was done.
The Mob Departs

Major Wright mounted his horse
and cried to the mob, “Silence! We
have done enough to this old Tory
priest for one day, and in four days
we will return and subdue his ob-
stinate temper and finish the day's
work. Masake ready and follow me to
Lebanon.” g

The mob obeyed, and on their way
they saw the wife of John Manee
(this should be Mann) Hsg., at
whom they discharged three musket

| balls, which missed her. The mob

huzzaed and cried out “We are
dam'd sorry.”
The troopers carried Dr. Peters

|into the house of David Barber,

Esq., where they put on his clothes
and conducted him to his half ruin-
ed house.

Dr. Peters, according to this story,
next day interviewed Governor
Trumbull, demanding protection,
and between them they hashed it

| over about the eighteen articles,

which Peters regarded as treason-
able.
“There is no treason,” shouted the

| Governor, “in saying that George

the Third, King of England, is a

| Roman Catholic, & tyrant, and an

idiot, and has forfeited the crown,
and that no true friend of America
ought to obey him or any of his
IB_-W,B-"

At this point Dr. Peters and the
two friends who were with him were

| so scandalized that they got up and
| left the house. The two friends

were the Hon. Willlam Hillhouse
and Captain David Tarbox. This

| and other attempts fo secure pro-

tection resulted in failure.

These two versions of what hap-
pened are about as near alike as
could be expected, coming from
such different sources. Still another
version is given by J. H. Trumbull,
author of “True Blue Laws of Con-
necticut and New Haven, and the
Falge Blue Laws invented by the
Rev. Samuel Peters” published,
Hartford, 1876, the author claiming
that the visits of the mobs have
been grossly exaggerated by Peters
and his friends.

Ag Trumbull tells the story in one
of a set of articles published in the
Hartford Courant, 1877, it was Col-
onel John Peters, Samuel's older
brother, (author of the rhymed
autobiography quoted in a foregoing
chapter) who first started stirring
up the hornet's nest by “telling on™
his younger brother, who was also
his rector. .

The Brother's Story

“The town committee of Bolton,”
States Trumbull, “was informed by
Captain (Col). John Peters, a
brother of the Rev. Samuel, that
the latter had several times written
letters to England and then had
others prepared to be sent by the

way of New York which were ‘big




the cipal ze:
mittee, accompanied by 300 pel'-
sons from neighboring towns, with-

‘barmsofanykind. waited on Mr.
Peters at his house on the 15th of
August, 1774, civilly to enquire into
the matter contained in said reports.
Peters denied all correspondent

t the interest of the colonies,
fouching the controversy between
them and Great Britain, and solemn-
ly declared that he would never be
guilty of such an act, subscribing to
a declaration to that effect which
was published in the Connecticut
Cazetie, Sept. 2nd, 1774, The com-
mittee, satisfied with this, then left,
without injuring his person or inter-
est, and with his thanks for their
kind treatment.”

But trouble continued to brew.
Among the papers of which Peters
admitted authorship was a set of
resolves purporting to have been
adopted hy the inhabitants of
Hebron refusing to make contribu-
tions for the relief of PBoston.
Trumbull states that these resolves
were, in effect, made by Peters him-
self and two or three °churchmen,
and not at a town meeting. They
were published in the same copy
o  The Gazette in which appeared
his declaration, wrung from him by
| the mob, to do nothing against the
interests of the colony. This, and
“his continued endeavors to instill
and propagate sentiments subver-
sive of the constitutional civil rights
of the colony” again roused indigna-
tion, and he received a second visit
from the patriots, September &,
when “about three hundred persons
from Windham and neighboring
towns, without arms, as four unim-
peachable witnesses testify, met
near his house, and selected a com-
mittee to converse with him. Peters
stubbornly refussd to sign a paper

| drawn up by the committee, and

finally the people, made suspicious
by the discharge of a gun inside the
house, made a dash at the house,

which, in their haste, they broke
some squares of glass, seized Peters,
brought him out, set him on a horse,
(no mention here of cart or oxen)
and thus conveyed him to their
meeting-house Green, where after
some talking on the premises,
Peters agreed to and did sign the
paper, and read it to the people him-
self. They with one voice accepfed
it, gave three cheers and departed.
His gown and shirt were somewhat
torn, and it was said by some that
a table was turned over and a punch
| bowl and glass broken, which, say
the committee, “was all the dam-
age we ever heard of.”

The Soldiers’ Park at Hebron
Creen was the old “Meeting-house
Green” alluded to, where the first
meeting-house then stood, and
' where Peters was put through the

| third degree by the mob.

| Peters wrote from Boston, Oct.
14, 1774, to the Rev. Dr. Auchmuty
of New York. The letter was inter-
:le!% and made public in The Cour-

and The New London Gmtte

I

| In it he asserted:

entering through a window, from.

 “The : Snmgo!!ibmy ha,ve :
killed one of my church, tarred :
featured two, abused others, and
the 6th day destroyed my windows
and rent my clothes, &c, erying dut

| Down with the church, ‘the rags of

Popery, &c'."
In the original edition of anon

| ous history, published in

1781, he tells a still more pitiful

| story, stating that “Mr. Peters with

his gown and clothes torn off was
treated in the most insulting man-
ner, his mother, daughter, and two
brothers and servants were wound-
ed: one of his brothers so hadly that
he died soon after.” ™

“Higher than this," comments
Trumbull, “inventive genius could

| not scar, In his finished sketch (as

given by McCormick) he allows the
daughter and one servant to escape
uninjured, but makes the most of
his one broken window and of his

| personal sufferings.”

It might seem easy to dismiss
with a shrug Peters’ story of his
persecutions. Highly colored ag his
accounts may seem (and he was not
the man to make an understate-
ment) the fact remains that he was
harried from this country for no
greater offense than intense loyalty
to his king, whose subject he was

| and to whom he had sworn alle-

giance. Tories did not have an ea:
time here a few years before and
during Revolutionary days as the

| most casual study of the side lights

of Connecticut history will reveal.
Joshua Chandler of New' Haven,
‘g fair-minded, intelligent citizen,
constrained by principle to remain
loyal to king and government” was
driven with his family from Amer-
ica, and his property, valued at 30,-
000 pounds, was conﬁscated by the

| state.

In The Journal of a “Teamster
Boy in the Revolution”, published in
The Connecticut Quarterly Maga-

| zine, one item reads: April 5, Heard

of 8 Tory and seven of us went and
took him in his own house.”

And there was Col. Eleazer Fitch
of Windham, one of the finest, most

| upright of citizens, a descendant of
| those Connecticut Fathers, Fitch
|and Mason, a distinguished veteran
| of the French War, and filling the

office of County. Sheriff with the
highest credit. He did not consider
the grievance against the king of

| sufficient importance to justify re-

bellion. He said so publicly and de-
clared that he should have his
brother (an aggressive Tory and
State’s Attorney for Massachusetts)
to see him as often sz he wished.
Referring to the Sons of Liberty, he
declared (or is so guoted) that they
were ‘‘a pack of damned scoundrels
and rascals and ought to be dis-
carded and reproached by all man-
kind, ete.” His loyalty and Tory
sympathies brought upon him a boy-
cott which ruined him and his
family, and he died an ignominous

|| exile in Canada. These are only a

few instances, picked up at random,
Well, war is cruel, and many in-
justices doubtless did occur for

| which we probably ought not to




s first came to this part of
ew- world they found it cover-
with a practically unbroken for-'

free from underbrush or

ﬁuQﬂi
thickets except on the river banks

or in the swamps. Such occasional
paths as threaded the woods were
narrow and winding, used by In-
dians or wild animals alike, travel-
ing in single file.
Hunting Grounds

An old tradition of Hebron is that
Burnt Hill, loocated in the north-
eastern part of the town, derived

. its name from the Indian custom of

burning it over annually to make a
cleared place for the planting of
corn. Except for an occasional
tradition of the kind ‘here is little
| or no evidence that Indians ever
lived here before the coming of the
white people, except as they wan-
dered about hunting or fishing. It
is of course true that arrow heads,
| pleces of broken stons dishes or
! other stone implements have been
- picked up, ploughed up in  the
fields from time to time in various
| parts of the town, testifying that
| the red men used these lands as
 part of their hunting territory if
| not as homes.
| The above gives something of a
icture of what Hebron must have
\ﬁm at the time that the two stout
hearted settlers made their first
rip here. ILebanon and Colchester,
|gister towns, had already been set-
itled, the former in 1700 and the
latter in 1702, and there were un-
doubtedly well defined trails for a
ood part of the way, over which
he settlers made their march. i
| Further light is thrown on the
beginnings of Hebron by the narra-
tive of Governor John S. Peters, a
native of Hebron, born in 1772, in
his historical notes written in 1843.
|He says that the two first settlers
built log houses on ground “now oc-
cupied by Ira Bissell and Joel Wil-
cox, in autumn of 1705." Trumbuli
has this date 1704, but possibly the
‘diserepancy may be accounted for
by the *old style and new style”
|system of dates, It seems likely,
whatever the date, that the settlers
‘built their log houses that first fall
after staking out their claims. Hild-
ing brothers now live on the Ira Bis-
sell place, and when, a few years
|ago, they made some excavations
for the purpose of making a founda-
(tlon for a garage, they came upon
| the old site of one of the log houses.
An ancient looking ink hottle was
found by one of the men while dig-
'ging. The bottle was whole and is
preserved by the Hilding family.
While this may have been part of
refuse or junk thrown into the cel- |
lar hole or foundation after the old ‘
| log house had gone down it proba-
I'bly dated well back to the ~early
days of the town. And it may easily
| have been owmned hy the first set-
 tlers.

Firet White Woman
Governor Peters in his memoirs
+ells the story of the coming of the
first white women in thase words:
“While the men wers making
preparations for their families in

the summer of 1708, they brought

' their provisions with them and fﬁﬂ’[
mained for weeks af their new
homes, Their wives, being anxious
:for the welfare of thelr husbands/
+end unwilling to be left tco long
#lone, four or five starled cae shin-

#ing morning for the promissd land,|

atwenty long miles through the wild- |

|| erness, regulating their course by
| marked trees and crossing the
streams on logs felled for the pur-

I'pose. I

'~ Night overtook them in the lower
| part of Gilead. They wandered
from the line and brought up on the
hill south of Nathan Smith’s house |
(a2s later located). Fearing that
the wolves would regale themselves
on their delicious bodies they con-
| cluded to roost upon the top of the

high rock on the summit of the
hill. Here they proclaimed their
lzamentations to the winds. This
novel serenade attracted the atten-
tion of their husbands, who wander- |
ed towards the sound until they
fortunately found their wives on the
rock which they had chosen for
their night's repose. - !

The gratification of the inferview
can be better imagined than des-
oribed."”

* As Governor Peters was & great |
hand for setting down memoirs or |
historical notes, and as he could
easily have talked with the children ‘
or grandchildren of these early set-
tlers, there would seem to be mno
doubt of the truth of the delightful
little tale.

Hardy, Brave Women

One can imagine these brave,
‘| eager women, impatient at the long
delay which had left them at Wind-
gor, separated from their husbands,
and with no means of finding out
whether they were so much as dead
or alive., It iz no wonder that,
wearied of walting and eating out
their hearts with anxiety, they fin-
ally decided to take the matter into
their own hands and find out for
themselves where their husbands
were and how they were faring.

Two of these women were
Timothy Phelps’ wife and William -
Shipman’s wife. It is thought that
a third may have been Nathaniel
| Phelps’ wife, and it has also been
suggested that an unmarried sister
or two may have accompanied
them. Timothy Phelps' wife was
Martha Crow, who was born in:
Windsor in 1670, and was therefore
|| 36 years old. Her husbhand was 43,
and at the time they had five chil-
dren, Martha, 16, Timothy, 13, Noah |
12, Cornelius, 8, and Charles, 4. It
is supposed that the oldest daugh-
ter, Martha, may have stayed at
home to look out for the younger
| ehildren.
Perhaps one reason why Martha,
| Timothy's wife, was bent on making
| the trip to the new settlement to
| find her husband was on account of
& poignant memory of a painful ex-
perience which had happened in
her family years pefore. Her father,
Christopher Crow, as tersely noted
on Windsor records, had “disappear-
ed for parts unknown.” His wife,
| Mary Burr Crow, Martha's mother,
going in search of him was never
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1 as passing.
saped to England

Whether Peters’ life was in actual

danger or not, he was badly fright-

ened, and deemed it necessary to

malke his escape to England. He
sought protection in New Haven,
where he had a skirmish with “Dr"”

| Benedict Arnold (enrolled at that
| time among the “patriots”) and Col.

Wooster, coming off handsomely in

| the encounter by threat of musket

and ball, from the house of his
friend, Rev. Dr. Hubbard, where he
had barricaded himself. (this is his

| own story).

Coming again to his home in
home in Hebron on a Sunday he

 preached his last sermon in his lit-
tle church on Godfrey Hill, from the

text, “O that my head was water
and my eyes fountains of tears. 1
would weep day and might for ihe
transgressions of my people.” The
discourse is said to have drawn
tearg from every eye.

The report that another visit
from the mohs was to take place
that evening caused Dr. Peters to
make a hasty flight.

A statement made by Mrs. Eliza

| . Sharpe, Hebron, 1894, says.

“David Barber, my great grand-
father, secreted Priest Peters in his
house, My grandfather, Sylvester
Gilbert, (brother to Peters’ ‘gsecond
wife) furnished the horse, provisions
and money, and started him at mid-
night on the road to Boston. He

| reached Windham town at sunrise,

finally reached Boston and embark-
ed for England. The rest of his
history you know. The Rev. Dr.
| Pomeroy, Dayid Barber, and my
 erandfather, Sylvester Gilbert, were
aw and order men, did not believe
in tar and feathers.”
‘Priest Peters’

The Rev. Samuel was commonly

spoken of here in Hebron as “Priest

| Peters” and nearly up to the pres-

ent time the older people, in speak-
ing of him uged that term. There
is a delightful picture of him in the
Peters genealogy, published 1903,
compiled by a descendant of Col
John. Here he is shown in powder-
ed wig and gown, with a handsome,
benevolent countenance. He was in
his 40th year when he escaped from
this country, leaving behind him his
mother and his two children, his
property including his slaves, and
the church whose duties he had
faithfully performed for fourteen
years. '

As he tells the story he made his

| escape in the Shg Fox, under the

protection of Genfral Gage and Ad-
miral Graves, having been hidden
fourteen days in a cave on the sea-

| shore, with a 200 pound reward .

‘hanging over his head.
| B (To be continued)

)
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I ticut, it was a vast

- .attempts to settle here.

"
-

TheRev. Benjamin Trumbull, na-
tive of Hebron (Gilead), and author
of the first and only history of

Connecticut from Colonial times,
says that it was June, 1704, when
the white men first came to Hebron
to make settlements. These pioneers
were William Shipman of Saybrook
and Timothy Phelps of Windsor.
They started out together from
Windsor, making the trip together
on foot to the promised land.

The distance from Windsor , to
Hebron in a direct line is about
twenty miles. By road or trail it
was nearer twenty-five or thirty
miles, which would be about a day's,
march for such sturdy yeomen, who
very likely started out early in the
morning and reached their destina-
tion before night.

It seems likely that-scouts had
been sent ahead previously to locate
and survey the land, and the two
pioneers probably had some fairly
definite idea of their destination and
what to expect at the end of their
long march. .

Settlement of Hebron

It will be noted that nearly thirty
years had gone by since the mak-
ing of Attawanhood's will before
any attempt was made to settle in
the new lands. This may be ac-
counted for by the difficulties and
dangers which are always to be met
with in setting out to conguer the
unbroken wilderness, and it is also
probable that the vague terms of
Attawanhood's will, and the many
conflicting claims arising as a con-
sequence, had discouraged previous
For in-
stance, a good part of the same
land had been given to Attawan-
hood's children and to the Saybrook
legatees. As the old sachem gave
the latter a good deal more land
than he actually pogsessed, it is
easy to picture their bewilderment
when trying to determine where
their boundaries ought to lie. To
his sons he gave “All that tract of
land between Nippamug path and
the lands given to the people of
Saybrook.” Yes, but where did
their begin and the others end?
~The sharp practice put into oper-
ation by Dewey and C?a:ke (alluded
to in the previous chapter) w
they bought up the children’s land
and proceeded to levy a’toll on those
eettlers who came and essayed to

. oceupy what they supposed was

their own land was enough to dis-

~hearten the most confident.

Trumbull's description of Con-
necticut in early colonial times is
vivid and imteresting. He says:
“When the English first became ac-
quainted with that tract comprised

vithin the settled part of Connecs
wilderness.

| There were no pleasant fields nar

gardens, no public roads nor cleared
plats. Except in places where the

. timber had been destroyed and its

growth prevented by frequent fires
the groves were thick and lofty”.
He goes on to say that when our




| heard from sgain, so the children
#I,!ﬂmtﬁ}. it is said, well provided
for. The mystery of the disappear-

ance of the parents has never been
| solved, though descendants have
made all possible research. Probably
it was Martha who was the leading
spirit in the Hebron walking trip.
T Strange Disappearance

They undoubtedly started out
| early in the morning on a pleasant
| summer day, wearing homespun
gl:ments and stout shoes. No dotbt,
too, they carried along with them
as much provision in the shape of |
food as they could manage, samples
of their own cocking maybe, with
which to regale their husbands who
had been so long deprived of such
good things. Supg;sedly the trip
| went well at first, the trail not dif-
| ficult to follow, logs _over the
streams easy to cross, the woods
green and pleasant with the sun
shining through here and there,
marks on the trees to set them right
when they were at all doubtful.

One can picture them resting by
| the side of some brook, along about
noon, eating their carefully carried
lunch, and drinking from the
stream. By that time their feet
were getting tired and they were &
little stiff and lame. They went on
a little slower, and by and by it be-
' gan to grow darker in the thick
| woods, harder to make sure of their
|way. And at last dusk came creep-
ing on. The shadows gave the trees

dis uish the marks on the trees.
It is no wonder that the wayfarers
strayed from the trail, casting
about in a panic until they brought
up in the lower part of Gilead. Only
there was not any Gilead then, noth-
ing but wilderness of trees.

~ As the darkness deepened they
heard hoarse, ominous sounds, and
they wandered wildly here and there
‘in the attempt to find their bear-
ings. No doubt well trained in
woods lore the women managed to
reestaplish their way in the right
general direction. Finally they
stumbled by chance upon a ‘great
boulder in the vicinity of Burrows
Hill, near Edwin T. Smith's place,
Mr. Smith is a descendant of the
Nathan Smith mentioned by Peters
in his account. But of course nobody
lived there then,

They hailed the great rock as a
heaven sent refuge, and managed
somehow or other to scramble up
its rugged sides and cast themselves
down on its broad, fiat top. If at
this stage they gave way to
“lamentations” as the facetious
historian, Peters, would have us be-
lieve, it is hardly to be wondered
at, but I believe that after they had
taken a minute or two to catch
 their breaths and send up a prayer
to Heaven, they made the welkin
ring with a loud hallooing, in the
hope that maybe, just possibly, the
{ men would hear them and come to
their rescue.

: Bescued

The disiance across the valley
from the rock to the place where
the log houses were located is mot
so far that such a call might not

| & weird look. They could no longer |-

 must have been when the men came
wrrying pell mell, to find the wom-
en on top of the rock!
|~ After having walked considerakly.
|further than twenty miles, in their
| wanderings, these hardy pioneer
'women must have heen almost ex-
hausted, but it can easily be imagin-
ed _th&t in their delight at finding
their “men folks" they forgot their
weariness and were able to continue

the mile or so more to the pleasant
{ittle log houses in their promised
and.

Nathaniel Phelps' wife was Han-
nah Bissell, a daughter of Samuel.
From the women of this party many
Hebron people have descended, in-
deed, it is probably not too much to
say that about all the old Hebron
families can trace back to them in
one way or another, °

The rock of the story may be seen
today just as it was when the wom-
en scrambled atop of it, and many
parties of young people or others
interested in historical lore con-
tinue to visit it. It is pn a pasture
owned by Hdwin T. Smith. It is a
relic of the glacial period, and by
some mighty convulsion was split

| into twoe distinct parts ages ago. It

stands about twelve or fifteen feet
high on the hill, which itself is
about 600 feet above sea level. It
is not particularly easy to climb,
but a stout hearted person can do
it. Its broad summit would hold
twelve or fifteen adults. Up the sides
of the great boulder there are niches
and crevices, perhaps entirely the
work of nature, which make a sort
of primitive stair up which ths
venturesome may scramble. From
its location on the heights its top
commands so broad a view that one
is tempted to wonder whether the
Indians may not have utilized it for
reconnoitering purposes, perhaps
from: historic times. We wonder,
too, whether the crude climbing
way up its sides may not have been
at least partially made by hand by
savages long since forgotten.
Indian Prophecy

The name “Prophet’s Rock” has
for long been attached to this
boulder.” An old legend is to the
effect that an aged Indian uttered a
propheey from its top, referring to
the future of Hebron. What a pity
that no one at the present time has
the remotest idea what the pho-
phecy was. One authority for the
name “Prophet’'s Rock,” and the
story of the old Indian is a pamphlet
published in 1878, by the Rev.
Josiah A Mack, a Gilead pastor,
;vho refers to it as ancient Hebron
ore.

Miss Adelle White, however,
whose ancestors have lived in  the
vicinity of Burrows Hill ever since
the early days of the town, claims
that the term “Prophet’s Rock” is a
corruption of “Prospect Rock.” '

While taking a photograph of the
rock recently it was noticed that
from one position its outline pre-
sents an amazingly characteristic
resemblance to George Washington,
in silhoustte, with face turned up to
the sky, as if lying in state, carved

have been heard on a still summer

out of everlsating stone. While this




uld bardly be noticeable by
casual observer, it is unmistakar.-
when one knows just where to loc't.

More about the trials and strug-
gles of the settlers in their new
homes will be told in another chap-
ter.

| The name of Hebron was givend
to the new settlement, and it was
established and recorded a township
by the General Court, at its session
held in May, 1707, in response to
the request of a committee appoint-
ed for the purpose by the proprie-
tors, at a meeting held February 19,
1606-7. Just why the name was
chosen for the town can only be
conjectured. No doubt the early
settlers were a plous, sober, Bible-
reading people, but it does not ap-
pear that there were clergymen
among their numbers at first.
Of forty towns already named in
Connecticut only one had at that
time received a Bible name, that
of Lebanon, from the Palestine
mountain, Hebron was the firat
town in the present limits of the
state to take the name of a Bible
city. Hebrew students say that the
word Hebron signifies a league or
confederacy, and it may have had a
special meaning for the settlers,
coming as they did from various
parts of the colony to band them-
selves together into a new coms-
munity, -
Twenty-Four Hebrons

| Perhaps the fact that the Hebron
| of the Bible was one of the six
| “cities of refuge” wmay have had
some bearing on the selection of the
name. s

There are no less than twenty-
if four Hebrons scattered about ‘in
| various parts of the United States,
! and one Hebron in Nova Scotia may
he regarded as a daughter town of
our Hebron, settled as it was by
Tory refugees from this and ad-
| jacent communities and named
| from this town.
| It was not until May 26, 1708,
| that the town. was incorporated, by
|an act of the General Assembly, in
response to a petition by the set-
tlers “To the Honour'd Generall As-
sembly now sitting in Hartford,
May 13, 1708." and its guaint and
characteristic wording' makes it
worthy of a verbatim gquotation.

“Whereas the Generall Assembly
in May last granted liberty for a
township at a place then called
Hebron and whereas there are nine
familyes already settled there and
desir to come as soon & they
can, we being far from any meet-
| ing-house and being desirous to set
lup ye worship of God amongst us

| do pray this honrd Generall Assem-
| bly now sitting, to grant us the %: -

habitants of Hebron all ye
leges of a town that there
|may be inabled to take such
methods as most suitable and agree-
able to our present clrcumstances
to raise money for the support of
the gospel and defraying other
necessary charges amongst us as
well for chuseing town officers
amongst us and dividing our lands
and all other things proper for us
as a town without which we find
that we shall not be able to con-.
tinue here, and we.shall submit to
such regulations as this honrd As-|
| sembly shall think fitt. Jacoh Root
in the name of the rest.” ‘,
First Town Meeting |

The record of the first town meet-
ing may still be szen on the gld
“town meeting book,” but it is bad-
ly mutilated by age. This meeting
was called September 20, 1708.
Timothy, Phelps was choséen the
first clerk of the town, it being his
duty to record hirths, marriages,
deaths, and land records. These old

| books are now kept in the town’s

fire proof vaults. These books, in
common with others throughout the
state, have been taken in hand by
experts acting under state authori-
ty, restored as far as possible, and
the pages covered with a protective,
transparent silk tissue. They must
have used various kinds of ink in
those old days. Some of the records
are almost as clear as if written
yesterday, while others are so fad-
ed as to be hardly discernable. The
free and independent spelling in
some places makes them almost as
hard to read as if in a foreign lan-
guage.
Town Clerk Phelps
First town clerk Timothy Phelps

'|was the son of Lieut. Timothy

Phelps of Windsor, It was his wife,
Martha Crow Phelps, who was the
heroine of the Prophet's Rock story,

|| the daughter of the Windsor couple

whose mysterious disappearance
has already been noted. ]
The first paper coversd book
labeled “Lands and Grants” hag a
chart showing how the land was
divided into numbered lots from 1
to 86, dated November 10, 1702
These lots were sold to the settlers
by the proprietors and new lots
were laid out from time to time
Another town meeting was held
December 21, 1709. The officers
chosen at this meeting were:
Nathaniel Phelps, town clerk; Bd-
ward Sawyer, consteble; Stephen
Fost, Timothy Phelps, Samuel
Palmer, Townsmen: Morris Tillot-
son, surveyor of highways; Samuel
Curtice, lister; These men repre-
sented seven of the nine families
then living in the town, the two
other families being those of Wil-
liam Shipman and Jazob Root.
Geing “To Meeting”
They called their religious sery-

|ices “meetings” in those days, for
|the Puritans loathed the word
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“chureh,” and never talked of go-
lég;'-téi church, as we do now. Their
meetings in Hebron were first held
at the house of Caleb Jones in 1709
(on the road leading éast from
where Loren Lord’s house now is).

After his death they were held for

and at Ebenezer Wilcox's, (Gilead),
also at Dr. Horsford’s new barn and
) r houses.
ut'l?tﬂ:etom books show that in
1710 Joseph Dewey was granted
ute of the “Streame betwixt Col-
chester and us for the use of a corn
mill so long as he shall ma.i'ntam’a
sufficient mill for the town's use’
In March, 1710, “Twas voted that
their should heé no timber, _wood.
hay, or stone trausported out of our

town under the penelty of ten shill-
|ings per load unless the Selectmen

shall give Liberty and further Wil-
liam Shipman, Nathaniel Dunbam,
sdoseph Dewey, Samusl Waters, and
Daniel Birge were chosen a com-
mittee to have an inspection over
the intruders who do intrude upon
Us in caring away or transporting
aney hay, stone, or timker, and to
seiz all such intruders as the fore
mentioned hay, stone ér timber
.thieves and the town toe promis to
defray such charg as shall arise by
their proceedings by law.”
Conflicting Claims i

Trouble-now arose with regard to
the claims of Major John Mason to
lands in the town seded him by the
Indians, and conflicting with the
settlers’ claims and April 24, 1712,
Nathaniel Dunham, Nathaniel
Phelps, and Timothy Phelps were
appointed & committee to represent
the rights of the town, in a confer-
‘ence upon the matter at the General
Assembly, Hartford. They presented
a petition to the General Court
which throws some light on the
situation in the Hebron plantation.
The petition follows:

“It is now above seven Yyears
since they (the proprietors) began
it, but they are so far from making
any distribution or giving any suit-
able accommodation to encourage
the settlement of a good plantation
as they were engaged to do, that no
land can be had "but at excessive
rates and they keep by far the
greater part in their hands so that

| there is but a few scattered fami-

lies in the whole plantation, who
are altogether unable to live in any
Christian or scarce so much as civil
soeiety. And now at last our titles

| are so far questioned by themselves

as that of late they have solicited
us to join them to buy off Capt.
John Mason’s native right, the want
‘whereof is indeed one great reason
‘Why the plantation is not well set-
tled.” (State Library, “Towns and
Lands, 3, 16.")

These claims were patched up
somehow and adjusted by quit-
ﬂ;lm deeds from the heirs in 1713-
1718,

About this time, Dec. 26, 1712,
Nathaniel Phelps was chosen inn

a time at the home of his widow

keeper, or a8 the records have it
‘For to ceep a house of public en-
tertainment for straingers,” which
makes it appear as if there was
something doing here,
Early Settlers of Hebron

Indeed the town was growing
and waxing stronger, in spite of all
such discouragements as were caus..
ed by conflicting claims, disagree-
ments with proprietors, ete. Settlers
coming to Gilead bore the names of
Youngs, Dunham, Trumbull, Huteh-
inson, Peters, Gilbert, and others.
Marlborough, which was once g

part of Hebron, attracted the
Buells, Lords, Horsfords, Chamber-

lains, and many others, The Bing-
hams, Sweetlands, Newcombs,
Blackmans, etc., settled that part
of Andover once belonging to He-
kron. Those coming to Hebron prop-
er including the Phelpges, Sawyers,
Tillotsons, Barbers, Manns, Hors-
fords, etc. The Jones Street section

of the town was settled by families |

bearing the names of Jones, Knee-
land, Wright, Beach, Pepoon, - Kel-
logg, ete. To the old Colchester road
and vieinity came John Gott, the
Birges, Waters, Skinners, Bulke-
leys. New Arrivals were coming
from day to day.

And what g stirring time {t must |

have been, with trees being felled,
log houses or more pretentious
dwellings going up in every section,
land being broken up for planting,
roads laid out and worked, saw
mills humming on every brook, and
industry on every hand.
Indian Tourists

Friendly Indians sirolled through
the towh as was their custom,
when on their way from one Indian
seitlement to another, spending the
night occasionally at the homes of
some of their white acquaintances,

| sleeping in the great kitchens with
| theéir feet towards the fireplace, or

in warmer weather perhaps in some
barn or shed. We have it on the
authority of Benjamin Trumbull,

historian, that Owaneco, one of the

latter Mohegan sachems, was in the
habit of wandering about his form-
eér precincts with his squaw, beg-
ging for food to eat or carry along.

| Undoubtedly this royal couple were

Seen on Hebron's streets, If the
sachem's broken Ilnglish could not
well be understood, he had with him
a printed bit of doggerel composed
by one Bushnell, a Connecticut set-
tler, which he handed out to be
read,

“Oneco, King, his Queen doth bring
To beg a little food,

As they go along; his friends
among;, 2
To try how kind, how good,

Some pork, some beef, for their re-
lief,

| And if you can't spare bread

She'll thank you for pudding as they
g0 a gooding,
And carry it on her head.”




‘The lines here refer to the Indian
|custom of carrying loads by a
metomp or bag hanging down the
| back, supported by a strap over the
| forehead. The lack of a suitable
place for religious worship was
keenly felt, and frequent town
meetings were held, locking towards
| the building of a meeting-house and
| the securing of a settled minister,
it being considered no longer fitting
for a town of the growing import-
| ance and prosperity of Hebron to
hold its meetings in the settlers’
| houses or barns, and to be without
a regular pastor. Finally, in 1714,
a committee, the members of which
were Joseph Marsh of Lebanon,
Simeon Newcomb, and John Wood-
ward, was appointed to select the
place on which the new house of
| worship was to stand. They selected
the lot at the head of the street, or
“supposed street”, as the proper
site, and here, after many stormy
arguments and altercations the
meeting-house was finally erected.
Perhaps if that committes could
Lave peeped -infp the future they
| would have hesitatec about picking
yut just that spot, for later on a
Jreat deal of trouble grew out of
the cholce of location for this first
meeting-house of Helron.

On the other hand (ovur ancestors
were pretty ‘“'sot”,) perhaps they
| would have just clamped their teeth

together and gone on regardless.

f The First Minister

. The Rev. John Bliss of Norwich
was called to be the first minister,
|and was settled or at least began
preaching here in 1715. Maybe he
too would have hesitated about ac-
cepting his call to the Hebron pas-
torate if he could have read the
future in some magic mirror, for
his career here was to be somewhat
checkered, as a latter chapter will
|| reveal.

His house lot was on Godfrey
Hill, then, or somewhat Iater,
| known as Church Hill. Here he had
| a plot of 100 acres laid out as his

home farm. His salary was 70
|| pounds a year. As a country minis-
ter was supposed to be something
of a farmer as well as a preacher,
|and as money undoubtedly went
|| farther in those times, the salary
|| probably sufficed, Just how much it
would have amounted to in present
day cash, whether the pound of
that time was the equivalent of the
English pound, or whether the sal-
ary was “old tennor, middle tennor
or new tennor,” I have not been
able to determine, .

Colonial records, General Assem-
bly show this entry:

*Oct. session A. D.,, 1716, 3d of
King George. Upon application of
Nathan Dunham in behalf of the
town of Hebron, for a law to gotten
la church and ordain an orthodox
minister. It is hereby granted
them."”

An entry in the town meeting
| book, under date of May 19, 1716

. seven pounds on the present list to
answer our obligations about Mr,
Bliss's chimneys, five pounds for
Mr. Bliss and two for Mr. I hf
the mason which wrought on the
chimneys." : ‘
The meeting-house was to be for-
| ty feet by thirty-four in dimensions,
and nineteen feet “between joynts,"
{and Benoni Trumbull, Ezenézer
Willcox and Hezekiah Gaylord were
chogen a committee to oversee fts
building, hire workmen, etc,, was in
their wisdom they see fitt.,”
War of Factions

It would be safe to say that about
half of those who watched the
primitive new meeting-house going
up saw it with thankful and glow-
ing hearts, and with .feelings of
trivmph., But a cloud considerably
bigger than a man’s hand was &l-
ready making its appearance, and
later on was to divide the town into
two hostile camps, known as the
Northerners and Southerners, all
because some of the people wanted
the meeting-house to be situated
farther north, nearer Mr, Bliss'
home, and others preferred the
location further to the south, where
it was, gl

It was “a tempest in a teapot",
no doubt, but from its effect upan
the history and development of the
tuwn it might almost be comparable
to the Civil War which nearly rent
the nation asunder in later years,




'Hebron’s First Mi
~ “Fought the Good Fight”

Rev. John Bliss Weathered

{

|

Bitter Storm of Divided

to Preach Until His Death:
Enmity Between Hebron
Faction Still Smoulders.

—

By BUSAN B. PENDLETON

The Rev, John Bliss, first minister
|of the Puritans or Cengregational-
|ists, to be settled in the town, was
|| the son of Samuel and Anne (Elder-
kin) Bliss. He was born in Nor-
{|wich, Oct. 23, 1600, He was &a
graduate of Yale College, (then in
|| Saybrook) class of 1710. This
clase, it is said, numbered only twao,

It may be that if he had settled in
| Columbia, er Belton, Lebanen or

Bozrah he would have had a more
peaceful time than that which re.
sulted when he undertock to take
charge of the brethren on the Plain
of Mamre.

Parish Controversy.

found a parish divided into two fac-
tions, all about the location of the
|| meeting-house, and called, as we
have already said, “Northerners and
Southerners,” the former wishing
their meeting-house te stand on or
near what is now called Godfrey
|| Hill, and the Southerners wanting it
down on the Green. Back and forth
{went the votes taken as to where
that “meeting” should stand, The
Northerners appear to have scored
a partial point when, in July, 1718,
it wes voted that the meeting-house
should be built “between the North-
west corner of Dr. Hosford's new
field and the Southermost corner of
{|the Minister's meadow.” This is
about half a mile north of Hehron
village on the road to Gilead, near
the old Humphrey Fuller place, now
owned by John Palmer,
. This aroused the Southerners,
|| who promptly brought about a re-
peal of this vote, August, 1716, and
| passed another vote, that it should
he set “south of Dr. Hosford's new
1field in the supposed highway.” This

-h pp =

nister

. —— -~ #

Church Factions in 1733;
Unfrocked, He Continued

When he came here in 1917 he

was at the Green (where it was nne
ally placed) on the present Soldiers'
Park. "
But the Northerners were not so
easily -to he downed. Up gz
Thomas Brown with eight othe:
men, voicing a vigorous protest.
Finally, in order to settle the diffi-
culty the General Assembly took a
hand and appointed the committee
mentioned in the preceding chap-
ter, Joseph Marsh of Lebanon, Sim-
eon Newcomb and John Woodward,
the last presumably of Hebron, to
fix upon a site. They selected the
Green, and the Northerners were
quashed. Bui not, let it be said,
for all time. -

Perhaps there have been no bitter-
er quarrels known than the church
fights by which practically every
town and village of New England
has been shaken at one time or an-
ofher,

Minister Favored North.
The minister =sided with the

|| Northerners, for he naturally would

prefer having the meeting-house
near his place, where he would not
have to go down and up that steep,
laborious hill every time he exhort-
ed his flock of a Sabbath day. Oh
that horrid hilll If it had not been
for that, perhaps there would have
been no fight at all. The Southern-
ers must have hated the idea of pos-
sibly having to go up it every time

|| they went to meeting, and the North-

erners too, who had to go heme, on
foot or with their jaded beasts,
rrjlimt have found it an equally bitter
pill.

Perhaps there was a good deal to
be said for the more northerly site
as being the more central for the
parishioners from the four guarters
of the town. It was nearer the mid-
dle line from north to south, as well
as from east to west, and was ae-
commodated by roads from all di-
rections.  The town, be it remem-
hered, was about ten miles in length
and five or six in width, and with
only one house of worship for all.

Skating Pond.

The trouble was tided over some-
how for the time heing, and Mr,
Bliss wag ordained November 8,
1717. His salary, which at first
had been placed at 50 pounds a year,
was raised at his ordination to 70
pounds and firewood furnished. He
aleo had provided for him a 100 acre
lot and house. This farm was at
the top of Godfrey Hill, 28 now
known, and took in the Flavel Gil-
lette farm, which Paul Potocek now
owns, and possibly the former Oliv-
er Welles place, now owned by

by
| Abraham Wisner, A lot below the




1l was also provided
" use, and was known
i ar's meadow. .:i Th‘iin

heen owned by descend-
?ﬁr late Horace F. Porter.
overflowed part of the year,
ing an m:ceuent skating pond
tly enjoyed by theé young people.
the first two years of Mr.
stay here meetings were held

private houses or in Dr. Hosford's
parn, until the meeting-house could
| be completed. Work on it went on
slowly, and it was not until 1720
tha.t the ceremony of “dignifying the

his meant the apportioning of seats
. members, the first choice being

yest of the congregation were
seated “according to age, rate-
: ; a.nd what each person

‘age and the dignity of parents and
e Church Completed.
omple

| Eyven at that time the building
‘was mot wholly completed, and Mr.
y had been at the helm eight
s before it was voted, 1723, “to
, by plastering up as high as
r girths and pulting in
mmwg and senﬂing to Bos-

1§wmy ounds more, and two
later, ever the solemn protest
el Birge, it was raised to 100

 Undoubtedly Danicl Birge's pro—
test voiced the sentiments of more
than one, for it was about this time
that the smouldering differences be-
tween the two factlons began to
burst out into real flames. And in
ma uu poor minister was haled
) g of clergy, called
4 ol rage a ‘‘consocia-
Lﬁf" and tned tor “habitual intem-
‘i' ice and other faults” From
these mmum he was freed, but

ther the minister did really

mu a drop too much now and then
or whether that was just a way the
mthemars took to try to get rid
of him does not appear. Dissatis-
mum continued, ag shown by a
. taken at a town mesting two
later, April 24, 1738, whe:u
ut fifty people “dissatisfied and
uneagy” under the ministra-
lons of the Rev. Mr, Bliss, appeared
‘and asked permission to be set off
into & separate soclety, to be for-
‘ever released from the support of
My, Bliss, provided they should se-
cure 8 minister of their own. This

: was voted down at the time,
ynd Mr, Bliss continued his ministra-
mg with his divided and warring
sple until the same council which

ahm’sc got together again 1733 or

meeting-house” was carried out.

2 to Mr. Bliss and his family.

the miantry and build-
All the

'.W also had seats aaﬁlzned to their

| tried him for the intemperance
1’34, and dismissed him from his
church. ; ‘

The Minlster's Friends, " - Y
" It is presumable that Mr. Bliss!
enemies E::re those of the Southezﬁ"
party entirsly. But if he had ene-
mies he had also very firm and loyal

| friends, all Wortherners, without a
| doubt, These friends rallied around

him and attended meetings held at
his house, since he wag not allowed
in the meeting-house any longer.

{ They claimed that the action of the

religious council was illegal, sinecs
Mr. Bliss was the only ordained
minister in the town.

Ordered to Court,

The opposing faction countered by
accusing Mr. Bliss of holding schis-
matic worship, and he and five of
his more prominent adherents were
haled before the County Court at

{ Hartford, June 17, 1735, accused of

“carrying on divine worship con-
trary to the statutes of this colony.”
The holding of schismatic worship
was a grievous offense under the

| statute law and the charge was a
| serious one. However, he was
| again freed from the charge brought

against him, but he and his follow-

|ers were required to pay the costs

of the trial, amounting to about five

| pounds apiece. This was displeas-

ing to them, as may be imagined,
and they sought redress of the Gen-
eral Court, which later on remitted
half the charges.
Schism Exists Today.
Thus war hetween the two fac-

{tions wage on. It is perhaps true

that even yet, after more than 200
years, traces of this old enmity be-
tween the two sections of the town,
may be discerned occasionally. The

| difficulty was at last met by Mr.
| Bliss and his adherents declaring

for the Church of Hngland, organ-
izing a parish in 1734 or 1735, and
building their church, where they
wanted it, on the top of Godfrey
Hill, or the Plain of Abraham as it

|was then called. Theirs was a

church, and not a meeting-house, be
it understood, for Episcopalians
were proud of the word church rath-
er than the reverse, and did not
fight shy of using it, as did the Puri-
tanas.

Mr, Bliss himself gave the land for
the church site, but the building was
not completed until 1766. He offi-
ciated as lay reader for about seven
years: It was necessary for candi-
dates to go to England for ordina-

|tion as clergymen of the church of

England, since there were at that

| time no resident bishops heve. This

was no slight matter, as an ocean
trip was fraught with danger in
those days. Perhaps the expense
was not so great as at the present
time, but it must have been an im-
portant item to a man who had lost

| Feh. 1, 1741, aged 51.

his 100 pounds a year salary, and
was receiving presumably a good

|deal less. But he had a stout heart

and prepared to make the venture.
No cne could say he had not “fought
the good fight,” and perhaps even
some of the Southerners pitied him
and his family when just as he was

| about to set sail for England he was

stricken with small pox and died,




_His grave may be seen in the in-

| teresting old “Church of England

Burying Ground,” as it is officially
known, on Godfrey Hill, close by
where his church used to stand. His
grave stone is & wonderful thing
with a cherub’s head in full relief,

|| bearing the following epitaph:

“Here lies the body buryed of the
Revd. Mr. John Bliss, ye pleasant
and Vertuous Consort of ye worthy
Mrs. Anna Bliss and Mrs. Hannah

|| Bliss, first dissenting minister of
| Hebron, but by Regular convietn
|| Embraced ye Ch of England & lived
|6 years in her communion. Ob Febh

ye 1st, Ann Dom 1741. Eratf in
Luce.” '

Mr. Blisg' first wife was named
Anna. Her last nhamé is unknown.

| They had ten children. After her

death he married, 1732, the widow
of the Hon. David Barber of He-
bron by whom he had two children.
She afterwards, on Mr. Bliss' death,
married for her third husband Cap-
tain Benoni Trumbull.

The children of the first wife

were: Flizabeth, b, Dec. 14, 1711, ni.
Capt. Solomon Phelps of Marlbor-

| ough, Conn. John, b. Dec. 22, 1712,

Censtant, b. 1715, Anna, b. March 1,
1717, d. Dee. 17, 1741, - Mary, b.

|Oct. 4, 1718, m. Aaron Wright of

Lyme, N. H. She may have heen
married twice, as Lebanon, Conn.,
records have it that she married as
his second wife Daniel Bascomb, of
that place. Liddie, 'b. John, 23,
1721, m. Aug. 24, 1741, Azariah

Brown of Hebron. Name obliter--

ated, supposed to be Daniel, b—, 20,
1723. Sylvanus, b. Jan. 26, 1728,
Abiel, b April 26, 17380, d. Aug. 26,
1765, A child, b. Nov, 20, d. Dec,
2, 1731

The two children born of the sec-
ond wife were Ellig, b. Sept. 25, 1733,
d. July 14, 1814. Neziah, b. March

|21, 1737, d, Aug. 81, 1787.

Constant, third child of the Rev.
Mr, Bliss, who was stationed as one
of Capt. Holson's soldiers on the
frontier in the Old French War,

| was shot and scalped in a battle with

the Indians, Aug. 22, 1746, near
Deerfleld, Mags., ag he, with nine or

||ten others, was marching . from
(| Deerfield to Colerain., 1t is sup-
|| posed he had no family, He was

31 years of age. .
Descendants of Mr, Bliss come

|| from time to time to visit his grave.

Among these recently was Dr. David
Russell Liyman, head of the Walling-
ford Tuberculosis Sanitarium. There

|must be a host of descendants in

various parts of this country, the
great majority of whom probably

|| Bnow nothing of the interesting his-

tory of their ancestor or the location

|| of his last resting place.

In 1717 the heads of the town

| held a town meeting and decided to

lay out their public Green, without
which no New England village
would be complete. According fo
the plan decided upon at the mest-
ing a highway was laid
out running from the meet-
ing-house site as far south as the
Samuel Palmer lot, near the old
Colchester road. This place, for
many years owned by Alfred Bissell
is now the property of Louis Ellen-
berg. The Andover road was also
laid out, running then, as now, past
the cemetery. '

One corner of the Green was at
the southeast corner of the Andover
road, From here it ran south 20
rods into land now owned by the
Pendleton sisters, where a black
oak marked its southeast corner.
The oak was marked HW, but
neither mark nor oak remain at the
present time. From this point the
layout ran westerly 70 rods into

" land later owned by H. Asa Bissell,

where “a great rock between two
lesser rocks” marked the southwest
corner. From this peoint it ran
north 24 rods to a rock near the
junction of the present Marl-
borough-Gilead roads, close by the
old Crane place now owned by Les-
lie . Ward, running east again 70
rods to the first mentioned bound,
making a rectangle which if not
quite perfect, was nearly enough so
far all practical purposes. Just
why they had one side 20 rods, and
the other 24, is a question. The

| record is contained in the second

book of Town Meetings, page 45.
A former town clerk, the Hon.
Sylvester Gilbert, made a copy of

| this survey about 1800 from the

original record which had become
mutilated. This was transcribed by
a later town clerk, Lucius J. Hen-
dee, and may be seen today on the
town books.

“The Greater Rock”

The interested or curious person
may find today the “greater rock

| between two lesser rocks” in the ald

pasture lot now owned by Benjamin
Kassman, marking the southwest
corner of the ancient village green.

| It will be seen that the present

green has shrunk woefully from the

| original layout.

One is perhaps apt to imagine
that our forefathers were thinking

' principally of the looks of things

| and came and dwelt in the Plain of

when they laid out their Greens
with such painstaking care. I hope
and believe that they did have some |
idea at least of dignity and beauty
in mind, but one important reason
for the spaciousness of the layout
undoubtedly was that here were
held the military trainings so neces-
sary in the olden times.
The Plain of Mamre

This Green the forefathers called
“the plain of Mamre,” from the
Bible passage taken from Genesis,
14, verse B:

“Then Abraham removed his tent

Mamre, which is in Hebron, and
built there an altar unto the Lord."




Near the center of this plain
od the meeting-house, then in
) ; of erection. It was sur-
‘ounded on all sides by the Green,
and the site was called the ‘‘Meet-
| {1 ag-House Green,” and so alluded to
| i3 the town books. This first primi-
| tive house of worship is no longer
! in existence, “and thereby hangs a
{tale.” The spot on which it stood
| i§ now the property of the Ameri-
can Legion. It is marked by a
‘koulder erected in honor of the sol-
diers of the World War. The plot
*is known as the Soldiers’ Park, and
|in pleasant weather the stars and
atripes fly over it, if some veteran,
usually self-appointed for the task,
does not forget his job of hauling
‘up the flag. For many years Harry
Tomchin, who was very seriously
injured in the war, and who spends
‘his summers here, has taken it upon
himself to do this work when here,
Few of those who see the fiag
fiying realize that the boulder

marks the site of Hehron's first|

house of worship.
Green a Pasture

|  The Green was not the tidy, well
kept place that it now is, however,
las shown by votes taken im the
town meetings of those early days.
Live stock of various kinds, cattle,
sheep, horses and swine seem to
‘have run loose all over the common
from the first with no thought of
\objection. Finally, in 1808, a vote
was taken permitting swine to run
|at large “provided they be at the
‘time well ringed.” And again, in
1821 it was voted “that neat cattle
| be allowed to run at large upon the
common’’, and in 1824 that swine
he permitted to run at large ‘“on
being well and sufficient rung.”
Somebody had evidently been com-
plaining, and no wonder. One can
imagine the grunting, wallowing
fc_rea_.tures, rooting up the turf all
around and threatening the dignity
| and cleanliness of the Puritan wom-
en, dressed up in their Sabbath best
on their way to meeting. It was
easier for the men, one supposes, to
let their creatures run loose rather
than to build styes or sheds for
them, or even to keep fences to re-
strain them, but they were finally
pestered into passing a vote, in
1822, restraining “horses, asses,
mules, neat cattle and sheep from
running at large upon the com-
mons.” And in 1832 a vote was
passed restraining horses, mules,
neat cattle and sheep from going at
large in the highways, except that a

person having one cow might allow:

her to go at large. Twelve years
later this last clause was rescinded,
and finally, in 1845, in connection
with a vote, restraining horses,
\ asses, mules, neat cattle and sheep
from running at large, a vote was
| passed that any person allowing any
| of the above mentioned animals or
swine to run at large on the Sab-
| bath day should be fined one dollar.
- This vote was published in The
Hartford Times and The Hartford
Courant for four weeks. This ought
to have held them down, and pro-
| b&bly did,

 Horses And Cows Stray
It may seem surprising how the

owners of the bewildering number

-

of “horses, asses, sheep, cattle and
swine, ete.” could tell their prop-
‘erty apart and find them when they
wanted them, and they probably did
bave a good deal of difficulty at
times, in spite of the brands with
which the creatures were marked.
fntries in the town hooks of the
pearly 1700's tell of estrays, often
deseribed as “in a suffering condi-
tion.” A few quotations advertis-
ing these estrays are given, taken
from the records:

“Hebron, November 17, 1729. We
whose names are underwrit being
called to prize a stray mare in the
custody of Timothy Phelps Juner

/| 8d mare is about two and advantage

old her Coler is that we call Sorel
her feat are white. She has white
in her face an is branded thus U on
ye left shoulder and is prised at
three pounds and ten shillings.”
“October ye 29th day, 1729. We
the inscribers heing desired by Mr.
Willm Buell to a prise a sertaine
heffer tacken up a stray by him our
Judgment is they ye Heffer is worth
three pounds eight shillings. The
sd Heffer is a readis Coller marked
with two slits in the top of ye right

|| eare.

(Signed) Benjamin Neeland
Noah Owen."”
Pounds
At this early date some private-

| ly owned barnyards were used as

pounds where such estrays were
cared for temporarily until they
could be restored to their owners.
If the owners could not be identified
the creatures were probably sold by
the town. Later on public pounds
were built and used. From the first
pound lkeepers were regularly ap-
pointed at the town meetings.

The remains of one such ancient
pound may still be seen in Hebron

| near the old grist mill owned by the

Porter family, on the Hebron-Mar]-
borough road, about a quarter of a
mile west of the village. This pound,
with its high stone walls, dates
from about 1821. It is in a fairly
good state of preservation, but the
gate is gone and the wall has col-
lapsed on one side.




|

Dr. Obadiah Horsford, Hebron's
first physician, who came here from
Windsor; as did so many of the early
settlers of the town, was one of its
outstanding and influential charac-
ters. The name was spelled either
Hosford or Horsford, as it appears
on the town books, but as time went
on the latter gpelling was favored.

For the first few decades of the

| town’s history at least, the doctor

and the minister, Mr. Bliss, appear
to have been the only professional
men living in Hebron, :
Doctor’s Home
Dr. Horsford was born in 1678,
Though not one of the very first
settlers here, he must have come to

| the town in its very early days, as

his name appears on the records in
1714 in connection with road lay-

| ing, meeting-house site, etc. His

land extended 70 rods morth of the
green and up the Andover road be-
yond the old cemetery. His house
was standing and occupied within
the memory of many of our older
residents. It was a picturesque
story and a half house, its walls
shingled on the outside, gray with
age. Its small rooms, low ceilings,
its large chimnpey and tiny window
panes gave it a look of antiquity. Tt
stood about opposite the present
home of Mrs. Mary E. Mitchell on
the Andover road. In its yard was
a well with well-sweep and hanging
bucket. It was a picture for an art-
ist. Only the cellar hole and clumps
of lilacs remain now to mark the
spot where Hebron’s first doctor
lived.

The house became something of a
problem after its use as a dwelling
house was given up and it began to

| pass more and more into decay,

stragglers sometimes making a re-
sort of it and the possibility of 1its
becoming a fire menace feared. The
owners therefore had it torn down
about twenty-five or thirty years
ago., This seems a great pity, for
with a little care and foresight and
at a comparatively slight expense,
it might have been preserved as an
example of the town’s very earliest
colonial houses. It was probably
built somewhere about 1710. Miss
Clarissa L. Pendleton, a sister of the
writer, made a water color sketch of
the house shortly before it was torn
down. This is probably the only
picture of it in existence.

It is said that Dr. Horsford was a

! physician “of the old school.” This

must have been the case or it may
even be regarded as an exaggera-
tion, since the colonies hoasted mo

. kind of medical school, either old or

new, at the time. The General Court
is said to have granted licenses to
those who appeared to be qualified to
practice medicine and surgery, but
licenses were not required by law,
and the majority of those who
wished to qualify as physicians sim-
ply began “riding” with some medi-

' cal man of their acquaintance, gath-

ering what experience they could by
observing his j:_x'qatlpentk of; : _pa"cie’nt_s

| and no doubt

! listening to s homi-
lies as they jogged along on the
homeward way together. When
such a student considered himself
capable of "riding alome" he struck
out for himself and set up his own
practice, Undoubtedly many of the
docfors thus “educated” acquired
real skill and practical ability. Nene,
or practically none, had any claim to
the title M. D., up to 1792, when the
first medical society was organized

in Tolland County.

Begins Practice
Dr. Horsford petitioned the Gen-

| eral Court, 1712, to practice medi-

cine. He had testimonials ffom Dr.

| Gershom Bulkeley, dated May 7,

1712, and one from Dr. Samuel
Mather, dated Windsor, May 132,
1712, who certified “that he had
heard of his practice some years
past, and by the good acceptance he
hath had among his people, and by
what he hath gained by reading and
experience in that science” he ap-
proved of his being allowed a physi-
cian
Dr. Horsford was closely associ- |
ated with the Puritan or Congrega-
tionalist faith during his long and
| useful life of service in FHebron,
and it was in his barn, as we have
seen, that religious services were
- held during the time that the meet-
| ing-house was in Jrocess of huild-
ing.
First Cemetery
A deed of eight or ten acres of
land to Dr. Horsford, March ALty
1720, locates the first graveyard or
| cemetery in the town. The deed
was from Nathaniel and Joseph

| Dewey, and the land is described as

being near the Horsford. house,
“bounded Northerly and Northwest
on ye highway; easterly by Nathan-
iel Man, and south on sd Horsford's

| land, but yet and nothwithstanding,

there is hereby reserved out of yet
sd trace of land four acres of land
for a Burying place to ye use of sd
town of Hebron, and not to be in-
cumbered by sd Horsford nor any-
wise improved to other yn moing or
pastring horses, cattle small, and
sheep, and ye sd Horsford is hereby
bound to maintain convenient bars
or gates for ye town’s use when he
shall fence ye sd Burying place be
ye quantity of acres more or less.”
It is said that the first grave
opened in Hebron was for an infant
child of Dr. Horsford's, perhaps in
this same cemetery, although other
authorities say that the first person
to be buried in it was William Ship--
man, who died September 19, 1725,
from injuries received when he fell
from the roof of his house, on which
he was at work. No stone remains
to mark the spot.
In 1723 Dr. Horsford sold seven

and a half acres of his land purchase
(to Nathaniel Mann, reserving, as
| formerly, three acres for the town
|1'or its burying place, with the priv-
ilege of pasturing, etc. The old
| cemetery was under the control of
| the Mann family for many genera-
tions, and was used as the

| cemetery wuntil other cemsteries
| were opened up in various parts of
the town, when this one gradually
fell into disuse. . e




10 Andrew Mann, a descend-

thaniel, quit-claimed the
f pasturage to the First
_ISoclety and this right still
hol Whet advantage, if any, was.
5&'\!&1‘ ts' n in connection with this
| curious hequest no one now Knows.
Did the school masters tether their
| faithful beasts there and let them
grazc while they applied the birchen
rod and instructed their flocks in
| the rule of three? Did the big boys
| come a-horse back and leave their
| nags there while they sweated over
readin’, writin’, and 'rithmetic? It is
needless to say that at the present
time teachers and supervisors who
come in their smart automobiles,
|and students brought in up-to-date
| school buses would scorn these old-
| time “privileges of the graveyard”
if the vote were brought to their
attention.

Cemetery Association

In 1865 “The Hebron Cemetery
Association” was formed, and land
adjoining and partly surrounding
| the old cemetery was bought. Lots
| were sold, new walls laid, iron gates
|set up, and rings set in stones in
| the walls for .the tethering of
| horses. However, few families are
tburied there now, though the place
|has a charm all its own, with its
| many ancient grave stones and its
.claims to natural beauty. i
~ Descendants of the original share
| holders in the new part of the old
yard now hold the title. They are
J. Ward Porter, Edwin T. Smith,
and Ella J, Little, descendants of
| Deacon Jasper Porter, Seth Smith
|and James H. Jagger, each of whom
| subseribed for ten shares. Other
| subscribers for one share were No-
ble BE. Lord, Royal Porter, and
David Strong. The old part of the
grave yard remains the property of
the town of Hebron.

Dr. Horsford’s grave stone, which
may be seen in the old cemetery to-
day, is a beautifully carved and
very interesting one. The stone is
staunch and strongly set, but the in-
scription is broken and illegible in
| places, and worn almost smooth by
weathering. The insecription follows:

“Died Feb 27, 1741, aged 63
years. These in memory of that
worthy and much serviceable

| and well beloved Capt Mr. Oba-
diah Horsford Capt of the first
- military Company in Hebron
grate praticnor of physick who
after serving God in his gener-
ation and ye puhblick faithfully

many years of thig life and a

patient looking for the blissful

dawn of that illusterous day
wherein our victorious and tri-
umphant Joshua will lead the

Armies of Israel unte” the land

of Canaan and command the

sun of Glory to stand still in

the noon of Beauty and tha.t
‘\ permanent happiness . . . .
an evening did with that other
disciple lean himself upon the
breast of his beloved and by the
| will of God fell asleep in the
cradle,
A, D 1741 The 27th of Febru-
| ary”

At the base of the stone a2 cary-
'ing cen be made out as follows:

“Made by Benjamin Colling, Leb-
anon Crank.”

This inscription, incomplete as it

{is, the few entries on the town

books, and the little that has been
culled as to hiz medical qualifica-
tions are all that remain to tell the
story of Hebron's first medical prae-
titioner.
Dr. Horsford's Family

His wife was Marey ——, and
their children -were John, Daniel,
Joseph, Aaron, Mindwell, Obadiah.

| The  last named was afterwards a

distinguished Colonel in the Revolu-
tionary War. The name of Hors-
ford is no longer heard in Hebron,
though there are probably descend-
ants living in many parts of the
United States. Some of them still
come oceasionally to look up the old
home site and the grave of their an-
cestor.
“Woelves”

That wolves were a real cause of
anxiety and danger fto the town is
shown by an entry on the town
books as follows:

“Feb. ye 22, 1730-1 (Page 111,
first book of town meetmgs) "Twas
voted that the town of Hebrem for
the inCoriagement of Killing of
woolves grant that if any man be-
longing to sd town of Hebron shall
kill any pgrone woolfe within sd
town bounds he shall have a reward
for his so doing ten pounds to be
paid out of ye town (treasury and
five pounds for every woolfs wheip
sd money to be raised upon Every
Man according to their lists and that
if they kill any woolf as above sd in
ye bounds of any town next adjoin-
ing on ours they shall have as above
sd and if ye towns of Lebanon, Col-
chester, Glassingbery, Bolton or
Coventry do advance for ye killing
woolves as above sd and grant that
any of Hebron men killing within
any of their towns Shall have out of
their treasury as above sd, that then
any belonging to ye sd towns ahove
sd shall have out of our treasury as
above granted.”

For some reason this vote was re-
scinded the following year. Perhaps
it was too great a strain on the
treasury. The reward seems to have
been surprisingly large when com-
pared with the minister's salary.

If any reader should entertain the
idea that the town fathers of He-

| bron were unusually poor spellers,
let them look over the books of other

towns or cities at the same period,
and it will be seen that Hebron
scribes were not the only ones
capable of spelling one word in half
a dozen different ways. Moreover,
this hard band of settlers it was of
vastly more importance to be able to
kill a “grone woolfe” or to build a
“hous” than to be able to spell the
words according to the dictionary.




The town of Hebron confirued to!

grow steadily, if slowly, in its po -

lation, and by the year 1730 the |t

of men who took the freeme ‘s

oath, as recorded on the town bouks,
gives 160 names, The town had then
been settled only a little more than

twenty years. The increase in popu-
lation apparently had the effect of
adding to the problems incidental
to its development.

It was probably during the stormy
time in the ranks of the establish-
ed Congregationalists or Puritans

which led to the dismissal of the

Rev. John Bliss, sending him and

‘| his adherents into the arms of the

Mother Church of England (as told
in a previous chapter) that an
amusing incident occurred which is
related in John W. Barber's,
“Connecticut Historical Collect.!on."
(published 1836) and gquoted ver-
batim below,
© ‘The Two Letters

“The Rev. Mr. Bulkeley of
Colchester, Conn., was famous
in his day as a casuist and sage
counsellor. A church in his
neighborhood had fallen into
unhappy divisions and conten-
tions, which they were unable
to adjust among thenselves.
(It is a matter of common
knowledge that this was the
Hebron church, though Barber
does not make the statement).
They deputed one of their num-
ber to the venerable Bulkeley
for his services, wijh a request
that he would send it to them
in writing.

The matters were taken into
serious consideration, and the
advice, with much deliberetion,
committed to writing.

It so happened that Mr.
Bulkeley had a farm in the ex-
treme part of the town, upon
which he entrusted a tenant.
In superseribing the two letters
the one for the church was di-
rected to the tenant, and the
one for the tenant to the
church.

‘The church was convened to
hear the advice which was to
settle all their disputes. The
moderator read as follows:

‘“You will see to the repair of
the fences, that they be built
high and strong, and you. will
take special care of the old
black bull.

This mystical advice puzzled
the church at first, but an
interpreter among the more
discerning ones was socon found
who said, ‘Brethren, this is the
very advice we most need; the
directions to repair the fence is
to admonish us to take good
heed In the admission and goy-
ernment of our membhers; we
must guard the church by our
Master's laws, and keep out
strange cattle from the fold.
And we must in a particular

| manner set a watenful guard
| over the Devil, the old black
bull, who has done us so much
hurt of late.

All perceived the wisdom and’
fitness of Mr. Bulkeley's ad-
vice, and resolved to be govern-
ed by it. The consequence was,
all the animogities subsided and
harmony was restored to the
long afflicted church. What the
| subject of the letter was to the
| tenant, and what good effect it
| had upon him the story does

not tell.”

It can easily be seen how qulck-
ly the strife-wearied forefathers
who attended that solemn meeting
must have jumped to the conclusgion
that it was John Bliss himself, their
minister, who typified the “‘old black
bull,” in other words the Devil, and
his followers the “strange cattle”
to be ejected from the fold at any
cost.

Tha Poem

In the columns of The New York
Tribune appeared, some fifteen or
twenty years ago a poem telling the
|| stary of Parson Bulkeley's advice to
the Hebron church, and the clip-
ping, yellowed with age, was lent to
|| the writer by a friend in Colchester.
| The name of the author of the poem
could not be ascertained, initials
[|only being signed. Very likely it
Swas written by a Bulkeley descen-
-dant, the last initial heing B.

The poem follows, as quoted from
The Tribune:

ORACLE
(G. 8. B. in New York Tribune)

| “Bulkeley of Colchester stretched

{ yvawned and sighed,

|| Folded the foolscap sheets,
to each applied

Its wafers, t%en he rose and
crossed the room,

And looked out on his apple trees
in bloom.

“The church in Hebron, like these
orchard trees

May yet bear precious fruit if
Heaven please,”

He mused, "I pray her promise
be not lost

Through fatal tempest or
untimely frost.

| Scmetimes my head is sick, my

whole heart faints

| O'er this unceasing strife among
the saints.

It must be meant that in
Another sphere

Peacemalkers shall be hlest—
Not now or here.”

And then John Bulkeley, having
nibbed anew

His pen, with flourish snarled
and curlicue

Directed his two letters,
In due course

The Hebron church folk were
convened (n force

To hear the awaited words of
counsel read.

"My brethren all,” the moderator

| said,

“Our Reverend adviser writes,
'Repair




r fences now, and take

~ especial care

| Of the old black bull,' Thege
words of his appear

Of mystic purport, very far
from clear.

I therefore call on any
who may choose.

To give a full expression.
of their views.”

At that a member said: “My
friends, indeed,

| This seems to me the advice that:

most we need.

Repair your fences means we
should take heed

Whom we admit and in
our number hold—

Strange cattle have brought discord
to the fold.

The old black bull most plainly
signifies

The Devil, and so we, my friends,

if wise,

Against that ancient enemy
shall set

A double guard, that he may
never get

Rampant again among us.”
Then a hum

Of approbation hailed this Daniel
come

To judgment. It was voted that
they try

The Bulkeley plan;
and ere a month went by

The Hebron church, to harmony
restored,

Elessed sage John Bulkeley's name
and praised the Lord....

| But on a distant farm

In Colchester town

| John Bulkeley's tenant,

with a puzzled frown,
Conned o'er a lengthy missive—
and in vain;
Grumbling, ‘Why should he write
in this here strain?
There's something loose
in Dom’nie Bulkeley's brain’.”
How pleasant it would be to take
this delightful little story at its face
value, and to believe that the dif-

|| ficulties of the Hebron church were

so easily settled. However, as the
Rey. John Bulkeley died in 1731,
and as the bickerings and disagree-
ments, as shown by the records,
continued until a much later date, it
is probable that there was merely
a temporary lull in “the unceasing
strife among the saints.”

Someone has said that “almost
everybody” in Colchester is descend-
ed from John Bulkeley, the foreign
residents of course excepted. It is
also true that there are some of his

i| descendants now living in Hebron,
| The name Bulkeley has died out

even in Colchester. John Bulkeley
is buried in the old fashioned grave

yard in the rear of the Colchester

drug rug stors, and & visit to his grave
is well worth while, even if one is
not a descendant. -

A table stone supported by four

pillars marks his resting place. This

stone was repaired and put into
splendid shape within the past few
years by descendants. It bears the

| Bulkeley coat of arms.

The name Bulkeley was spelled in
various ways, after the custom of
our forefathers in the matter of

| spelling, Buckley, Bulkley, etc., but

in this chapter the spelling used is
the same as that on the Bulkeley
tombstone in Colchester, as well as
on family papers,




[

|

The Rev. Benjamin Pomeroy .
At the Helm In Hebron

The “Old Black Bull”, in the per-
zon of the Rev. John Bliss, and ais
followers, those ‘strange cattle,
those Northerners”—who were de-
termined to have Hebron's house of
worship up on Godfrey Hill instead
of at the Green, were ousted from
the ranks of the established Con-
gregationalists or Puritans, and
landed in the arms of the Church of
Epgland. Perhaps there came a
kind of breathing spell when it was
felt that a definite corner had been
turned.

The first thing done was to call
another minister, and Ilucky indeed
were the ‘Southernmers” to secure
the Rev. Benjamin Pomeroy, a man
of real worth and talents, who from
that time on devoted himself to the

services of his people at Hebron to

the end of his long and useful life,

- It was too bad that they had to
begin arguing again quite so soon,
if indeed they ever stopped at all
(Argue is a mild word to use, but
let it stand.) The fact is that the
same causes that led to Mr. Bliss's
dismissal as minister still persisted.
Should they or should they not
build a new meeting house, and if
80 just where should it stand?
Ought the large and now unwieldy
parish to be divided into smaller
ones, separate ecclesiastical socie-
ties, each with a minister of its
town? These were guestions still
unanswered.

Violent feeling was aroused by
digscussion of these questions, and
town meeting after town meeting
was called, and votes were taken at
one meeting and reconsidered and
rescinded at the next. The town
baoks are full of the accounts of
such doings. Perhaps it is unneces-
sary to remind the reader that all
town meetings of that time were
held in the meeting-house, as town
and church affairs were conducted
as one.

Town Meetings

One sample of the action taken
at one of these town meetings is of
interest and shows a rather original
way of counting votes:

“Hebron, July ye 26, 1738, at a
town meeting Major Rodger Woleott
moderator. ¥You that are of opinion
that it is for the peace and hest
good of this town to be divided into
two ecclesiastical societies go out
of the west Dore and stand in a
body until you are counted and you
that are of the opinion that it is
for the peace and best good of this
town to remain in one Eccl. Society

8o out at ye Hast Dore and stand

in & body till you are counted. The
number that went out ye East Dore
were 77 in number, the number that
went out the West Dore was 48.”
This item also serves to give us a
picture of the first meeting-house,
with its east and west doors. That
there was also a south door is shown
by other entries on the town books,
this door being utilized in the same
fashion as the ones above in count-
ing the numberless votes taken on
problems to be decided. The south
door was used as the main door, and
faced the green.

‘This rough idea of the buuamg
corresponds to the description given
by Professor Williston Walker in his
History of Congregational Churches
in the United States, in which he
says:

“The meeting-house of Colonial
days was prevailingly a square or
slightly oblong structure, entered
by a door on the side and at each
end, and having within a pulpit well
raised up on the side wall opposite
the main door, from which, nearly
to the pulpit a broad aisle ran.”

Of course it was only the men
who could vote at these town meet-
ings, By footing up the number of
those who stood in the various doors
to register their votes, it will be seen
that there were 125 of them at that
particular meeting. Think of any
kind of a religious service in He-
bron today with 125 men attending.
But it must be remembered that
the parish was much larger thsn
than now, taking in, besides the
whole of Gilead, parts of Marlbor-
ough and Andover.

This sort of thing went on for
12 years or more until finally, May
1747, the General Court made An-
dover into a separate society, taking
in the northeastern part of Hebron,
and portions of Lebanon and Coven-
try. At the same time Marlhor-
ough was set off as a separate so-
ciety. This took a big slice off from
Hebron's western area, together
with portions of Colchester and
Glastonbury.

Parish Split Up

In the fall of that same year it
was voted that the northwest cor-
ner of the town should be set off as
a-separate ecclesiastical society. Ap-
plication had been made to the Gen-
eral Court in 1746 for the incorpora-
tion of this society, and it was popu-
larly known as the “Fawn Hill" so-
ciety. Perhaps this name had its
origin from Fawn Brook, which
flows through Gilead and empties
into Blackledge or Unguoshot River
in Marlborough. Legend says that
in the early days of the settlement
one of the planters found a dead
fawn by the side of the brook in
Gilead, and from this incident the
brook received its name, which it
retains to the present day.

At the time this application was
made it was requested that the
new gociety be named Rehoboth.
The Iower house voted favorably on
this name, but for some reason the
Senate chose to change the name
to Gilead. ;

There are eight Gileads in the
United States, all of which seem to
be very tiny places. It is the kind
of name which ought to be given to
small and charming villages, and in

this instance it seems well bestow-

ed, and one is not inclined to quar-
rel with the Senate which rejected
Rehoboth, though that name top, has
a nice ring,
One Argument Ends

After this splitting up of the large
parish of Hebron into smaller ones,
the various religious bodies of An-
dover, Marlborough and Gilead
maintained each its own minister
and house of worship, and thus one
great source of contention came teo
an end. Those faithful Congre-




- “gationalists who lived several miles

from Hebron Green no longer had
" to brave the hardships of wintal
z weather, the mud of spring and the
heat of summer to get to the meet-

at 9 o'clock Sunday morning, there
to stay not only to hear the preach-
|| er expound his text for an hour or
two in the morning, but to rema:n
for a long drawn out afternoon
meeting as well. It must have been
much easier for the people to have

hand, although the expense would
naturally have been considerably
greater than formerly, But the
town was increasing in population
from year to year, and the handling
of the people by one minister in one

- difficult.

In connection with the difficulty
of deciding on the question of divid-
ing the town into separate religious
societies, a map was made by one
|| Isaac Pinney in 1744, which shows
the location of the houses and the
roads connecting them. There were
|{ 189 houses shown on the map, with
|| the names of the settlers occupying’
|| them. As those were the days of
| large families a fair estimate would
be ten to a family, thus showing a
population of nearly 2,000, rather
too large for one minister to serve,
or even two, for the Rev. John Bliss,
with his faithful band of wor-
shippers ought not to be overlooked.

Although Andover and Marlhor-
ough became separate towns as well
as separate religious societies,
Gilead remained and still is a village
within the town of Hebron, subject
to its laws and under its jurisdic-
| tion. )

Dr. Benjamin Pomeroy

| “There were giants in those days.”
| This quotation, taken from the Old
Testament, has been used many
times in history sketches to apply
to the Rev. Benjamin Pomeroy, D.D,,
second pastor of the Hebron Congre-
gationalists,

Mr. Pomeroy was born in Suffield,
November 19, 1704, the son of Jo-
seph, and the descendant of Eltweed,
first Pomeroy settler in this coun-
try, who came to Windsor in 1636.

Benjamin Pomeroy graduated

— e

| from Yale, 1733, with highest hon-

| ors. He not only stood first in his
| class, but to him and to his class-
mate, KEleazer Wheelock (after-
wards Dr. Wheelock) to whom he
had become deeply attached, was
awarded the first Berkeley prize for
superior merit in literature,

Mr. Pomeroy, at his ordination,
December 16, 1735, was installed
“pastor of the town of Hehron,”
thus ignoring the very existence of
John Bliss and his little band of
churchmen,

The Minister Weds

It was guite natural that when

| the new minister was ready to pick

out a helpmeet he should select-the

|| sister of his bosom friend, Dr.
| Wheelock. Abigail Wheelock was

only seventeen when, October 24,
1734, she became the wife of Ben-
jamin Pomeroy. Rather young, we

should think it nowadays to assume

|| ing-house on the *“Plain of Mamre"

their places of worship nearer at

parish was becoming increasingly

the dignity and responsibility called
for in a minister's wife. =

Dr. Wheelock was settled in the
neighboring town of Columbia, or
rather, there was not any Columbia
at that time, but what is now Co-
lumbiza Green was then a part of the
so-called Lebanon Crank, which toolk

1 its name from the fancied resem-

blance to a handle or crank. Here
Wheelock founded the famous In-
dian school, from which sprang
Dartmouth College. Dr. Pomeroy
was one of the original trustees of
this college, and continued as such
until his death.

The Wheelock residenée, in the

|| great kitchen of which the Indian

school is said to have taken its orig-
inal start, is still standing, and s
now owned and occupied by H. Wel-
ton Porter, formerly of Hebron.
The school house, where the Indian

|| school was housed after getting its
| start, also stands, and is in use as

a public school on Columbia Green.

It has been remodeled, but timbers

and framework are that of the old
building.

The Ministers Salary s

In town meeting, October, 1735, it

was voted “to give the Rev. Mr.

|| Pumry 140 pounds a year, if he con-

tinues with us in the ministry, to be
paid in grain as the market now is."
They were more generous later on.
One year his salary was 175 bushels
of Indian corn, & bushels of wheat,
1400 pounds pork, 2091 pounds of

|| beef, and also 12 pounds for fire-’

wood."”

Well, “Mr. Pumry” was settled in
the town of Hebron, with his wife
and growing family. The town was
divided up into smaller parishes, and
that vexatious guestion was put to
rest. But heated argument arose
about the building of a new meet-
ing-house. The old structure was
in a ruinous condition and it was
quite obvious that something must
be done, either to patch up the old

‘| one or to tear it down and build a

'| new one.

Matters were brought to a crisis

| when, October 8, 1747, the old meet-

ing-house went up in flames. The
fire- was caused by an incendiary,
said to be a half-witteed young man
of the neighborhood who was hired

| for the purpose. The young man

was Moses Hutchinson, of the old
Hebron family of that name. He
was afterwards prosecuted and com-
mitted to jail for the crime, the real
offender or offenders who had insti-
gated the deed probably escaping
punishment, But perhaps the fel-

{| low was not so half-witted after all.

That may have been a bid for sym-
pathy and leniency. |

The burning of the meeting-house
caused a great scandal and uproar,
and excitement fairly seethed as the

'| news slowly penetrated to the vari-

ous parts of the town to those wor-
shippers who lived remote from the
center. | ;

-It proved, however, in some wWays,
not to be.so unfortunate an occur-
rence, since at least it settled the
question of whether there should be

a new gneeting-hcuse.




snidous resilts in the number
versions made, and it is not
ising that the young _He‘bron
ainister caught the inspiration and
‘about following his example in
a smaller way.
- Zeal for Religion

It seems incomprehensible, with
lour present idea of religious free-
dom, freedom of speech, etc., that
'Dr, Pomeroy should have got him-
'self into difficulties on account of
his zeal for religion and: his deter-
mination to spread the gospel even
outside the bounds of his own par-
|ish, giving rise to trouble with the
authorities and causing him a good
deal of personal privation and an-
‘noyance. :
i ]yin explanation it may. be said that
{ there was much hostility at the time
‘in religious circles between the “‘new
ights”” and the “old lights”. The
“gld lights’, who were in the sad-
dle and- had hold of the reins of
government, were greatly opposed
fo the revivalistic methods used by
| Whitefield and others of the then
| modern school of preaching.
| The frenzied emotional appeal, the
| shouting, screaming, the working
‘up of hearers into a religious
| gestacy, causing hysteria, swoons,
“jerks”, and the like, all these
{devices, said to be the stock in
_trade of the “new lights”, were con-
sidered undignified and unchristian
by their oppenents, the “old lights”.
who believed in a more sober and
conservative appeal for the saving
of souls. Perhaps, too, the old
lights were a little jealous of the
younger and more ardent clergy,
‘who wers having such spectacula
suecess with the masses. :

" Dr. Pomeroy Arrested

Tn 1742 the General Assembly
passed an act making it a punish-
.able offense’ for a minister to
“preach, teach or publicly exhort,
in any town or society within this
colony; without the desire and Ii-
' cense of the settled minister and the
major part of the church of said
town and society,” ete. Thus it
. came about that Dr. Pomeroy was
arrested, along with the Rev. James
Dayenport, for having committed
great disorders. Dayenport had
convened great assemblies at Straf-
ford, and Pomeroy had worked with
him, preaching and exhorting in the
approved new light style. The Gen-
eral Assembly decided to transport
Davenport to Southhold, Long
Island, where he strictly belonged,
and Pomeroy's case was dismissed
for lack of sufficient evidence, Pom-
eroy. was treated rudely, and a sup-
posed attempt was made to push
him down the stairs of the court
house, but he saved himself by a

leap.
']?his was enly the beginning of his
troubles, however. Trumbull tells
! the story of his later arrest. (Page
1323, Vol. 2, Trumbull reprint.)
‘"Some. time after, a lecture was
appointed in Colchester, for Mr.
Pomeroy to preach, Himself and
My. Little, the pastor, had always
' lived. in harmony; their parishes
_joined each other. Mr. Pomeroy
went from home supposing that he
was ahout to afford him brotherly

| a1ssistance and to oblige his people.
But, entirely contrary to his expec-
‘ationg, Mr. Little, either from his
Zown private feelings or from the
|| influence of some of his principal
|| hearers, forhade his going into the

.| meeting house. Thers was a great

collection of people from Colches-
ter and the neighboring towns who
were earnest to hear the word. Mr.
Pomeroy, considering that many
saints might P quickened, strength-
ened and comforted, and that some
souls might possibly be saved from
death by his preaching, therefore
judged it his indispensable duty to
preach. Accordingly he retired a
little distance from the meeting-
house to the shade of a grove, and
preached to a very numerous audi-
tory. A certificate was lodged
against him, and for seven years
he was deprived of his salary.”
Satan Raged!

Mr. Trumbull proceeds: “It was
now a very critical and momentous
period with the churches, for while
the spirit of God wrought powec-
fully, Satan raged maliciously, and
playing with his old subtleties, by
transforming himself into an angel
of light, deceived many.”

Later on the secretary of the
colony was reguired to “arrest the
body of Mr. Benjamin Pomeroy,
clerk, of Hebron, wherever he might
be found, and bring him hefors the
assembly to answer for such matters
and things as are complained of
igflfinst him, on his Majesty’'s be-

a ‘li

This was for another offense, that
of having criticised ‘“the late laws
of this colony, made concerning ec-
clesiastical affairs.” He had de-
clared openly that “the law which;
was made to stop ministers from go-
ing about to preach in other towns
was made without reason and was

1 contrary to the word of God.”

He had also been known to say
that “the great men had fallen in
with those that were on the devil’s
side, and enemies to the kingdom of
Christ; that they had raised such
persecution in the land that if there
be a faithful minister of the Lord
Jesus he must lose his estate; that
if there be a faithful man in eivil
authority he must lose his homour
and usefulness; and that there was
no colony so bad as Connecticut for
persecuting laws.”

Convicted and Fined

When news of this audacious
speech reached the Assembly of
May, 1744, it was in short order
that they found Mr. Pomeroy guil-
| ty, ordered him to pay the cost of
| prosecution, around 32 pounds, and
placed him in a bond of 50 pounds
until the next session, when he was
to appear before the Assembly Lu

| take up his bond, on condition of his

peaceable behavior till that time. |

Trumbull says: *“Whilse Mr. Pom-
eroy was deprived of his lawful sal-
ary and thus harassed and put to ex-
pense he had this consolation—that
| his people were generally pious,
peaceable and friendly, and express-
ed their good will towards him in
| voluntarily - supporting him; and
| while large separations were yoing
off from other ministers and




_ unarch Building Planned
During the year when the burning
‘occurred, ten society meetings were

 held to consider about the building

of the new house of worship. It
was finally decided to build one 60
by 48 feet, and 25 foot posts, on the
spot where the old one stood, on the
Soldiers' Park, as the site is now
‘called. The new meeting-housg was
built in 1748 ,and it contained some
of the timbers that were already
hewed for an addition to the old
building, and which were saved from
the fire. Some of these same tim-
bers were also used in the building
of the third meeting-house, destroy-
eed by fire in 1882, remembered hy
Hebron people of the older genera-
tion.

The first house of worship stood
'31 years, the second 81 years. The
third, which was dedicated January
1, 1829, “To Father, Son, and Holy
Ghost”, stood for 53 years, until
1882, when the present one was

built.

During the year following the or-
dination of Mr. Pomeroy as pastor
of the Hebron Congregationalists he
received into the church, 30 persons,
and in 1737, 35 others.

More about his life and work in
‘Hebron will be told in another
chapter.

Of this worthy divine, second i)ﬁ.’ﬂ-'
tor of the Hebron Congregational-
ists, the Rev. Benjamin Trumbull,

| Lhe well known historian, says:

“Mr., afterwards Dr. Pomeroy,
was a man of real genius, grave, sol-
emn and weighty in his discourses;
they were generally well composed
and delivered with a great degree
of animation, zeal and affection. He
appeared to have & deep conecern
for the salvation of his hearers, and
often in his addresses to them, and
his exzpostulations and pleadings
with them to be reconciled to God,
to forsake the foolish way and live,
would melt into tears and weep over
them. His language was good, and
he might be reckoned among the
_best preachers of his day. He could
set the terrors of the Lord in awful
array before sinners, and show them
in an alarming manner, the slippery
places on which they stood. With
equal advantage he could represent
the wonders of Christ’s love, his
glory, the sufficiency of his right-
eousness, and the blessedness of all
who would be reconciled unto God
through Him.” '

These two clergymen, Pomeroy
and Trumbull, must have been per-
sonal acquaintances and old friends,
though there was a difference of
about thirty years in their ages.
Mr. Trumbull, whose history of Con-

| necticut is so justly famed, was
born in Gilead, and he probably
| knew every man, woman and child

in the whole town. A chapter will
be devoted to his interesting life a

| little later.

Friend of Whitefield

Another celebrated preacher, the
| Rev. George Whitefield, fampus Eng-
lish evangelist who visited this coun-
| try in colonial days at the time of
“the great awakening”, was said to
be an intimate friend and corre=
spondent of Dr. Pomeroy. Whether
Whitefield ever actually visited He-
bron is perhaps a question, although
the Rev. Samuel Peters, another
ministerial friend of Dr. Pomeroy's,
himself a historian of sorts, strong-
ly implies that he did, when he
quotes Whitefield as saying:
“Hebron is the stronghold of
Satan; for its people mightily oppose
the work of the Lord, being more
fond of earth than heaven.” (Pe-
ters' General History of Connecti-
cut, reprint, 1877, page 140.)
Peters goes on to say, in the same
| connection: “This town is honoured
by the residence of the Rev. Benja-
min Pomeroy, an excellent scholar,
an exemplary gentleman, and a most
thundering preacher of the New-
Light order. His great abilities
procured him the favour and honour
of being the instructor of Abimileck,
the present king of Mohegin. He
is of a very persevering, soversign
disposition, but just, polite, gener-
ous, charitable, and without dis-
simulation. Avis alba.”

- Whether Whitefield ever preached
in Hebron or nof, he certainly had
a great influence on young Pomeroy.
The "great evangelist was doing a
wonderful work both in England and

'in this country, holding meetings
everywhere, in season and out, with




|  ©On one of the lots belonging to
this , a8 gseen from the road, &
little north of Hebron village, there
are so many rocks and stones that
it looks as if a glacier back in the
| ice age had given itself a vigorous
shake just at that point. And no
| doubt that is just what did happen,
| though it may have been a slump
instead of a shake., It is not sur-
prising that .he text for one of the
| minister’s sermons was taken from
Amos 6-12, “Shall horses run upon
the rock? Can one plow there with
oxen?”
| In" addition to preaching and
farming Dr. Pomeroy also found
| time to be a soldier, and in this ca-
| pacity he won for himself no mean
| name. When his first-born son, Ben-
| jamin, Jr., enlisted as physician in
the French and Indian war, Dr.
| Pomeroy himself enlisted as chap-
| lain. After his return home to He-
bron he wrote to a younger son,
| Ralph, who was at the Rev. Samuel
| Pinley’s, Nottingham, Pern,, telling
| of the death of Benjamin. The letter
is dated Hebron, November 15, 1760,
| and a copy of it is owned by Miss
Caroline E. Kellogg, a descendant of
. Dr. Pomeroy. The lefter reads in
t-

“My dear Son:
“I've been favored with two lst-
ters from you since you left home,
" | one dated March 18, 1760, which I
]rece!ved some time in May follow-
ing. The other January 5th, which
| came some days later and have
| wrote as many if not more with as
particular accounts of our circum-
stances as I conveniently could and
| thought I had good prospects of
| Safe Conveyance and am much af-
. fected to hear by your last to your
Hond mother that you have received
none. May we see. the hand of
Providence in ye disappointment. I
have not time now co’ld T recollect
ye contents of those Iletterz to
write them in full and must there-
tore refer you for a satisfactory ac-
| count of many changes in our fam-
ily, before and since, to that much
 desired day when I may see you
again at home and converse Viva
. Voce, Now be sure I may no long-
| er preface the sorrowful news, ye
main subject of this letter. But as
' a righteous and wise Providence too
deep for human sight to penetrate
iz calling me and your Hond mother
to mourn the loss of a dear, a first-
| born son. So you, my dear child,
may no longer refrain from your
tears, for ye heavy loss of 'yvour
elder, your dear brother Benjami.
He expired at Schenectady, Wed,
Oct. 29, and was there the day fol-
lowing decently interred. 'Twas
| there he was stationed as yoli know
the last campaign and there a
| twelve month agoe he was sick nigh
(unto death. I was so happy then
| a8 to be with hin» when at ye worst
ten days or more and thro' infinite
| mercy he was so far recovered as to
| ride home with me But his frequent
relapses, faints, inquietudes and dis-
| composures in the ensuing winter
‘are too many here to relate. In
| March he was appointed Chief Sur-

geon of a Regimeént and his health
!beiug in a measure restored he ac-
| cepted that post and to prepare for
| ve camp where 'twas expected as
| has since happened, the small pox
wd be frequent. He took that in-
| fection by inoculation some time in
May at Lebanon under Doct. Lord
of Norwich, got well thro’ and tho
very weak yet tho’t himself relieved
of some old disorders. But as T then
feared and am now confirmed in
 the opinion, was not fit to under-
take the fatigues cf the campagne
into which he was now hurried. I-
had’ the happiness to be with him
the most of the way thro' our long
and tedious march to Montreal by
way of Oswego. He was all the
while in a tottering, uncertain state,
yet performed his business well,
which was very considerahle. Doctor
. Turner, his mate, being left at
Schenectady and Doct. Wright,
Chief Surgeon of Colo. Whiting's
Reg., dying at Oswego. ;
Further Adventures
“Two deys before we came to
[. Montreal I was violently seized with
[Tthe usual cramp disorders, yet held
out to march to the city, where I lay
sometime nigh unto death Immedi-
ately after the capitulation our
Regt. with other Provincials were
ordered back to Oswego up the
same terrible rapid stream we had
just passed down with so much dif-
ficulty, hazard, and loss. 1 was full
of concern for them all and espe-
cially for your poor brother who
was then but just able to walk and
quite despairing of myself to at-
tend the Regt. any further and ad-
vised by my Colonels Fitch and Put-
nam to tarry at Schenectady untill
1 might recover my health and go
home by the way of Crown Point,
I had 2 mind your Brother sha'd
tarry with me; and he was advised
to by others. But he replied he
tho't he ecouldn't do it with Honour
|and Justice to the Regt there was
nobody to take care of the medi-
cines and sick and he wouid go with
them as long as he co'ld. He hoped
|{ to recover his health in sume meas-
|| ure even on the march. After about
|| ten days confinement I marched
homeward not without difficulty;
 yet arrived Oct, 8 found the family
well but heard nothing of your
Brother untill we had the sorrowful
| account of his sickness and soon
after the heavy news of his death
and burial; which came in three let-
|| ters from your brother Eleazer who
|| was there at Albany the 1st and last
|| of which letters 1 here enclose for
|| you. You will be informed by 1st
|| that he was in a low state of health
himself and probably hindered by
that from going to his Brother be-
fore he dyed, yet attended his funer-
al, but is, as I learn from someone |
who has seen him in a poorer state
of health than his letters describe.
| I have this day sent him a horse to
ride home. He was nigh unto deatn
|| last Winter at Albany when he took
the Small Pox by inoculation by rea-
|| son of taking cold, yet thro' Infinite
Mercy restored and has been in
|| health and much business since... ;?




|tions: “Sir, those years were the

|1zboring with them to show them the

{wherever I found two men and a

| come along. In fact, the minister's

lleral strangers coming unexpectedly

||ily to feed it is not surprising that
/[ there was little left to set before the
| visitors, but Mrs. Pomeroy was
|equal to the occasion, though all she
{had left in the house from which
|to prepare a meal was bread, sugar
/|and cider. :

| ter than you deserve.”

was separating | him. He was
popular, and wherever he preached
people would flock to hear him.”

~ In later years Mr. Pomeroy said 1o
a friend, in speaking of his persecu-

‘churches, not a family or individual
from him.

most fruitful of my life, for I went
up and down the country, and

haystack, there I found a pulpit and
a congregation.” :

That his work was rich in results
is shown by his record during the
first seven years of his ministry in

| Hebron, 239 souls being admitted

to the church by profession and 25

| by letter, and the following year
1110 were admitted.

This was the sort of text from
which he preached:
“Those whose souls are immersed

|in sin will join their kindred and

be partakers of their plagues in
everlasting woe.”

Probably he did not always select
a text so full of hell fire and brim-
stone, but he was a literal believer
in eternal punishment for sinners,
and helieved it to be his solemn duty
to warn his hearers to prepare them-
selves against the terrors of the day
of doom. He would no doubt stand
aghast at what he would consider
the softness and laxity of present
day preachigl.'

ge Family

The Pomeroys had thirteen chil-
dren in all, eight of whom lived to
grow up. It certainly must have
taken a great deal of ingenuity to
find the wherewithal to feed, clothe
and educate such a flock, especially
for a man whose salary had been
taken away from him, But the
Pomeroys did it by hook or by crook,
and even sent two of the boys to
college.

All this time they were supposed
to be hospitable, too, and feed and
entertain any traveler who might

house was regarded as a sort of
hotel.

One story has come down from
the past, which I suppose every
Hebron person has heard, of sev-

to the parsonage. With such & fam-

She crumbed the bread into the
cider, sweetened it with the sugar,
and invited the strangers to sit
down at the table, saying: “If you
love the Lord you will be thankful
for this, and if you don't it is bet-

 Descendants have preserved tradi-
tions, as handed down from accounts
given by Dr. Pomeroy's daughter,
describing how the house often used
to be thronged with people suffer-
ing from the most distressing con-
viction of sin. Groaning and tor-
'mented such enquirers would often
'stay until the small hours of the
night, with the faithful minister

way and bring them peace. This all

seems rather wonderful, and one

| wonders if there are anywhere such
/| earnest souls at the present time.’
|| Perhaps we need a little more “new
([light” just for' a change. - = |

More about Dr, Pomeroy must be
|| reserved for another chapter.

\ Rev. Benjamin Pomeroy -
Referring again to the question ag
tp whether the famous evangelist,
Whitefield, who so greatly infiu-
enced Dr. Pomeroy, ever preached
within the limits of Hebron, a quo-
tation from a historical sketch of
Colchester by Mr. Edward Day is of
interest. Mr. Day states that the
nearest point to that town where
' Whitefield is known to have preach-
ed was Middletown. As Colchester
is nearer Hebron than Middletown,
this makes it appear that there is
no record of his ever having preach-
ed here, However, ex-Governor John
8. Peters, in his personal memoirs
and historical sketch of the town
of Hebron makes the statement that
the famous remark of Whitefield's,
“You Hebronians are more fond of
| the flesh than of the spirit, and of
earth than heaven,” was made in
the course of a sermon delivered by
the great preacher in Hebron.

By the way, how many readers
have ever noticed the great white
oak tree in the outskirts of Glaston-
bury, standing close by the roadside
on the way from Hebron and Marl-
borough to Hartford? This Lree,
said to be betweep three and four
hundred years old, bears a placard
atating that under its shade White-
field preached to a great multitude.
Ag thiz spot could not have been
very far from the Hebron line at ‘he
time, large parts of Marlborough
then being included in Hebron terri-,
tory, this may have been the very
place and time when the scathing
remark about Hebron morals was
made. Certainly there must have
been many Hebron people there
among that throng of listeners.

The house where Dr. FPomeroy
| lived is no longer standing. It stood
| on the site of the place now owned
| by John Palmer, and formerly

known as the Nelson Loomis or
Humphrey Fuller place. One of the
| 1ots belonging to the farm is even
now known as “the Pomeroy mead-
| ow.* For besides heing a minig-
| ter Dr. Pomeroy was also a farme.,
eking out from his rough stony land
| such subsistence as he could to piece
| out his precarious and meager sal-
ary and keep in good condition his

large, growing, hungry family.
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“We are not alone in our mourn-
ing, there has been and still is a
great Mortality in the Army among

| the Provincial Troops. About 14

from this town are dead, among
whom is Lieut. Beriah Wright;
whose well beloved wife died sud-
denly at her father’s house three
months before him. O may such
loud alarms be heard and noticed by
us all.” ‘

The father closes his letter by of-
fering to send to his son a horse by
a friend, also “cloathing” suitable
for his mourning conditions, and
signs himself “Your Most Affection-

| ate Father.”

No comment is necessary on the
story, so simply told, of the young
Hebron physician, Benjamin Pom-

|eroy, Jr., only twenty-four years

old, and as truly a martyr to duty
and patriotism as can be found on
any page of history.

Of particular interest to Hebron
people is an extract from the diary
of a Hebron lad, one David Porter,
fourteen years of age, who gives the
account of the way in whick news
of the first battle of the Revolution
was brought to the town. This ac-
count was first published in the
Hartford Evening FPost, of Dec. 9,
1889. Where the diary now is and
exactly who David Porter was I
have not been able to discover. I
should be very grateful of anyone

t who could shed any light on the sub-
| ject. The extract may be read from

a clipping in a scrap book at the

town clerk’s office. The book was
presented by Mrs. William J. Carroll
of Hartford, daughter of the late F.

material on the town history, col-
lected by Mr. Bissell through the
greater part of his lifetime.

The part of the extract particu-

I larly applicable here is given below:

Hebron Lad's Adventure
“T lived in Hebron at the time of

| the opening of the American Revo-

lution, being then in my 14th year.
The battle of Lexington was fought
(Wednesday) the 19th of April,
1775. We were in the church on the

Sahbath, & warm and pleasant cay

|| & large congregation was present. It

the aifernoon a gentleman rode uj
with great speed to the steps. Colo
nel Hosford received him. The max
told the Colonel that there had beex
a battle and some were killed. Hi
came into the house and addressing
the minister, told him the story. Dr
Pomeroy told it to the congregation
This threw the women into tears
\The message came ‘with orders fo
jevery able bodied man.’

“Dr, Pomeroy stated this ir
‘church. I walked home and saw th¢
|women weeping behind their hus
bands. They rode on pillions. They
went home and stripped off Sundaj)
clothes. The women made bread anc
cakes. The men ran bullets, The
next morning the men started. Mj
brother, six years older than my
self, was with them, also my cousin
They went to Roxbury and Dorches
ter and stayed there two months
lacking two days. They were not ir
the battle of Bunker Hill...."

C. Bissell. It is full of fascinating .

| frem Yale. The young couple ar-
married, but

F:.—w——-—.

- WY a "Sunday
must have been. Men
pews, if any could doze v
| Pomeroy's thunderous
| women's thoughts perhaps turnin
to household affairs, small boy:
restiess, when out of a clear sky th
electrifying tidings were flashed
and men girded themselves for war
Presumably they were not alfogeth-
er unprepared for something of the
kind to happen, for the Colonies had
| for some time been getting them-
selves together in a united fronf to
challenge what they considered the
tyrannies of the mother country.
Otherwise it would be impossible to
understand the ebn;im change of
sympathy shown Dr, Pomeroy.
He who had been a loysl and deter-
mined supporter of the interests of
Great Britain and whose son had
died under her flag, now threw him-
self heart and soul into the gause of
the Revolution. |
Enlists As Chaplain
He was getting along in years and
knew from dread experience the
terrors of war, but in January, 1777,
af the age of 73, he enlisted as chap-
!ain of the Third Regiment, Connec-
ticut Line. One anecdote of thisg
|| time about Dr. Pomeroy has sur-
vived the years as a bit of family
tradition. :
One calm, beautiful morning,
while the army was stationed at
White Plains, some distance away,
he was peacefully riding home after
spending the night at the bedside of
;2 sick soldier. Suddenly he heard
a voice shouting “Stop that old
White Wig!” Then another and an-
other, “Stop that old White Wig!"
And he found himself surrounded by
' British soldiers who tried to inter-
cept him. Among his other accom-
plishments Dr. Pomeroy lmew how
to ride a horse, anc hastily deciding
that discretion was the better pa-t
of valor he lay down on his horse's
|| back like any cowboy and dug in his
spurs. At this the enemy opened
fire on him, but the horse knew his
master and realized what was ex-
pected of him, and away he flew like
the wind. With his master clinging
to his back he tore madly along
while the bullets rained harmiessiy
around them till they reached the
American lines in safety. Rather &
strenuous hit of exercise for a man
of nearly T4.
|| _ The house was nearly empty when
Dr. Pomeroy came home from the
war. Of the children, Benjamin,
| Eleazer, Josiah, Abigail, Josiah,
Samuel, Hezekiah, Hannah, John,
Elihu, Lydia and Augustus Whee-
lock, five had already died, four in
infaney (including the first Josiah)
Eleazer had gone to foreign parts,
Josiah, Elihu and Ralph were in the
army, and Hahhah and Abby were
married. ' ‘
Abigail Marries -
Abby, who must have been ro-
mantic, at the age of fifteen had
fallen in love with John Gillette, one
of her neighbors, who was just home

dently wished to be rriec 1
Abby’'s father was away und there
was no other minister in the town




preacher happened to come
along, and stopped at {'.t;w hotise (1?0!;
a bile of something eat, nuos
t’w‘? )'ef Abby was washing dishes,
fearing to let the golden oppor-
punity escape she hastily dried her
hands and she and her Jolm,d con-
‘weniently on hand, stood up and were
'éai&rledythen and there. Abby died
in 18356, aged 91, having been the
prop and mainstay of her family.

~ For these stories I am indebted to
Miss Caroline BE. Kellogg, a de-
scendant of Dr, Pomeroy.

| Two of Dr. Pomeroy's sons, Raiph,
and the second Josiah, were gradu-
ates of Yale.

Dr. Pomerpy died December 21,
1784, he being 81 years of age. One
of the newspaper notices of that day
|| says: “He was a Calvinist in prin-
| ciple, but not a bigot. His senti-
| ments were liberal, his preaching
| evangelical, his addresses solemn
and affecting.”

Another press notice says: “He
was called off from his public labors
by a severe asthma more than =

sar before his death and was whol-

‘deprived of sight. His mental
[ powers were undiminished. He took

| affectionate leave of his family and

| sitting in his cliair quietly dropped
| into the arms of death.” :

|
A
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1y died out in Hebron, although one
descendant of his, above referred to,
lives here now, and there may be
(others. Many descendants are
doubtless scattered about the coua-
,gy Dorothy Arnold, the mystery
of whose disappearance from her
New York home was never solved,
Was a descendant of Dr. Pomeroy.

In the interesting old grave yard
on the Andover road, about three-
quarters of a mile north of Hebron
village, Dr. Pomeroy's grave may be
Seen today. It is marked by a hand-
some brown stone table slab sup-
| ported by four pillars. The epitaph,
partly obliterated by time and
‘weather, may yet be made out,

“Rev. Benjamin Pomeroy, D.D,,
| minister of the First Church in He-'
bron and a trustee of Dartmouth
College. Nat. Suffield. Ob, Dee. 21,
1784, aged 81, For fifty years a zeal-
|| ois preacher of the gospel and emi-
nently successful about 1743, A
Patron of Learning, a firm and ac-
tive Patriot, and a friend to the dis-
tressed.”

At the oot of the slab, now worn
and almost undecipherahle is the
following poetical description:

— e .-

‘Lf __decline
l

__of years
‘He dropped like ripened fruit into
his grave.”

i
lH “Along the gentle slope of life's

‘The name of Pomeroy has entire-

‘He bent his gradual way till full =

Hebron had been settled about 27
years when, in 1735, two boys were
born, each of whom in his own way

wad destined to make the name of
the town remembered. The life
story of these boys developed along
much the same lines, both being cd-
ucated at Yale, both becoming
clergymen, and both acquiring fame
as historians. Here the resemblance
stops short, for they were about as
different in other respects as two
human beinge could possibly be.
Perhaps everyone familiar with
colonial history has heard of the.
- Rev. Samuel Peters’ History of
* Connecticut, in which he ridicules
the Puritans for their “blue laws,’
as he styles them, and tells a great
many other whoppers, interspersed
with some keen and trenchant
thrusts which probably hit too near
the truth for comfort. He was one
of the two boys born in Hebron, But
it is not the story of his life, drama-
~ tic and eventful as it was, to which
thia chapter is devoted.

The other boy, who afterwards
became the Rev, Benjamin Trum-
bull, D.D,, was born in the section
of Hebron known as Gilead, Decem-
ber 19, 1735. He was the son of
Benjamin and Mary Trumbull, and
the grandson of Benoni, whose fa-
ther was Joseph of Suffield, the son
of John, whose name is recorded at
Roxbury, Mass.,, in 1639, and at
Rowley, Mass,, 1640, having emi-
grated from = Newcastle-on-Tyne,
England, in 1639. -

Since there may be Ppeople in the
state who do not know just where
Gilead is, let it be explained that it
is in the northern part of Hebron,
about three miles from Hebron vil-
lage, and some eighteen or twenty
miles distant from Hartford. 4 very
charming spot it is, sitting high on
its hill, and looking off into the blue

| valleys in the distance, its dignified,
| and commodious houses, some of
them going on two or three hundred
years old, fronting the street, and
its long lines of trees standing as
they have stood, one would almost
| think forever. ‘
Gilead’s Ministers < H
| The house where Benjamin Trum-
bull was born is (alas) no longer in
, existence, and no one now living can
remember it. ' I.s site was near the
present home of Clifford R. Perry,
at the south end of Gilead ..creet, on|
the corner where the road runs |
west, The old home is said to have
stood a little south of the * Perry
house, about where the vegetable
garden now is. - ; :
Gilead church records show that
| Benjamin was baptized in the old
| church which stood on the same gits!
85 the present Congregational
| church now stands, (or meeting-
| house, as our ancestors would have
called it.) Little, however, can be.
learned of his early life. _
| _ He had many illustrious relatives.
| Governor Jonathan Trumbull of

[ mass' J




Lebanon was his great uncle, and
Colonel John Trumbull, the artist,
and his brothers, Jonathan and Jo-|
seph, were his cousins, also Dr. John
Trumbull, the lawyer poet, author of |
| McFingal. |

The fullest account of his life
which the writer of this article suc-
ceeded in securing, is contained in
Sheldon B. Thorpe's “North Haven

| Annals.” “Sprague’'s Annals of the

American Pulpit” also devotes three
| pages to his life. Both these books
! are, of course, in the State Library.
| From these sources and from Cole's
History of Tolland County most of
the facts which follow are taken.
Trumbull was graduated from
Yale College in 1759, at the age of

[24. On leaving college he was em-

ployed as a teacher in Wheelock's
Indian Charity school, at Columbiza
(then a part of Lehanon, and known
as Lebanon Crank.)

Hg studied theology under Dr,
| Wheelock, and was licensed to
 preach in 1760, presumably by the
' General Can.socmtion which met
that year in North Branford. He
was 25 years old when he preached

| his maiden sermon in the North Ha-
| ven church. North Haven was at
that time a part of New Haven, not
having been set off as a separate
. town until 1786.
. Not every young minister is as
lucky as was Benjamin Trumbull,
for the North Haven parishioners,
having seen .1im with their eyes and

' having listened to his' first sermon,

accepted him like a shot, as shown
by this entry on the church books:
Revs Trumbull Called

“Voted by the Society, even by
every one present, that they were
Desirous to have Mr. Trumbull
preach with us till the meeting of
the Association, and then with their
advice as a Probationer in order for
settlement.”

- And again, October 31, the same
year: “Voted that we were willing
to give Mr. Trumbull 220 pounds
Lawful money settlement, and also
that we would clear and fence 10
acres of the Society Lot and se-

. quester to Mr. Trumble during his
work of the Ministry among us, and
also that Mr. Trumble should have
Liberty to get what Timber he
could of all sorts for building of his
house (if he should want to build
among us) out of the Socisty Lot.”

A little later they offered still
further inducements, so much were
they prepossessed in favor of the
youthful preacher, voling "To give
Mr. Trumble 75 pounds Lawful
money and 25 cords of wood during
his Ministry among us.”

In November, 1760, Mr, Trumbuli
| formally ‘accepted the call, and his
salary was agreed upon, at 225
~ounces of silver, valued at six shill-
|ings and eight-pence per ounce, or
its equivalent in the common cur-

| rency of the uolony.

Dr, Elezzer Wheelock of Colums-
' bia, who preached the ordination
sermon, urged the people to provide
for their minister, which, he said,
he should not do if he believed him
| to be a “sensual, sleepy, lazy, dumb
dog that cannot bark.”

Up went the parsonage inm short

: order, the young minister apparent-

ly availing himself of the offer o!l
timber for building. The exact date

is not known, but it was soon after
1760, The dimensions of the new
house were 28 by 35 feet. It was
built of oak, with massive timbers
hard as iron. The covering was of
rent oak clapboards, beaded and
jointed to a line. The quaint mold-
ings and devices surmounting win-
dows and doors attest that unusual
ornamentation was bestowed upon
it. It came to be known as “The
Quality House'" of the village. The
enormous chimney was built with
gix geparate flues, with as many
fireplaces. - The chimney was five
feet square where it emerged from
the roof. Its base, hidden deep in
the earth, probably covered 100
|| square feet. The house was paint-
ed red at first, and in 1829 it was
one of the only two houses in North
Haven boasting window blinds, This
parsonage was still standing and
practically unaltered in 1892, and
probably stands today. ]
Rev. Trumbull Marries. b
This grand new parsonage did not.
have to wait long for a mistress, for
on December 4, 1760, the minister
took for his bride' Martha Phelps,
daughter of Ichabod Phelps of Gil-
ead, very likely one of his childhood
playmates. Perhaps, indeed, Mar-
tha may have been inclined to lead
him around and boss him somewhat
in those early days, for, fearful ad-
mission, she was three years older
| than her husband. He was 25 and
she 28 when they were married. In
those days, when brides of 15 or 16
were the rule rather than the excep-
tion, this must have seemed almost
| ludicrously old for a woman to be
getting married, and she is alluded

| to in the marriage records as “Mrs.

Martha Phelps,” probably out of re-.
spect for her years, as she had nev-
ever been married before. The tifle
“Mrs.” did not then always refer to
a married woman, but was frequent-
| 1y used as a title of respect for sin-

‘| gle women.

The North Haven Anna.ls apeaka
of the minister's bride in this wise:

“Proud Martha Phelps Trumbull, J
in her mature womanhood came:
from Hebron bringing such dainty
fabrics of loom and needle ag North
| Haven maidens never saw before.”

One wonders how a girl of the
present day, marrying at 28, would
react to being labeled “mature,” and
having a sort of legend made of it
to pass down to posterity!

It does seem a little surprising
that the product of that Hebron loom
under Martha Phelps’ skillful fin-
| gers, should have so surpassed those
‘of the New Haven maidens in ex-
pertness and daintiness. But we
must remember she had been a long
time working on her “hope chest,”
and had had time to accumulate &
goodly store. Probably she began
at twelve—hut perish the thought!

A word or two ahout Martha
Phelps’ ancestry may be mentioned
here. Her father, Captain Ichaboc¢




1

pjs in 1759 and 60 headed a
company of Hebron men who fought
in the French and Indian war. His
| military title was derived from this
and previous service. He came i

born April 3, 1708. He was the
tenth child of Joseph Phelps of
Windsor and his wife, Sarah Hos-
ford, both born September 27, 1666.
They were married November 18,
1686. She was the daughter of
John and Philura Hosford of Wind-
sor. Joseph Phelps was the son of
Timothy and Mary (Griswold)
Phelps. Timothy was the seventh
sons of William Phelps, who was
baptized at Tewsbury Church, Eng-
land, Aug. 19, 1599, coming in the
“Mary and John” March 20, 1630,
to Massachusetts. (Apologies for
putting in so much genealogy, but
S0 many people are interested in the
stuff.) "

_ Ichabod Phelps.
The late Mrs. Charles D. Way of
Gilead, in an interesting historieal
sketch, has something of a story to

father.

“Sometime previous to the setting
off of Gilead from Hebron—it is
thought that it might have been
1730—there came to this place one
Ichabod Phelps, and pitched his tent
upon this spot of ground. It was
then an unbroken wilderness. When
derided by his friends for building a
house in the woods he replied that
some day he would stand in the
front door of his house and throw a
stone and hit the Gilead church. So
when the church was finally built
upon the spot where the present one

| now stands, he stood in his door and

threw a stone at the church, and be-
ing a man it is supposed he hit it.
He built a fine house, one of the

New England, like the ones scatter-
ed all over, built by strong men and
brave women, who hewed the frames
from the primeval woods and laid
their broad hearthstones with pray-
er. . think he must have been a
man of means to build such a house
at that time. The windows, with
their small, antique panes, were
leaded in. The corner cupboard,
with its half meon shelves made of
soft butternut wood, with the old

vision of hospitality, and the pride
of the old-time housekeeper.”

On the site where the old Phelps
mansion stood, Gilead Hall -now
stands, used as a Grange and Com-
munity Hall, built on the old founda-
tions in 1905.

To Benjamin and Marths Trum-
bull were born, in the North Haven
parsonage, two sons and five daugh-
ters, David, Martha, Mary, Hannah,
Benjamin, Sarah and Elizabeth, The
family name was spelled “Trumble"
until about 1766, after which it came
to be spelled as at the present time.

Though the North. Haven parish-
ioners were s0 speedy about secur-
ing young Trumbull for their pulpit
they did not soon tire of him. 1In
fact they kept him as their pastor

for 60 years, a service uninterrupted

‘Gilead from Windsor, where he was'

tell about Captain Phelps, Martha's |

old-time, big timbered homes of

china and pewter and silver, was a

except for the time, several months
at least, when he acted as chaplain
and did other service in the Revolu:
tionary war. .
Able Historian.
He was said to be an able preach-
er, and one can well believe this,
| when he held the same pulpit for 60

years. But it was as a historian
that his name is best remembered.
His real life work was his history
of the colonial period in Connecticut,
His history is in fact the only au-
|| thentic one which tells the story of
that time, and upon it all subsequent
histories of the state are necessarily
/| based.

He began collecting information
for his work when a young man,
and  published the concluding
|| volume only two years before his
|| death, with an interval of twenty-
one years between the publishing

of the two books.
| In the preface to his first hook he
states that in preparing his work
he visited nearly every town in the
state. He made his trips on horse-
back, and it is said thit his short,
|| stout figure, tall beaver hat, black
waistcoat, and small clothes were
familiar objects to the people of the
Connecticut countryside for half s
century, He had the necessary flair
for that sort of investigation, with
| & genius for details and a passion
for recording them. “Only”, he tells
us, “by employing all the leisure
| hours which he could possibly re-
| deem, by early rising and an inde-
| fatigable attention to business” did
he find the time for this work,
| which the late Dr. Samuel Hart re-
fers to as “a monument to his
diligence and a mine of information
| for all subsequent students.”

i 0ld Accounts

The early history of Connecticut
certainly furnished him with an
| endless variety of detail and anec-
| dote. He gives us a description of
the great expanse of unbroken for-
est interspersed with Indian trails,
tells of the struggles of Pequots and
Narragansetts, describes Old New-
| Bate prison at Simsbury, Yale Col-
lege as it was in its very heginning,
1 the pictured rocks at Groton, Ethan
Allen’s iron mine, gives accounts of
the French and Indian War, various
church  controversies, disputed
boundaries, and such a wealth of
town and neighborhood gossip that
it constituted almost an embarrass-
ment of riches. He tells about
Hebron's minister, Mr. Pomeroy,
and his trials, speaks of his native
Gilead in considerable affectionate
detail, in short, as some one has
aaii of him, in the language of the
poet: :

“With his eyes agog

And his ears set wide,

And hig marvellous ink-horn
| By his side.”

He was always on hand where he
could get hold of fascinating ma-
terial for his book.

Dr. Trumbull also wrote a Gen-
eral History of the United States,
| 28 well as many other books or
| pamphlets of a religious nature. His




te
I E:Inwo large volumes, and it is a

books in his library. Though some-
what tinged with theological ideas
the work is. exceedingly readable,
and i= especially valuable as a work
of reference.

Thus Hebron has the credit of
being the birthplace of the author
of the most authentic history of the
state in colonial times, as well as

.the perhaps doubtful honor of hav-

mg as a native sone the author of its
!most inauthentic one. Of course we
refer to Peters’ book here.
' Dr. Trumbull is described as be-
ing a ‘short, portly, ruddy faced
man, of strong passions, immense
| energies, and commanding mien. He
| had the manners of a gentleman of
the old school, and never failed to
return the salutes of schoolboys who
doffed to him,
Veteran of Ticonderoga

As might be expected from a
member of the Trumbull family he
took an active part in the Revolu-
tionary War. From the pulpit he
thundered forth  resistance to

pulpit one Sunday soon after an
urgent eall had been made for more
| troops, raising the leaf of the com-
| munion table and calling upon his
| parishioners to enlist for the de-
| fense of their country. Forty-six
responded, and the parson marched
| away at their head, penetrating as
| far as Ticonderoga.

Later he served as chaplain in
Col. Douglas’ Regiment. His patriot-
ism, it is said, would not allow him
| to remain in clerical gzarb along the
non-cambatants at White Plains, on
which occasion he shouldered his

| musket, loaded and fired withk the
utmost coolness and precizion.

At one stage in the battle of
- White Plains, when the Continentals

| were obliged to retreat, as Trumbull
| (with the rest of the troops) was
fleeing before the British, he reach-
ed the banks of a stream just as
| Col. Talmadge’s horse was going
down the banks into the water. Tak-
ing a flying leap Trumbull landed
| upon the crupper behind the Colon-
\el the better to get across the
' stream, when the horse, surprised
by thiz sudden addition to his load,
slipped out from under them both
and left them taking a cold bath,
After his return to New Haven,
Jan. b, 1777, he was made captain
of a company of volunteers from
that town, and at the time of
Tryon's threatened invasion of New
| Haven, July, 1779, Trumbull was
one of the less than 200 volunteers
who did such good work under the
Hon. James Hillhouse, throwing
himself heart and soul into the de-
fense. They fired upon the invaders
| from behind fences, trees, etc., and
g0 checked them that the town was
saved from destruction by fire. .
Dr. Trumbull was a frequent visi-
tor at his old home in Gilead, as we
learn from a historical account of
the Gilead church by the late Rev.
Josiah Mack, a pastor there back in
the 1880’s. Mr. Mack says:
“Mr. ’I‘rumhull would not sacri-
five prineiple. 1In his frequent visits

 of Connecticut has beqn Te-
within the past few years,

| fortunate person who has these

tyrants, even coming down from the .

| States, and other works for which
| he was honored by his Alma Mater

|'in his God and Savior, anticipating

at Gilead he found a home with his
brother, Deacon Asaph Trumbull.
They were of opposite politics, and
warmly discussing  current events
in the evening, the Dr's feelings
would sometimes rise so high that
he would not stay at his brother's
house overnight, but would go out
to some of the neighbors to sleep.”
Honored by Yale

He received the degree of Doctor
of Divinity from Yale, 1796. He
continued to preach at North Haven
up to nine days before his death,
Feb. 2, 1820, from pneumonia, at
the age of 85. The text of his last
sermon, prea.ched January 23, was
“There remaineth therefore a rest
for the people of God.”

He wags survived by his wife, who
died at 93, at North Haven, June 21,
1 1825, There are perhaps in various
parts ‘of this country a mighty host
of descendants of this worthy cou-
ple. Their son Benjamin was for a
time a practicing lawyer in Colches-
ter, later removing to Michigan,
where he died, 1850. Dr. Trumbull's
most distinguished descendant was
probably his grandson, the Hon.
Lyman Trumbull, U. 8. Senator
from Illinois, afterwards distin-

| guished as lawyer and jurist.

The name of Trumbull has now
entirely disappeared from Hebron
and Gilead, except as one comes
across it on ancient records or on
the worn old granite stones in the
picturesque old graveyards of
Gilead. ‘
~ Benjamin Trumbull and his wife
lie buried in ‘“The Old Cemetery” at
North Haven, only a few rods from
the scene of his labors. A hand-
some marblemonument marks their

| resting place, with the following in-
|| scription:

“Here rest the remains of the

| Rev. Benjamin Trumbull, D.D., who

was born at Hebron, Conn., A. I
1735, and died Feb. 2, A. D., 1820,
s.ged 85,

He was graduated from Yale Col-
lege, A. D., 1759, and ordained pas-
tor of the Congregational church in
North Haven, Comnn., A.D., 1760, in,
which relation he continued until his
death, a period of almost 60 years.
He composed during ‘his
nearly four thousand sermons, and
published essays on the inspiration
of the Scriptures—a History of Con-,
necticut—a History of the United

and esteemed by his countrymen as
an able Divine and an accurate His-
torian.

Firm, humble and devout he sus-
tained with Dignity all his relations
and died a firm and joyful Believer

with expressions of praise the com-
ing of the Lord.”

The inscription to Mrs. Trumbull
reads: ‘

Mrs. Martha Trumbull, wife of
Benjamin Trumbull, D.D., born at|
Hebron, Oct. 4, 1732. Died June 21,
1825, agad 92, 1

’I‘hrough life she discharged with
great conscientiousness the relative
duties; exhibited the dignity and the
gom'ity of the Christian character;

re with patience the infirmities o
age; and died with a firm reliance
cn the merif;s of the Redeemer.”




It is difficult to tell the story of
‘Samuel Peters’ life without going
!into some detail in the history of the
church of which he was the first
! rector, though not the founder. It
{8 presumable, though not certain,
that the church received its name as
| a sort of compliment to its rector.
| Perhaps he even pulled strings to
bring about that result. He was not
at all a bashful man. But there
seems to be no proof of this, nor
i even any local tradition to that ei-
fect.
, It will be recalled that the Rev.
| John Bliss, who acted as lay reader
for the church from its founding,
| 1784, until his death (1741) wasgall
| ready fo start on the perilous over-
| seas trip to Hingland for ordination
when he died of smallpox. For some
| time after the church continued in,
the.care of missionaries of the Eng-
lish’ Society for the Propogation of
the Gospel in Foreign Parts. Before
the yéar 1758 three or four other
candidates had set sail for the
_ Mother Country to receive holy
orders preparatory to assuming the
pectorship of the little church here.
X Ship Lost alt Sea
 Of these, one Barzillai Dean, Yale,
1737, made the voyage over saiely
and was ordained, but the ship was
lost at sea on the return in 1752.
Next Jonathan Colton, Yale 1745,
died of smallpox within a week of
his return in 1752, James Usher,
I Harvard, 1749, sailed for England in
, 1757, but the ship was captured by

the French and he died in captivity.
A Mr. Fairweather of Boston also
went to England soon after, and was
| said to have been ordained, but he
| koo died at the West Indies on the
return trip.
| In the face of all these calamities
| it seems little wonder that the
church people here were regarded
' by their fellow townsmen of the
;JPurita.n order as being singled out
y Providence for punishment for
'lta esta.’l;l?s’iaumtguon ;vnth endeavoring
Lo e lish “the gro of prelacy”
in this new Ia.nd.gr 3 =
It seems surprising indeed that
| the stout-hearted little band did not
- become completely discouraged and
giv‘l%: up sttémir eﬁ&rts. 1
e 1y of these poor boys who
 died in the attempt to g:epa.re
. themselves for service in the church
| here seems an almoat forgotten
chapter in Hebron history. Since
| beginning this series of local his-
tory I have received a letter from
| Mathias Spiess of Manchester, for
" which T am greatly indebted, calling
- my attention to a broadside
“El ', preserved in a mutilated
‘condition at the Connecticut His-
torical Society rooms at Hartford,
and supposed to be the only copy in
‘existence. The elegy, which was
‘written by Joseph Coalman, throws
mﬂ ht on th: ﬁf% and death of
e unfortunate young men,
» Rev. Jonathan Colton, .Ag short
the Yale Biographies and Annals.
EBoth are so interesting that I make
no apologies for quoting entire.

- : .‘Y Annals,

“Jonathan Colton, youngest of
nine children of Capt. George Colton
of that part of Springfield, Mass.,
which i now Longmeadow, and
grandson of Isaac and Mary (Coo-
per) Colton, was born March 11,
1726. His mother was Mercy, third
daughter of Capt. Luke and Sarah
Hitchcock of Springfield.

After graduating he enjoyed one
of the Berkeley scholarships at the

| college, meantime probably atudy-

ing theology, and then seems to
have entered on a business career.
A subsequent bitter attack  upon
him by the Church of England mis-
sionary at New London describes
him at this period of his life as “a'
covetous man, a farmer, an apothe-
eary, & merchant, and a usurer.”
Came to Hebron
Tn 1748 he undertook while still

| & layman the duty of reading the

church services to the Episcopalians
at Hebron, Conn., whence he went

| to Bngland in October, 1751, with

i to the same

. the hope of returning

. orders in March, 1752,

post as an ordained clergyman. He
teceived deacon’s and priest’s
and was

commissioned by the 8.P.C. as their

| missionary for Hebron and vicinity.

He embarked upon the return voy-

| age in safety but (as stated by his

classmate Chandler in his ‘Appeal
Defended’) died from smallpox on
the passage on May 7, in his 27Tth
year, and was buried in the ocean.
An elegy by Joseph Coalman was'
printed as a broadside soon after his
death, and a copy is owned by Dr.
C. J. Hoadly, the state librarian of
Connecticut. " (This is the copy now
owned by the Connecticut Historical
Society, presented last February by

| Robert C. Beers of Hartford).

The first two stanzas of the elegy
are missing. The remaining 18
stanzas follow, four stanzas being
incomplete. The introduction is also
incomplete, but reads about as fol-
lows, a few words being supplied:

“HElegy on the Death of the Rev.
Jonathan Colton, April the Tth,
1752, (as he was returning from
England, where he received Holy
Orders to preach the Gospel to a
Parish of Hebron, Connecticut, in
the 2Tth year of his age.

. . . . That all things born
Should Mortal be.

But iron fate prepares a Solid Way .

Much stronger than the billows of
the Sea,

To waft it home, instead of Zephyr's
Breath.

The angry frowns of Providence
in Death.

And now the fatal Messenger Ap-

pears
And brings the ghastly Message to
| our Hars;
Dear Colton’s Dead and Buried in
the Sea;
His lovely Face no more shall smile
on thee!
O is he dead? Alas! and must we
{ part?
The killing echo wounds my ach-
ing Heart;



-

The flowing Tears still 5
Griet. . aggravate

They give my Sorrows vent but no
Reli

"| Come, Phi'lomena. from the bloomy

tree,
Translate your cheerful Notes and
mourn with me.

. « - . . guarding angels waiting
round his bed

.+ . . . attend his body to the
Dead. .

. + » + . with his Spirit justly soar,

« + « « . ely land it on the Heaven-
1y Shore.

And must his dear Remains become
a Prey

Unto the greedy Monsters of the
Sea?

. (0} Neptline, guard his slumbering

flesh from Harm

-. While hungry Fishes round his Body

swarm!

| Forbid the boistrous Winds and

Waves to roar
Where Colton sleeps beneath the
watry Tower.
And J:;:hm.l Leviathan, observe the
ay,
The Mournful Day! and cease thy
2 wanton Play.

Thou tragic Muse, assist the Fun-
eral Song

In doleful Numbers, and Ideas

Strong; i

That with my weeping pen I may

relate

His Birth, his moral Life and mortal

Fate!

. « - was of no mean Degree
. « » a godly Familie.

« « « his early Piety

« « - to the University.

. » s o « educated in his Prime;

. + « « . from any Hainous Crime.

. « « » » Words so Savoury

. « . « . Bcholars loved his Com-
pany.

And in a little Time he did Surpass
In learning; many of the foreward

- Class;

For which he often had a Com-

mendation

Yet was he void of Pride and Os-
tentation.

His Soul was furnished with Saga-

city,
A judgment Sound, a pregnant
Memory.
Grace ruled his Heart. Wit centered
in his Brain;

| While Love and Virtue ran through,

every Vein.

: He was averse to Envy and Dis-

cord

Just in his Dealings, Faithful to his

Word;

No Spight, nor Malice dwelt be-

or B b b 5

Nor ) on his cious tongue
could rest. e : ¥ I

ity; '
His gminng Face like to the rising
un, :
With cheerful looks on every Mortal

Shone.

But Death, alas! has ' cropt the
youthful Bloom;

His Beauty's blended in a wat'ry
Tomb— ]

Nameless he died, no son is left be-

hind,
Wherein 1 might his Father's feat-
ures find. .

The sable Curtains of the fatal,
Night

| Hang round his mortal Bed; forbids

his Flight.
I shall by Death repair to him; but

he
Shall never in his life return to me.
O what a Blessing has New Eng-
land lost.
He for your sakes the raging Ocesn

crossed;
Exposed his life to Pestilence and
Death

o
| And in the Christian Faith resigned

his Breath.

| will God, in His own Time, be

pleased to send

| An equal Blessing to our sinful

Land:

|| And may the different Churches all

accord,
In one unerring way to serve the
Lord.”

“The Conclusion” follows, “Being.
a brief address to the Bereaved.
Hear ye the Rod, and Who hath
appointed it.

Behold! and own the Sovereigh
Hand of God,

Ye that have felt his sore chastising
Rod, 2

Join to adore the Awful Majesty

Of Heaven and yield to Him Sub-
missively,

. Sinece 'twas His Will, let Mortals ac-

_quiesce.

Eternal Wisdom orders all Things
Best.

Prepare for your own final Dissolu-
ti

on. :
Health can’t secure the strongest:
Constitution.

Can all our Groans or Tears, ©OF
Sorrows Save

Our dearest Kindred from the.

~ Silent Grave?

Less can we do to bring them back
again; 5

Much less than Nothing! All our
Skill is vain.

And is the loss which you sustain 30
Great?

| Mone but the Churches can be Ade-
gquate; o 1
| May God be pleased to Sanctify the

Same, -
Dry up your Tears and Bless His
Holy Name.
Joseph Coalman.”




ng divinity student may have
‘at one time or another in his
“g farmer, an apothecary, a
B ant,” ete., accor ‘to  the
| vehement accusations of the S.P.C.
| missionary!
It takes old stories like this to
| bring to the realization of the pres-

)

| of smallpox in the old times. Also
the dangers of sea voyages, then so
fraught with peril that special pray-
ers were offered up for such occa-
| sions, Hymns too, still in our hymn-
als, “For those in peril on the sea!"
Notwithstanding the somewhat
hopeless tone of the elegy Heaven
did send another candidate eager to
cross the ocean and prepare himself
 to take the helm at St. Peter’s, This,
as we have seen, was Samuel Peters,
the youngest son of John and Mary
Peters of Hebron, and brother of
Colonel John, who wrote the rhymed
autobiography quoted in the previ-
ous chaptm'.
. Rev. Samuel Peters
| Samuel Peter, from all accounts,
seems to have had about him from
| youth up something partaking of
|| the exalted ege of which psycholog-
"{ ists tell us. Just possibly he was a
| little spoiled in Kis childhood. (Did
they have spoiled children then?) he
being the youngest, and apparently
having the most money spent on his
| education and upbringing. He was
bably the most original, am-
tious and temperamental member
of the Peters family in Hebron. Cer-
tainly he is the one of whom the
| world has heard the most in one
| way or another, who has caused
more rage and more laughter, and
in whose memory ant!ﬁua.rlans most
delight. It is hardly likely that he
ever saw his brother's rhymes. If
|| b had done so he -would undoubted-
ly have taken vigorous measures to
suppress them. His view of the
social position of the Peters family
differed radically from that of Col-
| onel John,who referred to his own
birth as “low and something mean,”
it will be recalled. What! A Peters
llow? mean? Perish the thought!
Samuel had quite a different idea
| of their status and wrote indefatig-
ably to try to establish their des-
cent from the English gentry, but
according to the Peters genealogy
with indifferent success.

Graduoate of Yale

} ~He was boru in 1735, being the
10th child and 6th son of his par-
ents. By the terms of his father's
will, 1754, Samuel, then 19 years of
age, was left 1,000 pounds. With the
funds thus provided he went to Yale
C graduating in 1757, receiv-
ing an A. B. and an A. M. from Yale
|and from King’s College, now Col-
umbia University, where for a time
‘he acted as a tutor. It is stated that
in 1778 he received an L.L.D. from
Trinity College, Nova Scotia, and he
later claimed for himsef an L.L.D.
from Certona, Tuscany.

As with other candidates it was
necessary for him to sail to Eng-

S

ent generation the awful prevalence

| of King's College, to the Universities
of Oxford and Cambridge, and to
the Archbishop of Canterbury and
the Bishop-of London. :
Before leaving this country he
had received a commission from the
Hebron church to becoms its rector.
‘All sorts of grand things happened
to him in England, where he landed
in the latter part of 1758. He was
admitted to deacon’s orders March
11, 1759, in the Palace at Fulham by
| the Lord Bishop of Chester, and on
| the 25th of August, 1759, he was ad-
vanced to priest’s orders by Thomas
Sherlock, Tord RBishop of London,
‘who out of compliment ordered bhim
| to preach his first sermon in the
Church of St. Sepulchre, London,
vhere (according to his own story)
hig great-uncle, the Rev. Hugh
Peters, was preacher for many
years during the Cromwell Pro-
tectorate.
" It was not particularly strange
| that he too, while in London, con-
tracted that city’s deadly scourge,
smallpox, from which he barely es-
caped with his life. He had leit
| America, a smooth skinned youth of
23, returning in 1760 with a face
strongly scarred from the ravages
of the disease. But this was of small
consequence. He was here alive and
ready at the age of 25 to assume
his position as “the first official
rector of Hebron and Hartford,”
which office he held until he was
‘nedring 40. From his mission in
Hartford sprang the present Christ
Church Cathedral.
The story of his life will be con-
tinued in another chapter.




" Rey. Samuel Peters, was actually in

charge of the little church here at
the top of Godfrey Hill, (not the
new and handsome one down on the
Green now 110 years old, but the
first plain simple structure) what
2 flood of rejoicing must have gone
up from his flock. And how the
heads of their religious opponents,
which had been solemnly shaking
for some years at the calamaties in
the shape of shipwreck, captivity
and death, which Providence had

" seen fit to shower upon the Hebron

Episcopalians, must have stopped
with something resembling a jerk
at the sight of that same Provi-

| dence (or could it be the Devil?)

visiting the ‘“attempt at prelacy”

' with favor, or at least letting fall

upon St. Peter’'s the same sun
which fell on the Puritan or Estab-
lished Congregational order.

The church seemed at once to -

take a prominent place among those

of the Church of England in the

Colony, and the convention of
Church of England clergy was held
here June 5, 1765.

Church Records.

It is unfortunate that records
owned by the church are very in-
complete, those preserved not be-
ginning until 1787, though the
church was established in 1734.
Some information may be gained by
the town records, however, and in

| this way we learn that John Peters,
| Samuel's father, was on the tax list

of the Church of England in Hebron
in 1745. The full list, 1750, in-
cludes the names of 48 men, Aaron
Willcox, Abmer Waters, Azariah
Brown, Adam Waters, Abial Bliss,

Daniel Jones, David Wileox, Jr., Eli-

| phalet Cass, Ebenezer Horton, Ed-

mond Wells, Christer Crouch, Hez-
ekiah Hutchinson, Mr. John Thomp-
son, Mr. John Peters, John Bliss,
John Chamberlain, Jr., Mr. John
Warner, Mr. Joseph Youngs, Josepa
Man, John Meriels, Jonathan Brown,
Joshua Tillotson, Isaac Owen, Law-
rence Powers, Nathan Wilcox, Rich-
thaniel Brown, David Wilcox, Rich-
ard Curtice, Robert Cox, Roger
Dewey, Sils Blis, Silas Owen, Doct.
Sam’l Shipman, Samuel Pennock,
Samuel Ingham, Samuel Watters,
Seth Sutton, Moses Hutchinson,

. Jr., Thomas Brown, Thomas Polley,

Thomas Wells, Thomas Wells, Jr.,
Thomas Carrier, Worthy ~/atters,
with a list of their ratable property.

An item under the same date,
Town Meeting book 1, page 180, re-
leases the Church of England mem-
bers from further payment of the
minister's rate to “Mr. Benjamin
Pumry”’ Congregational pastor, for
whose support up to this time they
had beea assessed, together with all
other property owners of the town.

Frorm the list it is seen that Joha
Peters was fourth in value of prop-
erty. In 1746 he deedod to the
‘Rev. Ebenezer Punderson of Groton,
misgionary, and to Samuel Pennock

and Thomas Brown of Hebron, ana

| to the Scciety for the Mpagwtﬁg
of the Gospel, 30 acre: for a giebe

| land, lying about three guariers of
a2 mile noirtherly from the church,
“in consiferation of ye love and
atfection whieh I have and bare to-
ward ye people of ye Church of Eng-
land in Hebron, ye County of Hart-
ford, Colony of Connecticut, and for
securing and settling ye Service and
JLorship o God amongst us, accosd-
g to ye usage of our most excel-

! ient Church, within ye sd Hebron
at all times forever hereafter, and
also for and inconsideration of ye
sum of thirty pounds of ye currency
of ye sd Colony and of ye old tenor,
to me in hand actually paid by the
Revd. Mr, Punderson of Groaten,
micinary of ye Church of England
and Samuel Pennock and Thomas
Brown," etc.

Thus it is seen that the Peters
family had been both prominent and
generous in the church from the
early days. When in the days dur-
ing and following the Revolutionary

| War trying times had again fallen
upon the church, and it seemed ad-
visable to dispose of the glebe lands
lest they might be confiscated oy
the state, and as by the terms of

' the deed it was impossible to sell

| them, a device was hit upon to get

' around the provisions, and they

. were rented by the Parish to Josepn
Wayne Case, for 9,999 years, April
5, 1795, for consideration of 80
pounds, lawful money, and the an-
nual rent of one grain of pure silver
or gold equivalent (if demanded)
upon the Festival of St. John the
Baptist, in each year.

This transaction amounted to a
sale, and it is hardly necessary to
say that the church has never made
any demand for payment of rentals.

Pastor Owned Slaves.

The land is now part of the farm
'of Frank R. Post, and the rear of
the Post house, it is said, is a por-
tion of the old house where the
Rev. Samuel lived, with his wife and
family, surrounded by his- slaves,
some twenty in number, so the story
runs, and their families. Certain-
ly the old part of the Post residence
looks antigque encugh to have been
in use at that time, with its tiny
windows, irregularly placed, and its
tinier panes, its odd little corners,
and its flagged porch. I have been
told by old people that the front
part of the house which was torn
down many years ago, had beauti-
ful wood carving which was thrown
upon the wood pile and used as fuel.
The present front portion which re-
placed the former one must be near-

ly a hundred years old. .

A description of the Rev. Samuel
by his nephew, Ex-Governor John 8.

| Peters, is of interest:

“Dr. Peters had an unusually

' commanding personal appearance.

He was full six feet high, remark-
ably erect, of a large and muscular
body but not fat. His eyes were

| blue, and his face strongly marked
by the small pox, a disease of which
| he nearly died in London in 1758. In




| private intercourse he was animat-
| ed, even loguacious, and the great
" amount of anecdote which he had
' at command rendered him a most
! entertaining companion, He had an
| uncommonly active mind, and had
! acquired a large store of varied in-
formation. He had an iron will as|
lwell as an iron frame, and what-
ever he undertook he pursued with
| a spirit of indomitable perserver-
| ance. His ruling passion perhaps
| was ambition, but though he made
| some noise in the world he probably
never reached any high point of dis-
tinction to which he aspired. As &
preacher he held a highly respect-
able rank. His sermons were writ-
ten with care and delivered in a
| manly, impressive manner. He loved
Kings, admired the British govern-
ment, and revered the Hierarchy:
He aped the style of an English
nobleman, built his house in =&,
forest, kept his coach, and looked
with some degree of scorn upon Re-
publicans (i. e. citizens of a repub-
lic) hence the fierce opposition he
had to encounter from the Whigs'
of 1774. In his domestic and private
relations he was everything that
could be desired. He was very arbi-
trary, deeply impressed of a sense
of his own importance, and de-
termined to receive full measure of
consideration from others. He great-
ly admired and bowed to those of
high estate; but he possessed sound
common sense and real affection for
and interest in his relatives, giving
them the best of hard, worldly ad-'
vice, and helping them out of his
own pocket when he could not have
had great store for himself. His in-
flexible and indomitable spirit
enabled him to endure many and
various ills, afflictions and losses
with unflinching stoicism.”
Rev. Peters’ Family

The Rev. Samuel's first wife was
Hannah Owen, whom he married
Feb. 13, 1760, and by whom he had
three children, one daughter, Han-
nah Delvena, born at Hebron, Jan.
2, 1762, being the only one of the
| three who lived beyond childhood.
The first child, also a Hannah, horn
Dec. 18, 1760, died Jan. 2, 1762. The
birth of the third child, Elizabeth,
does not appear on the records, or
is perhaps tucked away in some
obscure corner where it is difficult
to find. The child's death is record-
|ed as on August 27, 1765, presum-
ably an infant, and the death of the
mother followed October 25 of the
same year. Hannah Owen was the
daughter of Silas and Elizabeth
(Hunt) Owen of Hebron. She was
born Dec. 29, 1739, and whas there-
fore 21 years old at the time of her
marriage, and only 26 when she
died.

Samuel married the second time,
June 24, 1769, “Miss Abigail Gil-
| bert”, as the record quaintly puts
it, a daughter of Samuel Gilbert,
Esg., whose death occurred less
than three weeks after her mar-
riage, at the age of 17. The story of

| this marriage and its tragic sequ

is told in an article in the Hartford

| Courant of July 24, 1769, in an in-

teresting and touching manner and
in a vein characteristic of the

| period.

“We hear from Hebron that on
Sunday the 24th June last the Rey.

| Mr. Samuel Peters was married to

the delicate and amiable Miss Abi-
gail Gilbert, daughter of Samuel
Gilbert, of that place....And that
on the 14th instant, July, about 11
o'clock at might, this pleasant bride
departed this life (by an illness
termed by the Physicians an im-
proper Chorea Santa Viti) after
three days illness, to the inexpres-
sible Grief of her Consort, Parents,
Bretheren and Aequaintances, And
on Sunday the 16th Instant her re-
mains were interred in St. Peter's
Church in Hebron. Upon which oc-
casion there appeared a very great
concourse of people, in whose coun-
tenances appeared the greatest Dis-
appointment, Consternation, and

| Lamentation ever seen in Hebron.

The Revd. Mr. John Tyler of Nor-

| wich performed the duties of the

day and the funeral obsequies, be-
ing twelve days between the Nup-
tials and the silent Grave.

“Her curtains that were made of
Gold & Silver to adorn her Lodgings
are furled up, being changed for a
Neapkin and a Winding Sheet, spun
by the Spider and the Worm...,
The Marriage and Festal days were
begun and carried or with proper

| Joy and Solemmity, but their end is
| Death, without Dancing or Merry

Mood.
Men dying once they die no more.
The Groom has time to think.
And Death explore.”
Pastor Takes Third Wife
The groom did think—and mar-
ried again, his third wife being
Mary Birdseye of Stratford, born
1750. T have not been able to find
the date of this marriage, but the

| first and only child resulting from

the union was Wailliam Birdseye,
born June 5, 1774. And, alas! the
death of the mother followed June
16 of the same year, at the age of
24, Thus perished in the bloom of
youth the three wives of the Rew.
Samuel, not one of them having
reached the age of 30, all of whom
might very possibly have been sav-
ed by modern methods of treatment.
Certainly that proud, dictatorial,
sensitive, afflicted man had need of
all the stoicism at his command.

The little boy, William Birdseye,
lived to grow up, dying of yellow
fever in Mobile, Ala., in 1822.

The graves of the three wives
may be seen today in the old Church

| of England Graveyard on Godfrey

Hill, close by the site of the old
church building, Grasses wave over
them, and the stones, of primitive

| granite, lean towards each ofher as
| if the wives might be exchanging

quiet confidences. The epitaphs are
worn and moss-grown but may still

be deciphered. That of the second




wife, the ‘“delicate and amiable

| bride,” runs as follows:

__ “Here is interred ye corpse of
Mrs. Abigail Peters, a second con-
sort of ye Revd. Mr. Samuel
Peters, a daughter of Samuel
Gilbert, Hsq.,, by Mrs. Abigail
Gilbert his wife born Jany 3lst.
1752 and married June 25th, 1769
and died July 14, 1768 a Wed-
ding changed to Lamentation Ye
Greatest Grief in all Creation a
Mourning Groom in Desperation.”
Fate having dealt him three

such terrific blows it seems as if 2
period of peace and quiet might
have followed, in some sort of &
compensation, But no! More up-
heavals were to follow. By the year
1774 (when the third wife died) the
grumblings and mutterings presag-
ing the Revolutionary War had be-
gun in earnest. And as for this’
autocratic rector, admirer of Kings
and the British Government, and
contemptuous of ‘“republicans”, he
had no idea of falling into line with
the ‘“‘rebels,” as he considered them,
and he preached and lectured to his
flock on the subject in no uncertain
terms.

He also put in his oar at town
meetings, thundering against a
proposal to aid the distressed Bos-!
ton people, said to be suffering from
the punishment meted out to them
by Great Britain on account of the
%gstroying of the tea in Boston har-

T.

Said he, “The teas destroyed in
the harbour of Boston ought to be:
paid for by the author of that hor-|
rible crime; for which, indeed, the.
King and Parliament have ordered
Admiral Graves to blockade the
harbour of Boston until the teas,
wickedly destroyed are paid for;
when the blockade will cease, or I
will give my last shilling to help|
-| the poor of Boston.” |

“Hartford followed the example

of Hebron in deciding against a col-
lection, and,” says the Rev. Samuel,
“The doings of Hartford and Hebron
were soon spread, and put a stop
to all other town meetings in Con-|
| necticut, to the disappointment and |
mortification of Governor Trumbuli,
who laid the blame on the influence
of Dr, Peters, the Episcopal clergy-
| man of those two towns.” -
The above is of course Dr. Peters’
| own story (quoted from his anony-
mous History of Connecticut). Just
how closely the actual doings in
| Hartford and Hebron corresponded
to his account might require some
study.




' Interesting History Written

< dhirties, He nover

]

“another century? Let us hope they

On Tolland County’s First
Governor By Hebron Woman

Miss Susan B. Pendleton Goes Back 100 Yeara"
In Relating Story Of John S. Peters Of He-!
bron Who Served Term of Governor From|
1831-1833 - - - Wilbur L. Cross Only Other
Native Son Of Tolland County To Serve As
Chief Executive Of This State - - - Was ch'l1

In Mansfield

Somewhal more than a
town of Hebron in the County ©
of her native sons as governor o
Peters, who served in that capacity

Never before had a town in Tolland
for Connectieut, and for a long time
it looked at it this honor would not
happen a secend time. Indeed, a hun-
dred yeras rolled. by before Wilbur

- Cross, born in Mansfield, also in
Tolland County, was elected gover-
por, hecoming the second from the
gounty to hold this high office.
These two liny towns, Hebron and
Mansfield, having done this signal
gervice for the state, will Rockville
or Stafford Springs perhaps take
{hair tdrn at governopr producing in

—_—

hundred years ago, in 1831, to be exact, the
¢ Tolland, had the honor of sending one
£ the state, in the person of John 8.
from 1831 to 1833.

(County furnished a goverunor

will not have to wait gquite so long.
John 8. Peters was born in 1772,
ihe only son of Bemslee Peters who
was the youngest son of John Pelers
of 1Tebhron. Bemslee was a hrother of |
the Rev. Saniel Pelers, noted Tory, |
and was influenced by him to such
an extent that he foo cast in his
lot with the Loyalists, and decamp- |
ed to England, following in his bro-
Lher's footsleps.
At the titee of his fight he exuec.t-l
ed that the “unpleasantness™ be:
tween the colonies and the Mother |
Country wounld soon he ended, with
ireat  Britain  trinmphant, .afturl
\_\'h.ir,::h he planned to I'Bh‘lt’ﬁéﬁ&l} hig
fansily Mhere. .

He loft hehind hin ij;%gbrun. 1I|Hi
o ranll Sldpdny Saieters T and

their | six small childreny, Clarinda, |
Annis, Destimony, Jolin 8., Mﬂa,r_y and
Pemslee, Wihen he left this eonntry
he was a young man in the early
returned fo his
Aamily, noy did they join him, thongh
hig son stated that shortly betore
hig death be was planning to come”
1o Hebron for them.

How Annis Peters, th
ernor's mother, managed
on alome with her family i
children, bring theny up, feed, cloth
and educate them, as well as taking
care of herself, can never be W
known.  Iriends and relatives ﬁt
doubt helped her, and it ,ma%e mﬁ
she received funds [rom
hand in London. That the family felt
the pinch of poverty is painfully
avident from personal reminigeenses
writen by Governor in s
later years. o :

He tells the story of his life in a
| carefully preserved Wit of By\;ﬁ&%ﬁg
lgraphy in his own hnfnd'wiﬂiti:ﬁ‘gn
[ which may be seen today in an old
fashioned yolune on file ot the town
clerk’s office, lvom which we qui,ﬁtg
|@n part. ‘

The Governor’s Life Story _
“Some notices of the Incidents of
[the life of John 8. Poters, by Him-
self: |

I was horn on the 2158 day of
\September, A. D, 1772, Bomslee Pet-
srg and Annis Shipman, niy parests,
were born in Hebron, Their parents
were the first selilers of Hehron,
Conn. In 1774 they removed o Moores
ltown, Verdmont, whese they rema el
ane year; by reuson of the oppies-
sion of CGreat Britein npen Ler then
colonjes a war was in esbiyo, aud
[the Canadian Indians were expecisd
to make a manderons descent upow’
['the inhahitants of fhe aew Setilss
wents in Verdipont, (This way of
1h-pel]!ug was dlways need by i Gov-
ernor and his unele, the oy Sams

Peters

uel) and the failure of the RevESauEE

nel Peters to procure a title to the

Ltown of Mosretown in seid Verdmont '

induced said Bemslee o retuen with
his family to Hebron o 1978 L
In February, 1777, iy fathir 1t ‘1
Hebron with many other Loyalists
for New York. From (henes Se siils
ed for England and joined his Ieother
in Londou (who had lefll his country
in 1774) expecgdng Qhut e VERE
would soon e over. when i wotld
return to his family. /
He obtainel o capipin's eommig
slon on hall pay, Which §-tl:|;u;:1'£ef1'
hime in London witil PO wiies Je
drew a large (ract of land for b
gelf and fuwily, and removal o
Little York in Upper Chanada, Wiere
he died in 1799 at the age off 66
My mother died o Tlebnon b 1819,
aged 79.
[ remained with 1y snather ufn‘f'iﬂl
1 was seven yenrs old, then [ went
into the family of Jogl Hovlon o
teng children aud and dooboys work
until T was fourteen years old. |
then worked on farins for wages
jn the summer aud attegdedsdhiool |
in the winter until Tywis _g' liteen
years old. 1 then conymeiced (nstpe-
ting a district school, which 1 eon-|
tinued for five winters., i
At twenty 1 commeneed the swdy |
of medicine with Dr. Benjausin );'9&-;3
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I was t.a.Iqu upon
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lof the heirs af,Bem‘_
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’59 1 retived from.
b and left the prac-.
gmm as I eould
ds in the care o!v

_‘ part of my time un-'
intraveling., In 1835
Ceompany with [Rev.
Jarvis and his wite on a
sute and for the purpose
~ health. .Our first|
secomd  al !
we  visited hg';éﬁ
the Lions of the
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d the seenes of my
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was introduced to
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three daughters.
 ‘We returned to Buftalo, to All

to Hartford, and home, after a

of twelve weeks, ¥

I then overlooknil the :mpmvem

of my fayms, building large walls

and making the land productive,

"I had bulit @ bouse of hriek in
1806, and an oftice in 1816 on lsami
in. the center of the towu) wmcu i
Dhought of Sylvester Gilberl, Esq in
1805, Likewise of gsaid Gilbert in
1841, eleven acres on the maﬁm
of the Colchester roads. I hought irt
| 1808 of Judah Porter twenty-three
acres north of the Porter lot, whieh
blwghx‘::h together the wha}e of the
old Barber lot, sor qan.’geﬂ;“ “F A
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Samuel Petera, T D, ~ conl
112 acres. In 1826 I boug
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the farm now .‘

farm.
In 1854 I sold the Horton lot fo
§4,000 to Str!mlilaminand Ellis, an
have invest tl‘ oney colleac,te(;
in bank st.oc g Hartford and iﬁ
the Cir,x 6l Iﬁﬁg{m orke. .
And now at t -a;_ge “of 83 I enjay
good health and have a ogan e
of prosperity. 1 have dong
the labors of life. reading
the conrse and con ]wt. ut mhle's.
the t:hanses%ig‘; thef Lip and
policy tlzat united qld sy i
mies mg;qﬂn.l:N&arly ew
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philosophising, the ramblings o: m
‘old man in the twilight c o’; g 1
which it WO

Iwhﬂe to qwot‘g;%n WI
- The Governor 4 '~
count of his family istory, a
ed dmm trom :gtimi’ ¥ son,




| England, Thomas, Hugh am:l Wj;-—
liam, all publicly educa
all dissenters fmml* %?is?u
religion in the Mothar Coun'fry
They came to America to enjoy free-
dom aud to worship God as con-
science dictated. Thomas settled in
Saybrook, Conn., Hugh in Salem,
Mass.,, ministers, and William in
| Mendon, Mass., a merchant, Thomas
had no children, but an heir that will
remain till the end of time is Yale
(,ollege. which was “commenced in
Saybrook by him, afterwards re-
moved to New Haven, and his libra-
vy wasg the nucleus of the present
large one owned by that Institution.
John Peters, a descendant of Wil-
liani, removed frum ‘Mendon, Mass.,
to Hebron in the year 1718, where
‘he raised a numerous ramily In
1774 the nslllical tune Imd inrned
and most of the family took sides

with the King wh;ch ruine,d angd”

geattered theni, never agaiu to he
united, and most of them died in_
foreign lands. .. :

We helieve that ?.II o‘f t.he name

L in New England descended - from’

W'llliam. (and most of them  are
very clever fellows. My. father,
Bemsles Peters, the youngest son
'of John, Sr., died in Canada, on his

way biack to his bramu;a- “Samuél-
'died in New- York and w:;s ‘Im& fed

in Hebron 24

The bhthplace Qf Govgrnor Pea-

Iters is remebered bg' the Qlder gen-
lgration of Hebron people, a' long,
low house, a stm'y or a story and a

‘the Bolton road, about a mile and

some time it was nwned by Lharles
0. Way of Giieaa. gnd was used as
a tool house, “fell Into ruins
MANY years ago and no veqlige of
it now remains,

The school house wherq the gov-
arnor taught in hia you!.h was also
|on the Bolton road. Some of the
older people say that ‘this - school

ing house, the one formerly occi-
| pied by Dennis Keefe near the old
N. E. Lord placa, on the eross road
| 1o Andover, This oo Is now in
| ruins.

|  Governor Peters never married,
an old sister keepmg house for him
for many years. His. brick ~resi-
dence or "mausion" as it is som&-
| 1imes called, woh was  built by
him in 1806 near the. center, Is. still
 standing and in excellent repair. It
is much admired for the beauty of
ite architeetural lines, both exterior
| and interior. It is owned by Ed-
mund H, Horton, a great grand
| nephew of Ugg governor, who  oc-
I cupies it with his famlls' The gov-
| ernor's practice was lucrative and
[ it is said that a day's income from
{ his professional duties paid for &
ﬂa.ys work on Iﬂa housﬁ ?Izen' it
i was being built.

| half high, painted red. It was on

‘a half north of Hebron Yllla.ge For:

!'house was made oyer-into 4 dwell-

His income Was mug’msﬁéaiﬁi
| tnition ot students who came to hi
10 learn (he wracﬂca of medicij

| 1t is said that he usually tiad half a

| dozen or more of such alndenjs un-
der his tute;lage g

He raised medicinal herba in !135
| garden. at the south of the house,
and even to the present time blood
| root which has straggled under kl’te
| fence to the church lot just. beyond
may be séen in the spring, if the
| erounds are not mowed down 100
losely. An energetic sexton with
i lawn mower can ehmmate many
a pretty and mteresting growth.

A quaint stamed glass window,
A memorial in the governor's honor,
may be seen in St. Petér's Episco-
pal Church today: This bears the
State seal and the Goverum 5 coat
of arms. The church owes prob-
ably more than it can ever reckon
up to this fine old gentleman, for
he p.'n(j()“’e(l it ”hE"ﬂ.ny and was ev-
or generous in its ‘support. The
present church edifice was bullt in
1826, taking the place of  the first
plain  strueture on  Godfrey Hill,
now torn dewn. Sadly enough, the
Ll governor's pew was partly demolish-
ed some years ago when some un-
fortunale remodeling was done in
the interior, but the rear rajling
remains and some way of marking
it is being considered. )

Governor Peters was one of the
group of benevolent and far-sight-
‘| ed men of the state who petitioned
for the establishment of Trinity
College, and for 35 vears le was a
trustee of this college, until his
death in 1858. Ile gave money for
the college library and every year
‘about $100 is spent for books for
ithe lihrary from ihe income of thal
fund. The amount which he gave
was $2,000, u large bequest a the
(| time.  Tn 1908, al the iifie of the
| Hebron,  Bi-Centennial  celebration,
D.‘l Flavel 8. Luther, then pr r*mclan*t
{ Trinity, said thatl nearly 4,000 OE
rr.hp volunies in the college library
had Dbeen purchased with the in-
come of the Pseters tumd, and the
original sum given by him is still
left intact. T
A story ig told of the governor by
| Mrs. Annis Welles, a niece, now de-
ceased. Al {he time he was serv-
ing his sfale the stage coach and,
mail wagon were the only public
conveyauces. He was in Hartford
and coming lome to Hebron by
| stage. A colored woman asked fur
a passage, “l cannot lake you. 1
have got Lo take the governor,” said
. Lhe driver. “Let me see the goveri-
or,” said the woman. “Get right i,
Liddie, get in!" said the governor
as soon as he saw lier. Sﬁu knew
very well that she had ouly Lo sed
him. Her husband was Henry (or
;Harry) Peters, a descendant of (m_S

-
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 {hg Rev. S I's slaves, who
& governo mi to call "hig
cousing.”
i A stately monument ma:ks the
gevamm 's resting place in St. Pe-
r's Cemelery, Hebron, said 1o
%gv:a cost between $4, Ul)l) and $4, 0()0
|a liarge sum for the times. The
‘ xagpument i of Ttalian marble, w;t%
la shafl 22 feet high, with a bust o
(the governor in a niche facing
--south This was Dadly er umblml
and b,v an aet of the legislature in
11931 the monumenf was repaired
and the bust sent Lo Ttaly where i
reproduction was made. Across the
‘ocean the original bust and its Pae-
|wimilie traveled again, the new one
to be replated in the niche. The
| original bust is now in the Hehmn
Library. At the top of the Peter's
moniment stands the figure of Lih-
) etry, or perhaps it is Justice, with
uplifted ﬂugen The name of Pe-
ters is now exlinet in Febron.
Note. The writers of the Hebron
| stories wish to correct a few errors
in past chapters. In gome inexplic-
able way the first names of the first
and third wives of the Rev. Samuel
| Peters hecame shifted as they ap-
peared in prigl. The frst wife's
nama was Hannalh Owen, {he third
Wwife's was Mary Birdseye. The date
nf the death of the third wite was
alsp Incorrectly given, through a
misleadpg of Roman numerals on
1}er rave stone. She died in 1774
fnol, 1784) shortly tollowing the
bil‘th of her son, William Birdseya
It was under these unhappy’ condi-
lions thaf her husband, the noled
'f'ory. wis foreed to fles this coun-
'a'y to seek a refuge in England in
| the fall of that same year. Again,
ISamuel Peters was not the young-
| est son uf his parents. He had two
| brothers, Jonnathaii and Besmlee,
younger than himsell. There may
‘.l.‘,ig\,re been other minor errors, but
these are the only ones noticed.
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A Fourth Ot Iuly Celebrc:tlon In
Hebron 139 Years Ago, As Re-
counted In The Pages Of The
Connecticut Gazette,
July 11, 1798.

By Susan B. Pendleton

Hebron ‘ag a town was 90 years |

old, and the young Republic of the
United States was only nine years
old (if dated from the time of the
adoption of the constitution) when
this celebration, the account of
which is so fortunately preserved,
took place. Washingten had served

his two terms as president and John

Adams was serving his ferm, with
Thomas Jefferson as vice-president.
BEven with this good start, political
feeling, at least in Hebron, appears
to have heen somewhat unsettled,
and the celebration had the apparent
effeet of rocking the village from
slem to' stern. The account starts
off inm_:cenuy enough.
the Connecticut Gazette,

July 11, 1798.)

“Phe Fourth of July has been cele-
hrated at Hebron with that ardent
zeal and glow of patriotism which

(From

will ever do honor to Americans.

Mirth and hilarity were the order of

| the day, and after partaking of the

elegant repast *the following toasts

* were drunlk, accompanied by the dis-
. charge of cannon. * ’

First—'The Day,’ May ifs remem-
brance be as sacred as its purchase
wils expensive, ’ !
Second—'The United States of Amer-
ica,! May the bond of their union re

| main indissoluble till the great chain

of nature is broken.

Third—The Constitution,” May that
fabric of wisdom and patriotism re-
main forever inviolate.

TPourth — ‘The President,’ May his
‘ widom and patriotism guide our
steps and a prompt acquiescence

strengthen his hands.

Fifth—The State of Connecticut,’
May she remain uninfluenced by par-

 ty and unawed by fear.

Sixth—'The Governor,'” May his pa-
triotism and the virtues inherited
from his father shine conspicuously
in his administration.

. Seventh—'George Washington,” The
« Glory of his eountry.
| Righth—'Our Envoys to France,' May

-~ their

they safely return to the bosom of
country, receive the plaudits
due to their wisdom and candor, and
ten thousand copies of,theip excel-
lent dispatches be printed on the

'\ hearts of united America.

Ninth—'Millions for defense, but not
a cent for tribute (Threa,cheers;.
Tenih—The heroes who [ell in the
cange of freedom,” May gratitude

drop tears over the pages of their

achievements, and “glovy eveet pyra-|

mids to their memory.
Eleventh -— ‘“The
Sirength of America,’
fense against domestie mtngue and
foreign invasion,

Twelfth—'The American Fair,! May
they prize the virtuous and Wm prized
for their virtue.
Thirteenth— Agriculture
merce.’
- tion.
Fourteenth—'Our infant Navy, May
its youthful vigor hurl tenfold ven-
geance on all .pirates and picaroons
that dave to violate our neutral

Wisdom and

and Com-

' rights.

" ted Slates,

_ sion for opposition,
the conviviality of their lellow eiti- |

Fifteenth—‘The Militin of The Uni-
Our pride in peace and
sure defense in war.
Sixteenth—'The memory of the Pa-
triots who on this.day boldly declar-
ed for independence.

At is worthy to remark that a cer-
tain misanthropist and a few noto-

rious disorganizers from selfish mo-

tives or from their well known pas-

zens, but stood aloof, chagrined at

, the joyful scene,

(The cannon made use of on this
oecasion was a hrass field piece and
not a PUMP, that having been split
at the reduction of Cape Breton)."”

In response to the sly digs' in the
above paragraph The Gazette prints

. the following outburst, under date of

Augusf 1, 1798.
“Mr. Green:—

Should the following find a place
in your useful paper it may prevent
the public from placing any further
reliance on ‘a bhroken staff,” and will
oblige many of your readers in this
part of the country, but none more
than your humble servant,

A Friend to Order.
- Hebron, July 13, 1798,

Had your Hebron correspondents
contented themselves with proclaim-
ing their ‘ardent zeal and glow of pa:
triotism' on the 4th instant, they
might ‘have split’ their trumpet also
without my notice, but as they
thought it ‘worthy of remark that a
certain misanthropist and a few no-

' torious disorganizers refused to join
the conviviality of their fellow eiti-
| zens' it may perhaps be useful to
know whal manner of men were ac-
i tors in this ‘joyful scene.’
For three weeks past this village
has been infested with a young man,
bhorn and educated in an eminent of-

| fiee in this town, now a member of

the legislature of New York, styling
himsgelf a ‘Democrat-Republican,
which he defines as ‘one who ocea-
l amna]ly d—s the mesidenL and his

A e
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An ample de-|

The grand pillars of the na-

refused to join |




| @dmymstrauion, ana uustrates his [

| were heard at a distance of three

definition by daily practice. This
glowing patriot, taking to himself | -
sundry other spirvits not more wicked
fhan himsell, persuaded a few gentle- |
nren respectable for their attachment
to the government to dine at the
houge ol one of his compatriots
whose heart is so deeply impressed -
with republican gratitude that he
‘lately declared that he could not in
conscience resist the French should
| they invade the country. This as-
Isefmb_ly. consisting ‘of 23 persons of
all soris and sizes, about four o'clock
maréhed by beat of drum from their
rendezvous ‘to: the table  undeér the |
| shadow of the meeting-house. After
dinner, and five or six glasses had
awakened their ‘hilarity’ instead of
Sthiee! there wasg almost a continu-
lous ‘cheer’ at the repetition of every
toast, They rose en MAasse, threw
their hats into the air, and played'|
'their'itlugs go effectually that they’

miles. :
At sunset, having obtained a small "
reinforeenient they returned to the
| plage 'from whence they came and
serenaded the vieinity with frequent |
| yociterous ‘cheers’ until the light of
{he morning enabled them to find |
_| their respective dwellings without
the aid of a lantern. It ought, how-
| ever, to be remarked ‘the few’ who
respecled the laws of society and
deceney, took French leave of their
president and fellows while it was
| yet dark, and that a member of' the
directory wlho thought ‘it scandalong
to introduce ladies among gentlemen
who counld hot dance’ retired at an
—{ early hour; but during the scrape be--
canie literally @ ‘sans culotte. Such
| are the patriots who stigmatize their
peaceful «neighbors as ‘misanthro-
| pists and disorganizers,’ like the in-
cendiary who eries ‘Pire' and the
4 telon ‘Stop ‘thief!" to escape detec-
tion, Sooner should I think of keep-
| ing Christmag with a club of Alge-
piangtor Good Friday with Tom Paine
and hig admirers, than of profaning
the birthday of the American empire
with such political miscreants.
Though 1 have lived many years in
{ Hebron [ have not yet acquired
enough of the chameleon to cry con-
—| gent to that which grieves my heart,
| ‘And frame my face to all ocea-
sions—
Change shapes with Proteus for
advantages,
And seem a saint when most I
play the d—L ;
(Can we do this and yet not go
to C—pg—us?"
| This was too much to be allowed to’
pass in silence, and the long suffer-

{retort. Aug, 8, 1708

"“Mr. Green:— ' J ]
Nothing but a sincere wish ‘that

‘the public might be furmished with

candid and correct information of

| the transactions which took place at |

Henron, 1M celepranng the rthday

of our independence. on (he Fourth

of July last, would have ud the
writer of this to have ¥ Bl the
false and ungentlemat | ine-
| tion of the “Friend to Groies vhblish-
ed in your Gazetite oo the 1st instant.

Considering the cxtreme agitation f
of the public mind, & number of the
gentlomen of this town viewed il
not onuly laudable but a duty incuni-
bent on every good citizen lo give
avery possible testimonial of his at-
tachment to our constitution and
government, and his fixed determin-
ation to defend our independence and |~
liberties hy cheerfully obeying and |
constantly supporting the constitn- |
| tional administration. :

The Fourth of July was thought a
proper occasion on which to manifest
these sentiments by unitedly and
|openly declaring our cheerful ac-
"quiescense ‘and unshaken counfidence
|in our national government and the
| administration of our wise and wvir- i
" tuous president. L

Some previous conversation hav-
ing heen ha‘ on the subject, on Mon-
day evening receding the 'Fourth of
July, a nu ap of gentlemen were
requested  prepare toasts suilable
to the occasion and make Lhe most
convenient arrangements that might
be made on so short a notice. In-
formation was given on the day [ol-
lowing to as many of the neighboring
gentlemen as time and opportunity
would permit.

At near six o'clock on Wednesday
afterncon between thirty and forty
of the citizens being collected, walk-
ad in procession, accompanied by Lwo.
respectable clergymen wha perform-

1'ed the religions ceremonics of the

table, whicly was spread on the green

| where heing soon joined by an addi-

tional number, with innocenf mirth

‘were drank. Three of the toasis

| were followed by three and the six

teenth by six’ ®Meers.

Several volunteers were (drank®
whieh were also sent for publication,
and the company returned to Mr. Ful-
lei’s where the evening was spent
by most of these who had participat-

| ed in the joys of the day, in the com: |
| pany of a very respectable and bril- |~

liant cirecle of marrvied and unmar-

1 ried ladies, whose presence added |

dignily and pleasure fo the scene.

|ing GAZETTE prints the following =

| they-p‘artnol{ of the vepast provided.——
; After whieh the toasts already pub-
{ lished in - the Counecticut Gazette:
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By Susan B. Pendleton
Stung into self defense by Attor-
ney John Thompson Peters' letter

| in the Connecticut Gazette, “Citizen

Root,” Democratic-Republican sends

. to the no doubt distracted editor the

following letter, published Aug 15,

1"1998:

“My. Green:—I this day saw a publi

| eation in your last paper of ‘Friend

to Order' residing, according to his
own assertion, in this town, who
seems to have been sorely wound-
ed by the late pblication of the cel-
ebration of the Fourth of July in
this place. Tho it must be very un-
pleaging to you, sir, to admit into
your paper personal invectives or lo-
cal animadversions, yet considering

| the notorviety of the author of that

production and the very pointed al-

! Insions and palpable falsehoods con-

tained in the same, your candor and

| impartiality 1 think cannot deny the

following a place in your paper.

» A Young Man.
Hebron, August 1, 1798.
o * & % & & § % *Esquire.
Sir:—Were it not for your respect-
ahility as a classical scholar and as
a man of science, your late ranting

| production, your prostituting of the

' English language by your

first principles of propriety in the
styling
vourself ‘a friend to order,’ your
gross and wilful vielation of the
truth might have passed by un-
heeded, unnoticed. Your vile af-
tempt to assassinate my charaeter
would, like its fastidious author
have sunk beneath my contempt.
Feeling alive, as you appear to do,
at every slur cast on your spotless
character and enkindled into the
keenest resentment at the epithet
‘Misanthropist,” the sharpest dart
that could be hurled in your immac-
ulate bosom, it is not miraculous

 that you should asume a menacing

aspect and be filled with vindictive
ire; but that your whoele ‘book’
should contain but one golitary sen-
{ence, but one precious confession,
that is not-filled with the most fla-

grant and notorious falsehoods, is

a subject of wonder and amazement,
and adds another trait to your mys-
terious character.

You in the first place say that
‘for three weeks past this village
has
man, born and educated in an emin-
ent office in this town.” All this for
aught 1 know may be true; that 1

| am a ‘young man’ and that I have

been ‘educated in an eminent office

| in this town’ is strictly true, but

. 1 know not.

whether T was born in that ‘office’
You proceed and say—
‘Now a member of the Legislature
of New York, styling himself a
Democratic Republican,’ which he
describes as one who occasionally

| ‘d***s the President and his admin-

| istration.’

been infested with a young|

[HISTORY OF HEBRON |

1s this true, thou vie apostate?
You very well know that when I
was reqiested to give a definition
of ‘Democratic-Republican’ before I
had time to reply, a young gentle-
man of this town jocosely observed,

| ‘It is one who can occasionally damn

administration’ Have you already

forgotten the pleasure, the ecstacy, |

you felt on this occasion? Own this,
perfidious wretch, and blush at your
violation of truth and common de-
cency. Or are you possessed of
those iron nerves, those fibers of
steel, and that brazen front that
ean preclude even a blush?

Your elaborate performance, sir,
ig a masterly frontispiece to your
political history. Your consistency
in calling ‘a few gentlemen respect-
able for their attachment to the gov-
ernment,” and in almost the next sen
tence pointing them out as an in-
ebriated junte of baccanalians, dis-
turbing the midnight slumbers of
their ‘peaceful neighbors,’ by 'voci-
ferous cheers,’ and immediately dub-

. bing them ‘political miscreants,” ap-

pears to me a complete portrait of
your political journey. Your creed
while a student at Sharon and Litch-
field is, I presume, still fresh in
your memory. Your sneers, your
scoffs, your affected contempt for
the constitution and' laws of this
state and of the United States, and
your veneration for the constitution
and laws of good Mother Britain
and her provincial governments
must be too deeply engraven on
your mind to be entirely forgotten.
You must still remember that your
fond hopes of meeting your dear un-
cle ‘of pious memory,” the would-be
Bishop of Canada, in that province,
well fitted and prepared for a learn-

ed councellor under the crown, in-

duced you to undertake a twelve
months’ pilgrimage thither. This pil-
grimage ought to have had the same
effect on your mind as a pilgrimage
to Mecea usually has on a devout
Mussulman. But the melancholy re-
verse seems to have been the case.
You, at the expiration of your
twelve months returned chagrined,
disappointed and forsaken by your
dear uncle, and forlorn, not only
‘literally a sans culotte,” but *Sans
coat, sans horse, sans hair, sans
cash, sans everything.’

Yes, you returned a ‘furious dem-
ocrat,” storming and railing like a
disobedient child at good Mother
Britain, her government, minions,
creatures, and all her adherents; at
our administration and every advo-
cate for ‘energy and tone of govern-
ment.” ‘Liberty and Equality’ swell-
ed every accent,
Emancipation’ rounded every period.

And now sir, you seem to have

relinquished this latter creed; to

‘Abolition and |
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Not a shout was uttered at the table
during the sitting, nor a cheer, ex-
| eepting what was ecalled for by the
president. More order and decorum
| seldom, if ever, reigned on a similar
oceasion.

Nothing transpired which could
wound' the modesty’ of any person,
legs delicate than the ‘mizanthropist’
who, with his usual candor, hak un-
dertaken to warn ‘the pulilic agains
placing ‘any further reliance on ia
broken staff.! Mo enable the public|
justly to appreciate the merits . of
their monitor amd to induce it Lo re-|
Cward him for hig eminent services
{are the reasons for making the fol-!
loewing remarks.

His sagacily ig first voffccable “in
‘rlisuuvm‘tug Lthat he was the person
| meant to be designated by the epi-

{het ‘misanthropist.” His historical
| gorrectness appears in the biographi-
| gal account of the ‘young man’ who,
T he sayvs, ‘was born and educated in
an eminent effice in this town.
Such almost supernatural- virtues
in this descendant of Hugh Peters
are hardly to be accounted for unless
it is supposed that he took up the
fallen mantle of his departing uncle
when he fled from the American
shores and thereby became endowed
with at least a double portion of his
candor and veracity. (See Peters’
History of Connecticut and descrip-
tion of Bellows' Falls).

To assert, ag the ‘Friend to Order”’
has, that (he New York legislator
was the mover ol the meeting, that
there were twenty-three persons
| only, and those of all sorts and sizes,
that they seated themselves at the
table at four o'clock and did not
rise until sunset, or that after five
or six glasses there-was, instead of
three, almost continued cheering. is
| an absolute falsehood, as will clear-
ly appear by comparing the different
statements. f

In one place he says that ‘a num-
ber of gentlemen respectable for
{heir attachment to, the government
were of (he party,” in another he de-
clares that he could not think of pro-
faning the birthday of the American
empire by communion with sueh po-
litical migcreants.

With great deference to the gen-

tlemen's literary acquixements it is |
to be observed that the preposition
‘sane’ signifies without, or'destitute
of, and not torn, so that a man so
criminal as to tear his small clothes
is not literally a ‘sans culotte.” But
‘Miganthropist’ has undoubtedly lost
something of the French language
since he returned from his Canadian
pilgrimage. The ‘Young Legislator,
50 often alluded to, differs indeed in
political sentiments from most of

e R

| of the toasts drank, and by those of

| to be judged. They might not be

{er, to_be given to-the public or any.

| sell a ‘Democratic-Repnblican,’ one
| of whose friends so sloufly defended

| prominent Hebron lawyer and after-

those with whom ne umrted to com-
memorate the day. He professes,
however, to be a friend to American
Independence, and  did apparently
heartily acquiesce in the sentiments

the company is undoubtedly willing |

agreeable to the ‘Misanthropist’ as
he hasg sgince declared ‘'he did not
consider Thomas Jefferson an im-
proper toas( for Sllch an occasion, as
he held an important office, and he
knew of no evidence before the pub-|
lic that he was democratical." It is
to be regretted that the ‘Friend to
Order’ was so difident as to sup-
preéss his real name, but there is
hardly a doubt (hat J, T. Petel'ﬁi'
BEsa., is the author, and as such he is
congidered by , tlie writer of this,
whose name is lodged with the print-

individual who is interested to know
it. 13
Hebron,, August .3;. 1708 »

The ‘Young Man’, who styled him-

him in the letter guoted above, next
takes up the cudgels in his own bhe-
half, and of course his communica- =
tion brings forth another retort from
John Thompson Peters, (the ‘Misan-
thropist,’) who was at the time a

wards a judge of the Superior Court
of the State of Connecticut. He too
comes out in the open and calls his
opponent by name, as ‘Citizen Root.'
(The Honorable Erastus Root, an-
other Hebron lawyer and afterwards

- a member of Congress from New

York). Both these young politicians

| were well known figures in their

 for another chapter, in which, the

day. At the time of the much aired
Fourth of July celebration John T.
Peters was 34 years of age, and the
Hon. Erastus Root was only 24. The
conclusion of the story of the cele-
bration, which caused such a temp-
est in a teapot, will have to be left

two young lawyers gnash their teeth
and hurl invectives at each other
still more rabidly.




ceiving himself again in eror he
c¢hanged his hue and run the gaunt-

‘let between the parties, suspected =

by all, trusted by none, till he crept
into the little nomination when sup-
‘posing ‘his kingdom come he drop-
‘ped the mask and assumed not only
the language [but the ecountenance
|o~f the \Genevan oracle. Having voted
lin vain for his brothers in iniguity.

~ the second week in April he was

awakened; the third week in May he
was confounded; on the publication
of the ‘Sedition Billl' he was con-
verted, clapped on the cockade ‘Lo

| retrieve his charactver’ and declared

he had never been a democrat. This

and found wanting, who, by presid-
ling on the Fourth of July, drinkine
Leueral toasts, calling ‘disorganizers
| raiging a dust and keeping it up all
night thought to persuade the public
!“ that he had never heen astray. Whe

_ |this weathercock was fledged so late

_land

in the season that he could nof en-

—— dure the blasts of horeas (The N. W. !

wind eomes from Hartford) and that
Ithis charming autumnal chicken had
not been hatched in the mild and
more genial regions of the South,
where he might have chanted the

— praises of his favorite Gallatin with-

out interruption, and not have per-
‘ished by the cold meglect of rustic
freemen who harbarously refusad to
lift their hands for his salvation.
Thus much for the dictator of the
'answers to the Triend to Order’,
~who in the requel will be found to
have told the truth (though not the
whole) and nething but the truth,
rare cualities in modern puwblica-
tions! Why the supposed author is
g0 furiously attacked it is difficult
to. conceive. His poverty and place \
cannot be envied, as Lis abilities
ambitions never rtiised him .
above the office of a church warden.
- Were he aspiring as represented, a
neighboring wreck would not be in
|hig 'way. Happily he was absent -
|when ‘his ‘bool’ appesred, or he
would have heen ga.rificed ‘alamode

de Paris;' one doomued him to tar
‘and feathers, another to ‘lose his
tongue ajid he hoilrd in soup,

‘Right’, exclaimed a Lilliputian hero,

Jtuttering under the weight of his

eagle and commission, ‘and give me
Ithe first lick at him!’ '

' In reply to the answars, I agrce
|it is not criminal in a gentleman to

2 |Ltear his smail clothes, hul it appears

to. me not only criminal but hrital g
‘tfi appear in that predicament and
(o zall uwpon the aged to ‘see the
[eflects of independence.’ I also asvee
|that your ‘legislator’ did as heavtily
|-¢u:-q'u,ie§ce in the sentiments contuin-

is the patriot weighed in the balance |

4 loss to the umerican people th:».i

[ad 1n the Loasts as a mhjmu_l;y ot the -
company; but the president himself

_as lately acknowledged thot he be-

|many headed monster, like

(| that Citizen Root imbibed his reli- |

| ther, for his preceptor

[sociates with such a blasphemer!

{not descend

| Case, two mmiles from the meeting |

ieved him to be noi only an ememy
‘of the administration but of the
constitution.’

' As to the Young Man, I have only
to remark that his peal name is
Hrastis Toot, whose apilities are
exceeded by his depravity alone. Had
he ever Dbeen in Burope I should
have presumeq that he had been ini-
|tiated into the mysteries of the Illu-
minated, for the denounces every
jcivil and sacred institution, At a
‘Saturday night revel, previous to the
Fourth of July, he had the audacity
to compare the most venal, corruput
ed, and abandoned of men to the
Supreme Being and to gmive as a
toast "The Executive Directory, that
F—r,
S-n, and H—y G—st.! I ghudder at
the relation! Who is the 'vile apos- |
tate.” (Charity forbids me to believe

gious and mpolitical principles toge-
has been |-
nominated deacon. But what shall
we think of the magistrate who in-
strated who instead of punishing as-

Yet such is a candidate for a seat
in Congress and a place in the nom-
ination for assistants. I trouble not
the ancestors of Chamelion! Peace
to their departed shades, tho’ it is
to be regretted that their vices did |
with their virtues;
neither will I repeat his foibles and
peaceadillos nor those of his con-
nections, for the world itself would
not dontain the hooks that might be
'written. T heg pasdon, Mr. Printer
for the trouble I have given you in

| ynmasking a doubtful character and -

vindicating myself against his as-
persions, and wll do so no more,
though Chamelion and his disciples
publish  the history of my family
from Simon, son of Jonas, founder
thereof, to an naworthy desceadant

7, 1798".

To clinch the argnments in. the
letter the author appends Several
affidavits assiduously <collected by
him fronr citizens of Hehron, shiomw-
ing that the glorious ‘“Fourth” on
the oeccasion in question was cele-
brated in such a manner as to be
disturbing to the townspeople, and
against the peace and dignity of the
towr.

“Being at the house of J. W.
house on afternoon of the 4th ult., |

ly following the reports of the _ﬁeld
piece, which seemed to proceed from
the company assembled at tﬂ_:te- meet- |

of Hugh Peters, Hebron September |

we heard frequent huzzas immediate- |




have exploded these leveling prin-
ciples and doctrines. What can be

the cause of this last sudden |

change? Is it from a cautious un-
willingness to stem the popular
tide? Because it is easier to float
along the current? Is it for the
_sake of grasping at that phantom
popularity, from n wish of perching
yourself on one of the foremos:
| geats in fame’s high temple? Or
shall we ascribe your late political
conversion to purer motives? Per-
| haps you became thoroughly con-
| vinced of the unsoundness of the
principles of your new-fangled de-
mocracy by the powerful table argu-
ments of Mr. Tracy, at the time

with him at Philadelphia. But to
return to your famous ‘primer.’

1 cannot forhear hastening to give
you ecredit for the only entire sen-
tence in your ‘book’ which savors
of truth. I mean your concluding

| sentence—your beauntiful quotation

from an eminent poet. [ believe
with you, sir, that you ‘have nol
yet acouired enough of the chame-

|lion to cry comsent to that which
| grieves your heart,’ but that yon
| must and will continue to show your

spite, envy and malevolence to your
fellow citizens whe you think stand
in your way te opulence and romo-

|tion. I also believe with you that

you cannot ‘frame your face to all

| occagions.” That same austere phiz,

that hedgehog motto of ‘Nelo me

| tangere,! will ever remain written

on your brow, which. however anx-

| ious may be your wishes, you will

never be able to obliterate.

I have given you.credit, sir, for
all the truths you have told. Should
this paper provoke your spleen io
‘make another book’ you may rest
assured I shall never make a reply.
I have done with you; permit me
therefore to bid you a final, a sol-
emn, a pleasing adieu.

A Young man.”

course stirs up “Friend to Order”
again, and he replies in like manner
in the Connecticut Gazette of Sep-
tember 19, 1798, in the letter quol-
ed below.

«“My. Green:—Please to publish the
following with the certificates ac-
companying it, intended as a reply
to ihe ‘candid and well written an-
swers’ to my former publication.

| They should have heen published

| sooner had not sickness prevented.

| Your impartiality will doubtless do

justice to a much abused,
Friend to Order.”
4T have known (says the divine of
Zurich) deists whose piety I vener-
»4te and whose honesty I wish for;
but I have never seen the man who

vou had the boasted honor of dining |

The foregoing peppery letter of

|eould tempt me to think him hon-
‘est in anything who publicly acted |
‘the COhristian while secretly an in-
(fidel.” Nothing so engages OWr &s-
teem as sincerity nor so effectually
obtains our abhlrrence as duplicily
angd an apparent compliance with te
opinions of all. These truths are as
applicable to politics as 1ekl°‘t'on The
\venerable ‘wronghead’ and a cele-
brated orator whose perservance in
error have tumbled them from the
top to the bottom of the political
ladder are never mentioned withiout |
a tribute of respect to their hones
‘ty and plain dealing, while the name
of ‘chameleon’ excites among all
\parties @ sneer of contempt. The
history 'of this singular animal is
curious and may be useful, as he is
endeavoring again to hecome an ob-
‘ject of public attention.

At the eommencement of the Re-
‘volution, though of “he age, of legal
discretion, he was too in significant
‘to be knowrn ot noticed. From his
numerous connections engaged in
the cause of freedom I presume he
followed the multitude; but when
Congress fin, 1776 with dignity and
firmness spurned the ingidious wof-

pardon our crimes and redress our

erievances, the nerves of ‘chamel-|
eon’' failed, and he lamented ‘that
Congress, actuated more by ambi-
tion than patriotismy, would not ac-
cept of reasonable terms of recon-
ciliation; thus he waited till the
treaty of peace gave him relief; he
then assumed the mask, which kept
his countenance steady Lill the con-
stitution appeared, in his opinion
‘fraught with destruction.’

[In hopes of crawling into the con-
vention to oppose that ‘fatal instru-
ment’, he hinted his fears to the
dealers in votes, who, doubting his
fidelity, elected more trusty hands
to fix an eternal stigma on the
‘own. Finding ‘he majority against
him he veered anout, but within his
| little circle eonstantly echoed the
language of npposition,

“The funding system was calculat-
ed to entail on us the miserizs of
the British natioral debt.” “T'he pro-
positions of Madison were given by
divine inspiraiion.’ ‘The British
treaty,” Oh hiorrible’ ‘was the work
of Satlan, though ratified by the |
president; ‘the house had a right to |
reject it He never would be ‘a
mecdhancial voier.' Bul when our|
guardian angel echoed the usarpa-
tion of democracy, cauticn forspok
him., and he eried out ‘thel the re-
|fusal of the papers was @a unost
glaring act of iyvacny; thal George
 Washington was g iryant, a greater
tryant than George the Third.' Per-

fers 'of the British lcommissioners to|



Elizah Graves,

Joseph V. Case’.
| “Towards the close of the celebra-
! tion of the Fourth of July last, in
! front 'of my house, the cheers of
the company were frequent and loud.
They often rose 'and threw some
!l of their hats, others their coats, in-
to the air; many hats ascended as
| migh as the meeting house; and dur-
ing the night following and until
| nearly gunrise the next morning I
| frequently heard gimilar cheers, loud
| laughing and singing, which geemed
| to proceed from the company at
Mry. Fuller’s.

John Mann.”

“I poncur in the first sentence of
Mr. Mann’s certificate, and add that
|1 connted said company as they
| marched from' Mr. Fuller’s to the
| table, and found them twenty-three
in number, inclugive of the drummer
and fifer, The next morning, a little
hefore sunrise, I saw several of the
gompany apparently retiring from
Mr. Fuller's.

I Jogiah Pomeroy.”
(“This dispute being of local in-
terest, the publishments are consid-
l ered @as belonging to the genus of
advertisements, and as such are to
bhe paid for. The Bditor therefore
contemplates a speedy close to the
| laugsiness.

BEditor Connecticut Gazette.)”

I (Conecluded).

E Of the above worthy and respeect-
‘able letter writers Josiah Pomeroy
was a son of the Congregational
! minister, Elijah Graves a tailor in
| good standing John Mann a pillar
of Episcopacy.

[What a mpity that some of them
did not throw a little more light
|on the tearing of the “smiall clothes”
those elegant nether garments worn
by the elite 'on state occasions. Evi-
dently some kind of a brawl took
place, and it is hardly to be suppos-
ed that the whole company of revel-
‘ers were not well “liquored up”.

‘ John Thompson Peters, whio pos-
ed as “Friend to Order,” was the
son of Jonathan and Abigail Peters.
He was thorn Ocfober 11, 1764 in
Hebron, and died August 28, 1834, in
Hartford, He married Elizaheth
Caulkins, of Norwich, and had five
children. He was 'a graduate of Yale,
1789, studied law under Governor
Smith, Sharon, was admitted to the
har, and practiced law in Hebron
until 1813, nvhen he was appointed
I|by President Madison collector of

ing house and Iirom rtheir loudness |
we think they must be heard much
farther.

| Internal Reveliue; first district, When
| he moved to Hartford. In 1818 he
| was appointed Judge of the Super-
| for Court, which office he held to
| the time of his death, He wasg also
for a time Brigadier General of the
!31‘d Brigade, State Militia. ‘

Ag for “The Young Man', Hrastus
Root, a mere fledgling at the time
of the eelebration in Hebron, he
| too became a bright and shining |
light.

He was born in Hebron, March 16,
1773, the son of William and Zeruiah
'Root, was educated at Dartmouth
College, and studied law with the
Hon. Sylvester Gilbert at his Hebron
jaw school, Shortly after completing
his law education Root published an
avithmetic, the first to be hased on
the decimal currency. This text bo ok
was maleh used in the schools of
New England, and copies turn up
1every pow and then from old gar-
rets.
l Root settled in Deleware County,
New York State where he had a

ilarge legal practice. He married Bliz- |
abelh Stockton, daughter of C. W.
|sicekton of Walton, N. Y. 1le took
an mective part in politics and was
, popular with ths masses. lle wasg
a member of the General Assembly
of New York in 1794, and fur more i
then 20 years in following terms.
In 1800 he was mades presidential
cluetor and helped elect Jefferson as
president. In 1893 hie was chosen as
representative to Congress, and wag
re-clected to the same post in 1809.
1812, 1815, ond 1831, serving 16
years, He was speaker af the ASs-
senibly three tiimes, 1827, 1825, and
1849, was a promiuen: member of
vne convention of 1921 when the
| (New York) stas constitution was
drawn up. He drew up the address
to the people, signed by the presi-
dent of the convention, and publicly
| favoring the new constitution and
subjecting it to the people. He was
made lieutenant Governor of New
York in 1822, and afterwards presi-
rent to the Court of Appeals and Er-
rors. In 1830 he was nominated
governor of New York by the Wiorlk-
ingmen’s Party, but declined. The
town of Root, New York, was named
for him, 1823.

|| It is a little surprising to learn
|| that after having al these honors
|heaped upon him by the Democratic:
| Republicians, in his ldter years he
turned Whig and worked hard for
the establishment of the United




4
|Statcs Bank, which he had previous-
‘IY deeried,
| He was Xnown as General Root,
|from 2 militia title granted him in
New York State. He died at the
age of T4, December 24, 1846, in
New York, when on his way to
Wiaghington,

In conculsion, he was the ‘General
|Root" concerned in the famous Lior-
snzo Dow story, o often told, Lsos-
snzo had been preaching to the
|Onelda and Reservation Indians in
N, Y. and a vast assemblage ol
neighhorhoogd people, on the bless-
lings ol heaven. At the hotel after-
wards Mr. Root and a Mr, Bush or
| Braneh (acoounts as to this name
differ) thought to have a littla fup
‘with Lorenzo, ahd prodded him ob
the subject of Heaven. ‘Is it rot”,
{said they, ' a fing level place in some
delectable spol?” (or wods to thaf
effect.)

“Yeg,” answored [Lo7-"2o,: with
| perfect esse. “withont 2 doot or a
Rugh in it.”

_———




